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would probably have been quite ready ta
ta treat vith that gentleman, had lie been
able to offer him the teris decided on
before lie liad reccived encouragenent
elsewiere.

'iiE PE lisoNýAL. CilAROES.

We are bound ta state that there is
nothing vhatever ta touch Mr. Chapleau
personally, and that Mi'. Dansereau lias
positively denied on oath wliat Mr. Preu-
tice has atlirnmed. The amendiment pro-
posed by Mr. Joly and Mi'. Langelier
avoids all notice of the personal charges,
which we think is suflicient proof that
they were entirely disbelieved. The na-
jority of the Conimittee have taken the
niost uinfavorable view of Mr. Prentice's
conduct. H ad that gentleman abstained
frin making persoial charges, wlien irri-
tated by his disappointnent, his position
would have been simply that lie had
been disappointed in a good operation
which lie liad been laboring ta effect. As
it is, lie lias cominitted hîlimself ta an in-
Jurious attack on the character of the
leader of the Governmient without being
able ta substantiate it.

SMALL ACCOUNTS AGAIN.

The public conscience still needs
quickening in the mnatter of paying small
accounts-and we refer now not ta news-
paper dues in particular, though as ta
these we might indeed speak feelingly,
but mîore especially ta the bills of trades-
people for trifling siuns. The a is of
course a certain percentage of debtors
who deliberately neglect the discharge of
trifling dues and incur debt as opportun-
ity is found with no intention of paying
at any time. Of these it is useless ta
wirite ; they are rogues by election, and
vould only laugh at the innocency which
mistook them foi' anything else. The
only arguments liaving any veight with
sucli are the pains and penalties of the
lawe.

But, let it be gladly said, this class
forms but an insignificant portion of the
debtor communiity. Thereis another and
a much larger class undoubtedly fiee
from any intention ta defraud or injure,
who yet advisedly neglect bills for no
other discoverable reason than that they
are small in amnout. Collectors not in-
frequently are met w'ith an ansver of this
kind wlat is the mlatter wvith your liri ?
Can't you aff'ord ta wait fora little amount
like this ? I can't lie bothered with it
now i cole sone time vhen ['mn not busy."
This reply exposes the wrhole diliculty-
smiall bills are thouglit ta be a bother, and
their payment a matter of no special con-
cern that cau be attended ta any time.

Small bills are a bother-but only vlen

they are not paid proiuptly. Smnall bills
are not a imatter o lia special concern,
but, a imatter of business entitled ta de-
spatch in due timejust as much as adiies
of' the largest importance. if those Vho
are in the habit of turning *a dent ear ta
collectors until thteir very iniporiunity
arrests attention and secures payient
iwould only put tlIenselves in the ereli-
tors place (and as a rule their own ex-

perience will permit tiei ta do this) they
wvould be brought ta realize more fully
thian in niiy otier wvay the doubly aggra-
vating character of the offence of nion-
paynment of small bills-doubly aggravat.
ing because creditoi and debtor are aliko
offended. The creditor resents impoi-
tunity ; the'debtoir resists injustice i and a
trifing miatter that, ieither would be
willing ta quarrel about leads ta the
severance of an otherwise satisfactory
business relationship. Many business
mein have a fixed day of the w'eelk ai
imonth on which all bills presented prior
thereto vill be paid. Is there any good
reason why such a regulation shouild not
be adopted universally ?

M[XI.NG AND MUDDLING
QUEBEC LOAN.

'T IlE

'T'le anonymous vriter in the ü'iliess
over the signature IlRustieus " nmay he
satisfied witli preserving lhis own incognito
withoiit meddling wvith the authorship of
articles in this journal 'egarding whichli he
lias no information wvliatever. For every
article wlich appears in our colunns the
Proprietor and Editor is responsible, and
it is mnere impertinence ta refer' ta an
imaginary financial Editor, vlo lias noa
existence. As for the criticism on our
notice of the Quebec Loan wve must re.
peat that " Rusticus " does not compre-
lend the subject. Oui' calculation wvas
based on the current rate of exchange on
London at Paris at the latest date in
our possession, whereas " Rusticus" lias
made huis calculation at par. The errar is
bis and not ours. lis other criticisms
are undeservinig of notice. We never
pretended ta give the true value of the
loan ut any specific time, but we stated
that £4,000 commission would have ta be
paid " at the maturity of the loan," and
the commission on the interest was also
stated with sufficient clearness ta be
payable periodically. On what is really
the main point, and which led ta oai
original notice of the subject, viz., the
difference between the real value of fiunds
in Paris and London, all that " Rusticius
caln say is: " I cau scarcely believe that
" the Governiient vill be so foolishî as ta
" allow it, though the vording of the con.
"tract would seenm ta indicate stich fally."

We need nrot add anothîer vord. " Rusti-
cus "l believes, and appears to dcsire, tLhaIt
hie Government of' Quebec should re-
pudiate an agreeiient deliberately enter -
ed inito, because it was l'oolish. We
acknowledge that, we wu'aîld inuch preler
inc'urring the loss to te repudiationi of a
cont.act, but then tlic lJ/tness professes
ta inculcate a ligh toue of' morality, and
is, we presuine, a better judge tlan we
Can pretend ta be of' whîat i.s strictly
moral.

TH111E QUEBEC LEGilshlXA'TURE.
The Lieutenant Governor' closed on

Satur'day last the session of the Quebec
Legislature, after having assented ta 11,2
bills, the greater numnber, of course, pri-
vate. 'T'lhe most important public act was
that respecting the Lower Canada Cou-
solidated Municipal Loan Fund, which the
3Ionlrcal Gazelle estimates as likely to
yield $250,000 annually. We feart tlat
this is much too sanguine au. estimate.
Tlhe sale of the railway is still in con teml-
plation, but it wvill be difficult te find any
mode of disposing of it that wili not ex-
pose the minister to personal charges.
The newv license act ivill, in the opinion of
the Gazette, give $100,000, and the reduc.
tions in salaries $50,000. A valtable re-
forim as been adopted by wihich the
Provincial Treasury will be relieved of a
portion of the cost of maintaining institu-
tions for the insane. If the resuilt of the
session shiould be an improvemnent in our
financial position of $880,000 annually,
the administration will certainly be enti.
tled ta credit. We own tlat we have not
the saie confidence as the Gazelle that
his anticipations vill be realizeld, and
especially do we distrust the realization
of the Municipal Lan Fund Asset, re-
garding which Alderman Nelson made
saine startling disclosuires with reference
ta payments on account by Montreal.
We are glad ta notice that the future
sessions are ta be held during the wiinter
months.

TIE I]ARVEST YIELD.
It iay be estiiiiated tila, fic yield of' tlc

preseit seisoii wili tI nearly, if not qilîe, eginal
ta tiat of 1879. Winter wleat ini tie wesiern
peiiiiisula of Ontario las been, witi a few local
exceptions, a particularly good crop, aud, lot-
witlstanding the sliowery veatlier, has beci
housed iii good conditioi, aid witli little or ln
Ioss. The kernel is reiiarkaibly piluiiip. Oats
promisea a abiidati yield, andfl plis and all
green crops are scarcely belinîd. The potalo
plants are againu visited by thie estiferus Col-
orafdo beetle, but nlot to the exteut of former
year-s, anîd a good crop is anîîticipatel. fi ile
moidland and easteri sectioiis of Ontario sprinîg
wlieait lias been slighutly afilected by rus, and
barley lias been soehiaviiit discolared by the
unfavorable siowery weatler; but on the wliole
tlie yield pîronlises satisfactory results.


