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threatened Britain w^th an invasion, starved rather to expose
him to ridicule than the island to danger. At length, the

Romans^ in the reign of Clau'dius,* began to think seri-

ouAly of reducing them under their dominion. The ex-
pedition for this purpose was conducted in the beginning

by Plau'tius and othercommanders, with that success which
usually attended the Roman arms.

3. Carac'tacus was the first who seemed willing, by a
vigorous effort, to rescue his country, and repel its insulting

and rapacious conquerors. This rude soldier, though with

inferior forces, continued, for above nine years, to oppose
and harass the Romans ; till at length he was totally routed

and taken prisoner by Osto'rius Scap'ula, who sent him in

triumph to Rome. 4. While Carac'tacus was being led

through Rome, he appeared no way dejected at the amazing
concourse of spectators that were gathered upon this occa-

sion ; but casting his eyes on the splendours that surrounded

him, ** Alas !" cried he^ " how is it possible that a people
possessed of such magnificence at home, could envy me a
humble cottage in Britain*!" The emperor was affected

by the British hero's misfortunes, and won by his address.

He ordered him to be unchained on the spot, and set at

liberty with the rest of the captives.

5. The cruel treatment of Boadi'cea, queen of the Ice'ni,

drove the Britons once more into open rebellion. Prasat'-

agus, king of the Ice'ni, at hi» death had bequeathed one
half his dominions to the Romans, and the other to his

daughters, thus hoping, by the sacrifice of a part, to secure
the rest to his family. But it had a different effect ; for

the Roman procurator immediately took possession of the
whole : and when Boadi'cea, the widow of the deceased,
attempted to remonstrate, he ordered her to be scourged
like a slave, and made slaves of her daughters. 6. These
outrages were sufficient to produce a revolt throughout the
island. The Ice'ni, as being the most deeply interested in

the quarrel, were the first to take arms; all the other states

soon followed the example ; and Boadi'cea, a woman of

Seat beauty and masculine spirit, was appointed to head
e common forces, which amounted to two hundred and

thirty thousand fighting men. 7. These, ex.asper.ited by
their wrongs, attacked several of the Roman settlements and
colonies with success: Suetoni'us, who commanded the
Roman forces, hastened to relieve London, whioh was al-
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