
I'ound in l^ritisli Amorica by thoso who dosirod to ch!inc:n our aIlop;i.

anco to th(! ('rowii. To iiisurc tho most udvantfip;f»ous conim(!rcial

intereoiirso with our Amorio;m nfMijfhbourH find protootioti from tho
hfirassint? annoytinfo and rxi)on(liturn connectod witli tliom^id d(;si<!^ns

of tho Fonians, no bf^ttor nif^ans could bo adopted than to hKow the

world that tlu^ao hitherto isolated provinces woro dotcnniruMl to stand
shoulder to shoulder in tho maintenance of our connection witli the

Crown, and thoso jj;loriotis and freo 13ritish institutions wliich it has
been our happiness to possess.

IMy hon. i'riend ask- with a sneer where are wo to obtain an army
and navy, and endeavours to hold tho Dominion of Canada uj) to the

world as utterly defenceless and at tho mercy of any power who may
wish to brinf? us beneath their yoke. My answer is tliat then! is a

moral strength in our united attitude, wliich presents four millions of

British freemen, devot(;(l in their allcf^iance to the Crown and prejjarod

to sustain each other in upholdini»' the honour of their common country,

which is tho best guarantee for p(\ace that we can have. J}ut can my
hon. friend be ignorant of the fact that the Imperial (lovernment of

Great JJritian have pledged themselves to maintain tho intefrrity of

this dominion with tho whole power of tho empire against any
assault, como from whom it may 'i Had wo been unwise enough to

set at detianco tho earnest entreaty of the motlier-conntry to unite

our fortunes with each other, that we might bo better prepared to

assist in maintaining ojir liberties, we might have had good reason to

expect that tho aid of that (lovernment, under whoso fostering pro-

tection wo have risen to our present position, might bo withdrawn.
My hon. friend forgets that as long ago as 1 So 1 he declared that

these provinces could put 500,000 men in the iield and, unaided by
British troops, bul deiiance to an invader. Now ho ridicules the idea

of arming the population, and thinks we must fall a helpless proy to

any onemj'. I have no reason to doubt the entire friendship of the

United States. I hope and believe that they will bo anxious to

resume tho most reciprocal and friendly relations with these united

provinces. But, sir, I do not think that under any circumstances that

country, so recently suffering from a calamitous war and oppressed by
a gigantic debt, would attoin[tt tho subjugation of united British Ame-
rica, protected by tho mightii -t empire in tho world. Having thus,

sir, glanced at some of the reasons which have induced me to advo-

cate a union of these provinces, I will briefly turn your attention to

the position of Nova Scotia.

I admit frankly that the union party have been thoroughly and
handsomely beaten at the recent general election, but I am happy to

be able to relievo this House from tho apprehension that an over-

whelming majority of the people of that province are determined to

obstruct and break down the union which has been formed. It is no
new thing with us to have sweeping changes on such occasions. Cnly
four years ago my hon. friend, notwithstanding his unrivalled popular

talents, went to the polls with all the power of tho (Government, of

which he was the head, in his hands, when he found himself beaton in


