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campaign that the Parnellite members represented

but a minority of the Irish population, and that

their return had been brought about by the intim-

idation of the loyal portion of the inhabitants.

Nevertheless, in the majority of seats the loyalists

in the election of 1886 did not even venture upon

a contest, the reason of course being that there

was no chance whatever of winning seats, and

they were afraid of showing their nakedness to

the enemy. There was one important victory

and there were two important defeats. Mr. Sex-

ton renewed his attack on West Belfast and was

returned by a startlingly large majority. On the

other hand, Mr. Healy was beaten for South

Derry, and Mr. William O'Brien for South Ty-

rone. Thus the result of these two defeats was

to reverse the verdict of Ulster at the previous

election to the extent of giving the Orangemen

the majority of one which was hitherto held by

the Nationalists. This majority, however, is not

yet secure. Mr. Justin McCarthy fought again

for Derry City ; the majority against him was

declared to be three, but a petition has since been

presented making charges of personation and

unfair rejection of votes, and as all the officials

were unscrupulous Orangemen it is more, than

probable that the petition will prove successful.

And thus again the Nationalists would be masters

of Ulster. Another registration will probably

give them two or three more seats, and the
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