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uccniiiit, tliink vcrv iiiuclj ol' tlw cvi'iiiiig whicli

tlii^ iv.st ol" tlic I'ainily were l(M»kiii<; torwiird to

with II more ('(jiuil (Ic^rcc <it' strong interest. Iii-

(lepeiideiit of liis two cousins' enjoynu'nt in it, tlie

evening Wiis to liin> ol" no liiglier value tlian any

(>tlier a[)pointe<l meeting of the two lamilies miglil

be. in every meeting tliere v>as a lioi)e of receiv-

ing further contirmation of j\liss Crawford's at-

tachment; but tlie whirl of a ball-room, perhaps,

was not particularly favorable to the excitement or

ex[>ression of serious fetdings. To engage her

early for tlie two first dances was all the c(»mman(l

of individual hap[)iness which he ielt in his ])Ower,

and the only i>re[)aration for the ball which lie

could enter into in sjdte of all that was i>assin^'

around him on the subject from morning till

night.

Thursday was the day of the ball; and on

Wednesda}' morning, Fanny, still unable to ratisfy

herself as to what she ought to wear, determined

to seek counsel of the more enlightened, and «'ipply

to M"s. Grant and her sister, whose acknt)wledg('(l

taste W(mld certainly bear her blamelesii; and as

Ednnind and ^^ illiam were gone to N(n'thami>t()ii,

and she had reason to chink Mv. Crawford likewise

out, she walked down to the Parsonage without

much fear of wanting an o})[K>rtunity for private

discussion; and the pri\acyof such a discussion

was a most imi)ortant ]iart of it to Fanny, beinij:

more than half ashamed of her own solicitude.

She met ]\liss Crawford within a few yards of

the Parsonage, just setting out to call on her; and

as it seemed to her that her friend, though obliged
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