50 NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH

of the general plan, the New Testament
may have been. Its morality is not tribal,
but universal. ‘‘God is a Spirit; and they
that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth,” this beside the well
of Samaria by the Founder himslf was
proclaimed. If there is any privilege it is
in favour not of race, but of class, the
class being the poor, whose poverty seems
counted to them as virtue, perhaps rather
to the disparagement of active goodness.

Had the New Testament been divinely
inspired, would not its authority have
been clearly attested? Would not the
authorship of its books have been made
known? Would the slightest error or
self-contradiction have been allowed to
appear in it? What is the fact? The
authenticity of a large portion of the
Epistles of St. Paul seems admitted by
critics; of other books of the New
Testament the authorship is regarded as
doubtful. The three Synoptic Gospels
have a large element common to them all,
and are evidently grafts upon a single
document which is lost, and which the



