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45,000 public servants. The Minister responsible for Public 
Service Renewal says that even more layoffs are in the works. 
That is callous and uncaring.

There is so much more left to be done. So much of the public 
interest was ignored in this budget. The government went half 
way, but it could not bear to bring itself all the way in order 
to defend our economy, to defend our social programs and our 
future prosperity. I am truly dismayed by several aspects of this 
budget. All things politically correct were left virtually un
touched.

Farmers will remember the broken promises. Remember how 
the Liberals would never sign the GATT without strengthening 
article XI(2)(c). They signed it anyway. Western grain farmers 
lost the Crow subsidy. They can add to that a new fuel tax and 
major cuts to farm programs in the agriculture department itself.My constituents have indicated clearly, for example, that they 

want the CBC to be downsized by two-thirds. Instead, it was cut 
by 4 per cent. Through an extensive survey process my constitu
ents told me that they want the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development to be substantially reduced. Instead, the 
government increased that budget by 12 per cent. Special 
interest groups are left virtually untouched. The Canada Council 
was cut by a mere 2 per cent. The National Film Board was cut 
by just 5 per cent.

This government quite happily kicked farmers in the teeth, 
but not until after it had won the election. Farmers are willing to 
do their part, but if cuts in other areas were as serious as the 
agricultural cuts, we would now have a balanced budget within 
our sights.

My own constituency is presently facing a grave economic 
situation because of this budget. It will take a hit all out of 
proportion to its own numbers. The Hope weather station will be 
closed next month. More important, Canadian Forces Base 
Chilliwack in my riding will be closed over the next four years. 
This will mean $105 million or 7 per cent of all economic 
activity in Chilliwack will be cut out.

I find it disgusting that the government can go ahead and cut 
UI but not make dramatic reductions to these other agencies. 
The government has not dealt equitably with the people of 
Canada in leaving so many institutions unscathed. How can the 
Liberals start cutting our social safety nets when they refuse 
first to abolish their own gold plated MP pension plan? Perhaps the Minister of Finance did not see the study that was 

released on Monday. It showed that in terms of regional distribu
tion, British Columbia gets $700 million per year less than it 
should, given its share of the population. Again, we are ready 
and willing to make sacrifices in B.C., but why would the 
government increase the regional disparity by taking $100 
million more out of British Columbia?
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Many budget items simply reflect the power of individual 
ministers. Why did Cape Breton Development Corporation 
receive a 69 per cent increase? The fact that it is in the riding of 
the Minister of Public Works and Government Services may 
have something to do with it. Why will CIDA be downsized by 
only 30 people? The Minister of Foreign Affairs swings a lot of 
weight in cabinet.

With the possible exception of Cold Lake, Alberta, there is no 
community in Canada that will suffer more from this budget 
than Chilliwack. And the Liberals call that fair? I call it 
shameful. The people of B.C. will one day pass judgment on 
Liberal policy.As I have already stated, this budget was not about fairness. It 

is not that I am in disagreement with all of its decisions, but the 
hypocrisy of this budget makes me question everything the 
government says. This budget was all about broken promises. 
The examples are legion.

No longer will there be a land forces presence west of the 
Rocky Mountains. In the case of a natural disaster or civil 
disorder there will no longer be that natural resource that the 
people of B.C. can count on. This is short-sighted. It is bad 
policy in a civil, military and an economic sense. The third 
largest province in Canada deserves better.The government promised never to change the workforce 

adjustment directive without union consent. It is breaking it. It 
promised massive changes to social programs. There are none, 
though there must now be massive changes down the road. It 
promised not to increase taxes on the middle class but it did it 
anyway. It promised to reform the GST, but the GST is un
changed. The Prime Minister was to repudiate the NAFTA. 
Today he praises it. He promised to increase foreign aid to .7 per 
cent of GDP. On Monday he slashed it by $500 million.

Now I must come to the bill before us. The fatal weakness of 
the budget is that this bill will work great harm in Canada. In two 
years Canada will pay $51 billion in interest alone. Program 
spending will decline to $108 billion and interest payments will 
increase to half of our program spending. That borrowing bill is 
nothing more than an enormous social program for foreign 
investors.

The Minister of Finance decries the Reform taxpayers' bud
get, but Reform alone faces up to the truth. Because of the 
interest payments on our national debt, the frightening prospect 
of the total destruction of many of these programs is looming

Two years ago the Reform party proposed cutbacks in the 
public service totalling 30,000 to 35,000 employees, cutbacks 
which would have been over and done with by now. The Liberals 
called us callous and uncaring. Now they are gleefully laying off


