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new requiremnents resulting froin the deve- the principle upon which the British empire
topaient of our country. What forai we alone can rest, the principle that the British
should adopt, wbether the governient empire is composed of a galaxy of free
slîould participate or net, wliether the gov- nations ail owing the saine allegiance te
ernaient slîeuld help or flot, or wliat should the saine sovereign, but ail owing para-
be the forai of assistance, are questions fliut ailegiance aise te their respective
which present theaiselves and as to whicli peoples.
we have taken ne pledge, and as to whieh We were invited te discuss three sub-
we shall have flot onlly te consult oui- jects-the commercial relations, the political
frieiîds but have the advîce of parliamient irelations and the mfilitary relations which
at large. Tlîat is not ail. There is another ouglit te, exist between Great Britain and
sentence in tliat paragraph to whic-li I wonld lier colonies. As to the question of coin-
ca Il attention merdiai relations, I do not propose to sùy

The whole question of transportation and inucli at this timo, because I do not believe
terminal facilities continues to occupy mu 'h it can bo disdussed s0 well now as later.
attention, and aiy governneat will iaiaidiately 'When my hion. friend the Minister of Fin-
appoint a commission of experienced men Io nce (Hon. Mr. Fielding) brings down his
report on the subject. budget-and 1 hope to be able to, say that

ýVhîat is the aieaning of this ? Theo buse that will be at an early day-we shahl better
kiîows that w-e have expended a great de.al be able to take up the question whichlibas
of aioney in order to remove tlie congestioni been referred te, by my lien. frieîid (Mr.
ilîicli is every year taking place at the Borden). In the meantime, I ean satisfy
head of Lake Superior, and provide ternii- hi on one or two subjects as te which,
nil facilities ot the different ports of the perhaps, lie lias not ail the informiation lie
country. We have cxpended nt Port Col- might have possessed. The hion, gentleman
borne a great deal and also at Montreal, says tîsat the Canadian representatives do
Quebec anîd at St. John, N.B. We are asked îlot appear to have made any propositions
to speîîd more nîoney in these and other'to tHe conference. Sir, we went te, the cou-
places. Parliament will be called upon to foreîîce without aîîy propositions wlîatever;
niiake new sacrifices. But before we spend we went to receive and entertain suggestions
aiîy neney, wvhether at Port Arthur, Port froin the ethers. But, wioî we came bo-
Colliorne or Montreal, Tliree Rivers, Qýue- fore that conference we hiad suggestions to
bec or St. Jolhn, wve think it of the highest off er and propositions te make. The trade
p)ossile moment that we should have a coi resolutioîî passed by the conference was the
inittee of experts, the most experienced work of my lion. frieuîd the Mýiiiister oif
mencu thîe country ean fnrnish, !ni order to Finnice. My lion. friend the Postmiaster
obtain frein tlîem a full report as to wliat General (Sir William Mulock) ntroduced a
is required, se that, before another dollar resolutieîî te reduce the lpostage on news-
is asked freai parliament, parliament sbloîud papers and periodicals between differeiit
know exactly wlîat anint is required and parts of the eaipire, and I am glad to say
hiew it shall be expended. 1 tlîiîk thînt tlis that tlîat proposai lias already beoli actedl
is an idea wlîiclî wvill cemmend itsehf te the upen, and aiy lion. friend lias taken stops

jndgnent0f iembrs c hou sies. te give effeet te tlie suggestioni lie f ljudgnen ofmemersof othsffes. off ered. Tue Postiaster General ilso iii-
Ihiv. ti-. report tT. sesion ?elkl troduced the resolution, which wvas carried,

harotlît î-post flls essin ?to have the nietric systensi adepted tlîrongh-
Tlie PRIME MINISTER. That is more out tlie Britishî empire. Tîsese, of course,

tîsan I can say. The commissionî will be an- were minor points. Uponi the main1 ques-
neunced probably 011 Monday, bnt whether tion at issue, 1 have only this te sny l
Mwe shallhav aîî- report fuis session 1 caniiet anticipation of tlîe debate whichi w-ill take
say. place Inter- en-that the coniditions lu 1902-B

MIy lion. friend devoted a gre:ît part of 1in Great Britaiii are net tise saine ns were
lus tinoe te the confereîice w-hidi) toek pilace the conditions of 1897. In 1897 Great Brit-
iii Londeon last suinnîier. He -id( tlîat fluisnin lîad netlîing ns te Nvliicli sue ceuld
conference liad been biarren of results. I make--if 1 niiay se say it-a reciprocity
cio net shinre that opinioni. 1 (Io îlot share thse treaty ; but now the conditions are clianged;
opiniion that the enfereuice which sat in Lon- Great Britain lins imlpesed a duty 011 cereals
doli, a nd nit w-hieh tue r-epý-e.ieitatives of anid is new in a piosition te mieet oui- views.
aIl thîe self-governiiig colonies f001: part, was and, poi-liaps hiave a recipî-ocity of tu-ade be-
barreli of results. Tr-ue if w-as void of sucli f weeil Canada and Gr-eat Britain. Tlîat is
i-esults ns were aiificipated by tiiose short- 'thse reason wlîy w-e have spoken diffei-eitly
siglîted men w-ho w -oiiVd catuse England te ini 1902-3 fross the way we spoke in 1897.
revrit te tIse fatal pehicy of ftle eighfeentlî We ai-e net files ou the wlieel-we move
centur. mrliese naim was te saddle the colon- witlî tlîe times, and, the timies having chang-
jes w-îjth burdens mvhlcli de isof belong te ed, we were ready te take advantage 0f the
thlin, a uiolicy w-hieli carried te extrene! opporitunity and place oui- views befoi-e tlie
hauits in tlînt age. Li-onglt about the violent Britishî pai-liament. Wheflier thoy will
sepai-ation of the Ainericaîi colonies frons fîuctify or nef remains te be seen. Tlîe
the inotiei-laiid. Tlîat enfe-eAce settled now budget las liot heon presented by the
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