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Unemployment Insurance Act

chartered accounitant, to their member of par-
liament or to others for assistance in getting
their rights. I think the minister wiil agree
that the procedure I have outlined is grossly
unfair and inefficient. It should be looked into
and corrected.

Another point aise warrants the minister's
attention. I flnd that the staff of the local
offices are prohibited from giving any assist-
ance to men who wish te fil out these forms.
If the staff is not allowed to do that, why are
tbey there? Why have a traincd staff in the
field if it cannot use its experience and train-
ing to help others who nced that help? This
matter should be reviewed and sornething
shouid be donc about it.

Anothor point is worthy of consideration,
and that is the attitude of the genoral public
to the unemployrnent insurance fund. Many
people who have rctired have corne to me
saying that thoy are going to apply for unem-
ployrnont insurance. Some of thema may have
had to retire because of healtb or other rea-

sons. They corne to me and say, "You know,I
paid into this fund for 30 years and I sbould
bo able to got back wbat I paid in."

You sec, the goneral public doos net look
on this as an insurance fund. In a way, it
thinks it is a sort of insurance fund; but at

the end of thoir working lives our people
want thoir rnny back. In other words, the
fund provides protection, but in people's
minds at the end of evorytbing it becornes a
savings fund. The idea is that you sbould get
back xvhat you paid in. There is good reason
for this frame of mmid, and I speke of this
earlier in my remarks. The fault lies with the
government that introduced the legislation,
and wjth the government of the past ton
years.

In 1959, when the last amendment te the

act went through, I remember speaking in the
bouse and pointing eut that people such as
fishermen and bush workers traditionally
hold down seasonai jobs. If they werc te be
brought undcr the unernploymont insurance
fund, the fund would no longer work on the
principle of an insuranco fund. I did net say
thon, and I do net say now that mon in these
brackets do net need assistance and attention.
My point is that by including them in the
fund the governmont destroyed the credibility

of the fund as an insuranco fund.

I remember saying that, as a rosuit o! the

governmont's action, the peeple in the coun-

try would say, '"Wcll, the fishermen neyer did

work ahl yoar; they can't flsh for 12 months;

they only flsh for six or eight months of the
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year, and during the other four months they
dlaim unernployment insurance. If they do
that, wby can't wc do the same thing? Why
shouldn't we work for eight montbs and go on
unemployment insurance for the other four
montbs?" That tbinking developed froma the
actions o! the government of 1959. No effort
bas been made by the government to 'seli"
the idea te the public, that this is an insur-
ance fund available for the protection of po-
pie whe are no longer able te proteet
themscives.
* (4:30 p.m.)

One hast word with regard te, the increases

in the cest te emploees proposed under this

bill and the increased benefits whicb will

apply. Over many years a situation bas devel-
oped in wbich, unfortunately, more and
more peoplo live from pay te pay. The young
generation bas boon raised in this atmos-
phore. Frorn the timo they arc out of the
cradie and big enough te watch television or
read magazines and newspapers tbey are
tempted te buy geods which are beyond their
means. It takes a strong minded individual
indeed te rcsist ail the hures of advertisers
today. The resuit is that wbon a man becernes

unernployed for wbatcvor reasen, bis expensos

do net decreaso; they romain constant

because there are usually a number of pay-

monts te meet. This is why it is a good thing

in tbis day and age te increase these benefits,

se that the probiems affecting a farniiy are at

least diminisbed wben the hroadwinner finds

himself suddenly eut of work and without

incem e.

I was listcning te the bion. member for
Queens-Lunonburg (Mr. Creuse) talking about
regirnentatien. The regirnontatien which beth-
ors mo-I de net knew wbetber it bothers
hirn or net-is the way the working people of

this country are regimented in connectien
with payments te finance cempanies, furni-
turc companios and mortgage cempanies. This

is the regimentatien wbich should cause us ail
condomn. At least te the extent that this bill

tonds te reduco the effeots of this regirnonta-
tion, I believe it warrants support frorn ahl

members of this bouse.

Mr. Lawrence E. Kindi (Macleod): I arn

glad te have an opportunity te say a few

words on this legislation. I listened with a

great deal of interest te the speeches made by

the bion. member for Queens-Lunenburg (Mr.

Creuse), and the lion. member fer Timmins

(Mr. Martin) who bas just resumed bis seat.

Eacb of tbem. brougbt eut sound and excellent

COMMONS DEBATES6844


