HOUSE OF
Business of the House

Mr. Si. Laureni: The hon. member for
Lake Centre (Mr. Diefenbaker) says, “with
a hidden report.” The hon. member should
make a more worthy defence of the position
he occupies and not make an insinuation of
that kind.

Mr. Diefenbaker: It is not an insinuation,
it is the truth.

Mr. St. Laureni: The hon. member knows
that there was no hidden report and he
knows also that if he had been placed in
the position in which the Minister of Justice
(Mr. Garson) was placed his conduct would
have been similar to that of the Minister
of Justice.

Mr. Diefenbaker: There can be no justi-
fication to break the law.

Mr. Si. Laurent: The hon. member for
Lake Centre says that he does not think
there is much in this amendment moved
by the hon. member for Winnipeg North
Centre (Mr. Knowles). The government has
no objection to the amendment. Hon. mem-
bers say that this motion is designed to
throttle parliament, but that assertion is
ridiculous. All that is being done is to ask
that there be more time when hon. members
can say whatever they have to say about
these bills. It is to remove something which
would throttle debate upon them; that is
the purpose of the motion before the house.

If the hon. member for Winnipeg North
Centre wishes his amendment to pass, I have
no objection to it. I do not think that much
can be added to what has been said. A
certain number of charters for pipe line
companies have been granted. I have been
told that these charters are regarded as
being of considerable value and will be
regarded as of greater value if no more are
granted. Whether that be so or not, I do
not know. I do think that having approved,
as we did, of legislation that provides that
these incorporations must be by act of
parliament, when incorporators apply for an
act of parliament they should be given an
answer. It is for that reason and that reason
only that the motion has been drafted. I do
not remember who it was, but I can assure
the hon. member who inquired that I drafted
the motion myself.

Amendment (Mr. Knowles) negatived.

The house divided on the motion (Mr. St.
Laurent) which was agreed to on the follow-
ing division:
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