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the sex. On the present occasion her full blue eye reflected

the feeling of sublimity that the scene excited, and her

pleasant face was beaming with the pensive expression with

which all deep emotions, even though they bring the most

grateful pleasure, shadow the countenances of the ingenuous

and thoughtful.

And, truly, the scene was of a nature deeply to impress

the imagination of the beholder. Towards the west, in

which direction the ftices of the party were turned, and in

which alone could much be seen, the eye ranged over an

ocean of leaves, glorious and rich in the varied but lively

verdure of a generous vegetation, and shaded by the luxu-

riant tints that belong to the forty-second degree of latitude.

The elm, with its graceful and weeping top, the rich varieties

of the maple, most of the noble oaks of the American forest,

with the broad-leafed linden, known in the parlance of the

country as the bass-wood, mingled their uppermost branches,

forming one broad and seemingly interminable carpet of

foliage, that stretched away towards the setting sun, until it

bounded the horizon, by blending with the clouds, as the

: waves and the sky meet at the base of the vault of heaven.

Here and there, by some accident of the tempests, or by a

caprice of nature, a trifling opening among these giant

members of the forest permitted an inferior tree to struggle

upwards towards the light, and to lift i^s modest head nearly

to a level with the surrounding surface of verdure. Of this

class were the birch, a tree of some account in regions less

favored, the quivering aspen, various generous nut-woods,

and divers others that resembled the ignoble and vulgar,

thrown by circumstances into the presence of the stately

and great. Here and there, too, the tall, straight trunk of

the pine pierced the vast field, rising high above it, like

some grand monument reared by art on a plain of leaves. .

It was the vastness of the view, the nearly unbroken
surface of verdure, that contained the principle of grandeur.

,
The beauty was to be traced in the delicate tints, relieved

I
^y gradations of light and shadow ; while the solemn repose

induced the feeling allied to awe.
" Uncle," bald the wondering, but pleased girl, addressmg


