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expiain that te thcm in a very quiet, unbiased
and serene manner, yet in a vcry realistic way.

The officiai opposition should ho proud of
the decision of the government to institute a
committce te study the causes of unrcst, and
I mean ucrcst in matters of inflation and undue
mecrease in prices. The government is just a
committee of parliament. Therefore, when a
matter is referred hy the goernment te the
House of Commons or the Sonate it shows
that the government bas placcd confidence in
parliament. This is a case where the officiai
advisers of the govcrrnent are nlot asked for
advice. The matter is suhmitted by the acces-
sory, the governrnent, te the principal, the
Hoiise of Commons; it is referred te a cein-
mittee of tbe bouse fer study. That is a mark
of confidence hy the government in parliarnent;-
and all these whio are strong advecates of
responsihie gevernment shouid he among the
first teo pay trihute te the governmcnt for the
institution of tbis committee. What is the use
of reading speeches made in the past, hy any-
one frorn the Prime Minister (Mr. 1\ackenzie
King) down te the bîîmhlest member of the
bouse, when conditions were entirely different?

1 helieve in the wisdem of parliament. What
is wvreng sometimes, and what I compiain
of, is that irrespensihie people, who are net
the humnpers for the policies of the gevere-
ment, give advice wbicb may ho geed some-
times and may ho had some ether times, hut
advicc that should net ho reiied upon w'ithout
the tissent of parliament. This time the gev-
crnimunt lias taken parliamnent into is con-
fidenc-e andi has said: wc wviil appoint a cein-
mittee composed of rnemhers helonging te ail
parties in the bouse,' who will meet together,
wbo wiil make a survey of conditions, wbo
wiii study tbe rise in prices, and who wili
report profitoering. This is the suhstance of
the motion, now hefore the Chair, and this
I ficd fair. I bave ecougb confidence in the
honesty and wisdomn of my celleagues te
helieve they w'ill do a good joh, upon one
condition; that tbey wili nut listen te lectures
that mav ho givon thom hy so-caiied experts
but that they' wili inquire inte the facts. Tbey
wvili ho in the position of judges conducting
a prohe. Have you ever seen a judge listen
te a lecture hy a witcess? That witness would
ho sentonced for centempt of court if hoe
tried te lecture the judgo sitting on the honeb.
Whiat is the cluty of tbose memhers who bave
the signai bocour of baving their names on
this comrnittoe? It will ho te inquire into
the facts and te try te know exactiy whicb
prices are tee bigb to, ho censid.ercd fair. In
the second place, they wiii have te find eut
wby these prices are se bigb, and, in the third
uiace, the remedy whieb they can suggest te
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tbe House of Commens and the geovernent
for the improvement of conditions. Tbis is
oh viens.

How cao bion. menhers insist upon, the
imposition of controls? It means that thcy
are se hiasod that they want the goverement
te impose centrais new, hefere an investiga-
tion is made.

Mr. MeCULLOUGH (Assiniboia) : We do
net need one.

Mr. POULIOT: If my hon. friend, knews
ail], ho should have said se in his speech. But,
instcad of that, lie read cewspaper articles;
ho d-id net lot us share bis knowiedge. Hlis
duty was to inform us. Either hoe kcew ail,
or hoe did net; and, if hoe kncw ail hoe wouid
net bave had the timo te read oe line from
the neýwspapers. If hoe did not knew, wby
doos hoe pose as knowing se mucb?

It is dangerous te try te know too much.
It is important te ioarn a lot; and when a
mac is 50 sure of himself tbat hoe wiil tell the
bouse of Commons of Canada that hoe bas
nothing te iearn from anvoce, thon bie sheuld
resigc and go te other places. I regret sayicg
that and it is most unfortucate that I ficd it
necessary te do se. I do it, in spite of the
personal respect I have for the bon. member
for Assiniboia (Mr. McCuiloughi). I have not
hccn cruel te him, and. I do net wanýt te he,
lut, I rursider tliis is une uf the mîost
important matters wbich bas heen hrought
beforo the House of Cemmons. It is the first
timie in my long pelitical career that a gev-
crnmoit lias come hack te the House, of
Commons for information, in order te draft
a poiicy fer the whole nation, from ceast te
c oast.

Memhers who serve on the committoe
should heware of the expert lecturers who
will try te shape thoir education, cite decimals
and tell the committec wbat, in their opinion,
shouid ho donc. People like that, if there
are anv, shoud nover be iistoned to. What
the committee needs is the farts.

Let mie give a few oxainples whiehi may
ho îîseful to the committee, if they are roady
te do a good job. First, I shall give credit
te the officiaI opposition. I cac remiemhor
a time w lion the chairman of the wartime
pricos and trade board was a kind of ogre.
Ho ivas a mi who was most disagreeahle,
wbo con4.dered bimself infallihie, ws'bo would
neot listen te acybody and who was ready
te defend ail the wrongs done hy bis staff
and the personnel surrounding bim. Strong
repre"îPntations werie made' hy the officiai
opposition, and they were successful. Today
that ogre i.s in the cuphoard, and hoe bas


