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admit that even after such a postponement
lie would still lie opposed to, unemployment
insurance. This being so, what would lie the
use, in bis case, of waiting for one, two, or
tbree years? To do so would bring him na
nearer to seeing any advantage in such a
sceeme as that brought forward in 1935, whicli
lie then candemned, or the present one, whicb
lie now condemns.

We ail recognize that when the $100 lias
vanished someane will have to corne ta, the
rescue. And the employers will lie large con-
tributors. I admit that under the insurance
scheme they will receive no direct return
for their outlay. Nevertlieless tbey stand to
gain enormously. The depression from 1929
to 1940 bit themn very bard. They have liad
the experience of the last ten years. Unem-
ployment affects the purchasing power of the
people, and of necessity tbe wheels of industry
slow down. Divjdends are reduced or are no
longer declared. After ten years of depression
we are now making a stupendous war effort,
and men are being enýgaged in war industries
to belp forward that effort. Wbat will the
end of tbe war mean to Canada? We are at
present at the peak of our war activity. Is
not this a time to ask these men to contribute
to a protective fond? Should not the employers
strain every nerve to meet tbe impact whicb
will follow the close of the war? If no fund
is accumulated during these years wben the
going i'i good, wages are high, and tbousands
and tbousands of men, previously unemployed,
are at work, it goes witbout saying that wlien
the war ceases there will lie no fund.

If no sucli fund exists, wbere sbali we lie?
The State will necessarily intervene as a
cusbion. Employers represent capital. The
capitalists wiIl have to furnisli the State, by
way of taxes or levies, witli tlie means to
meet sucli a contingency. I liad occasion ta
say at tbe beginning of tlie depression, in
1929 or 1930, that capitalismn was on trial.
It is still on trial. To survive under aur
system it must assure a subsistence ta all.
Its tools are bhuman beings wbo must be taken
care of. Sbould flot employers prepare for
the inevitable marrow and make the necessary
sacrifices now? 1 would urge the importance
of proceeding witliout delay. I repeat the old
saying, "Ta govern is ta foresee."

The advisory cammittee -whicb is planned
under this legisiation may suggest ta bave it
modified. I confess that, altbough we are
benefiting by the experience of many countries
wbich bave been proceeding abead of us, we are
stili in the experimental stage. Modifications
may have ta came before Parliament next
session, and perliaps the session after. But we
mu.st take time by the forelack. Tbe organiza-

tian of this sebeme may take some months,
and I suggest and urge tbat no time lie lost in
starting ta set up an organization ta provide
for aur unemployed when aur war industries
stop. We sbauld naw ask the employees in
stable employment, wba do not at the marnent
see that tbey stand ta gain, ta, jain in witliout
recriminatian and lielp ta increase the fund
and do their duty towards tlieir neiglibour.
We sbould ask the employers, for their awn
protection, ta look farward a littie and recog-
nize tbat it is in their own interest ta
praceed, althougli it may seem liard ta do
so, and, in preparation for the day of reekan-
ing, ta put tbeir shaulder ta the wlieel and
lielp ta carry tbe sclieme ta fruition.

I move the second reading of the Bill.

Riglit Hon. ARTHUR MEIGHEN: Hon-
ourable members,' this is a piece of legislation
nat only of front-rank importance, but of a
cliaracter which calîs for thorougli, con-
scientiaus, and tberefore prolonged cansidera-
tian on aur part. It is not merely an
autborizing Bill; it is legisîntion whicb, if its
purpose is proper, is presented ta Parliament
as it ought ta, be presented, its principles
all plainly expressed, the machinery definitely
described, and tbe wbole selieme of aperatian
stated riglit in the liody of the measure. As
sucli, it certainly makes demands uapon aur
attention beyond anything yet presented tbis
session. Sa far we bave had natbing of
consequence, save ane or two autliorizing Bills
wbicli really were not legislation at alI. This
Bill, embadying as it does a subject and a
praposal ta whicb this House is peculiarly
suited ta give adequate and tharaugli con-
sideration, cames ta us about the lst af August,
in about as liot a seasan as the nation lias
ever known, and wlien, necessarily, everyone
is in a liurry ta retreat from this torrid city.

My first word is ta pratest against the
treatment of this House and of Parliament in
general wbicli tlie presentation of a measure
of this character at tliis time implies. We
bave been sitting naw since thie l6th of May,
about two and a haîf montlis. For a great
part of that time this House and its cam-
mittees, whicli are its working machinery, bave
been idle. It was a plain duty, if ever there
was one, ta initiate tbis Bill bere, and at the
beginning or near tbe beginning of this session.
It is only a few days since I reminded the
Huse that in the four sessions wlien I was,
under the late Government, leader of the
Senate, we bad nineteen bills initiated bere.
Tbe Employment and Social Insurance Bill of
1935 was not one of those, but it came ta us
fromt the utber House before the middle, of the
session, while ample time remained ta deal


