
J ANUARY 18, 1916

are engaged in the war. The terni of the
present Parliament expires this coming
autumn. It bas invariably been the
practice of preceding Governinents to dis-
solve Parliament and bring en a general
election a very considerable time before
the expiration of the life of Parliament.
Since Cenfederation the practice has been
to dissolve Parliament in the -third or
fourth year of its teri. In very excep-
tionial cases has Parliament continued to
the flfth year. In anticipation of this
practice being observed by the present
Government. criticismi in the press and
otherwise has been very strongly expressed
since jhe declaration of war 'in 1914 against
a general election being held. Very natur-
ally a ditference of opinion bas existed
amongat the supporters of the Governinent
on this very important subject. A very
influential section naturally took the
ground that since the accession of the
Government to office it has been called
upen te assume snch extraordinary obliga-
tiens, financial. and otherwise, inherited
frein the late Government, in the carrying
eut of those two great railway enterprises
the National Transcontinental and the
Canadien Northern, that the assumptien of
these obligations warranted the Govern-
ment in making an appeal te the country
for a mandate as te the course they should
pursue touching thqse subjects. Following
upon this came the war in which we are now
engaged, and which necessarily involved
Canada, net only ini enormous expenditure,
but in the adoption cf a policy concerning
which the Government would be unquestion-
ably justifled in seeking from the electers
confirmation of the pelicy which. they have
adopted. On these three questions alone
the Government would have been war-
ranted in making an appeal te the people.
-On the other hand, a very large section of
the people have taken equally strong
ground. that under ne consideration would
the Governinent be warranted in plunging
the country inte a general election at a
time when we had assumed such respensi-
bilities and were f acing ail the consequences
of a war. Streng resens can be readily
advanced in support of either position.
In view cf the expiration cf the
life cf' Parliament durmng the ap-
proaching* autumn, no, other alternative
presents itseif than for the Governnnent te
make preparation for, the dissolution cf
Parliament or te throw upen Parliaiment
the respoesbility of extending its Mie fer

such a reasonable period as te carry us over
the probable continuance of the war. In
deference, therefore, 'te public opinion the
Governinent is prepared te subinit te Par-
liament a measure previding for an ex-
tension cf the life ef Parliament. -In defer-
ence te public sentiment whioh 'bas been
very strongly expressed upen the sirbject I
have he doubt Parliament Will net hesitate
te accept the responaiibility which. condi-
tions have cast upen thern, and thus relleve
the Governinent fretin the necessity cf -fol-
lo'wing the practice whicb invariapbly bas
been adopted of dissolving the House at
an earlier period than the effluxion of its
time, and thus avoiding the holding of a
general election while engaged in the seri-
eus and lamentable business cf vwar.

Referenee bas been -made in the speech
frem the Throne te the ail abserbing ques-
tion cf t'he w.ar wiLh Germany. This is the
third session since the declaration. of war
that we have been called upon te deal iwith
the subjeet. When Parliamnent met in
August, 1914, immediately after 'the deelara-
tien cf war we were hopeful cf a reason-
ably early termination.. We then had cer-
tain anticipations as te the extent te wbich
we sheuld participate. These anticipations
were largely based upon the signa 'which
were then apparent. Even Great Britain
herself et that particular time seemed net
te realize the magnitude whioh it lias since
developed. The war since -that date bias
spread te an extent which could net have
been antieipated. It bas net only con-
vulsed the 'whole of Europe -but bas ex-
tended te the Orient. Since that period it
bas taken in Turkey, Italy, the Balkan
States and Ja.pan, until at the present
moment nearly 'the whole cf civilizatien is
involved in a cataclysin cf etrife such as
history lias neyer knoiwn. Ne good purpose
can be served in discussing at the present
moment the -causes which have lead te this
frîghtful convulsion in our twentieth con-
tury -civilizatien. The greatest a'nd most
important question that we are facing is te
pro.perly realize and te perforin our duty
at this most critical Uie in cur existence.

There seenis te be an impression in 'the
minds cf seine that we have entered inte
this war veluntarily and witheut cause;
that it was purely a matter cf cheice, and
that we were free 'te elect whether 'we sheuld
or should net engage therein. Hsppily this
vie-w is conflned te a very limited sphere
of publie opinion, and thère is the general
recognition qDf the principle and the fact
that when the Empire is aet war Canada is


