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or four heads, at most, and would have shown that such a
number report in & certain direction, and such a number in
another. But the result ot all this vast expenditure can
only be to excite amusement, if it does not excito indigna-
tion at the waste of money. I think all the gentlemen ¢f
the House will agree with the remarks I have made in that
direction, when they look at the book and read it. The
First Minister says he has not road it, but if he looks
through it he will agreo that it was a wastc of money to
print it.

Mr, MILLS, I have already pointed out that these
questions were not calculated to elicit information which
would enable the Iouse to come to an imelligent conclu-
sion. 1t was, instead, a sort of political catechism ad-
dressed to various electors throughout the country to elicit
the political opinions which they held on various questions
connectod with the Tariff. When we look at the character
of these questions, they scom to have been drawn up for
the purpose of ascertaining the political views and feelings
of the party to whom they were addressed. Now, here is
question 13 :

‘“Are woollen goods and hardware in common use amongst the
farmers increased, or otherwise, in price by the Tariff 1"’

In answer to this quostion, I find one gentleman says:

““No; they arc lower than they formerly were. Weollen goods are

cheaper.'’

When I look further, I find in answer to that question that
the same gentleman says that wool brings a better price
than it did before, on account of the Tariff. Ycu have
dearer wool, higher wages, and_ yet cheaper woollen goods,
All those things which make up the price of the article are
higher than before, but the article itself is cheaper than be-
fore, Then, with regard to the prosperity of the parties, 1
find that those very parties who were selling their goods at
a lower price than before are more prosperous than they
were before. Now, are these answers of the slightest value
to the House ? 1t seems to mec an utter waste of public
money to employ it in the publication of & document of this
sort, and I say so without any disrespect to the Chairman
of this Committee.

Mr. FERGUSON (Leeds and Grenville). If these ques-
tions constitute a political catechism, they possess a strange
significance. The hon. member for Perth (Mr. Trow)
said a fow moments ago that he was on that Committeo, and
as a representative member of the Opposition he stated
distinctly that very few members of the Opposition sent out
those questions to their constituents. They either refused
to do so, or were afraid to have that catechism answered
dixtinetly.
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AMr, LISTER, I would ask the hon, Minister how many
copies of the report of the Committee on Interprovincial
Trade were printed ?

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD. Tho Government can
not tell. That is for the ofticers of the House.

Mr. LISTER. That is another perfectly uscloss report.
Ilon. gentlemen sometimes corae to this House full of pro-
jects, The hon. member for Richmond (Mr. Paint}, as
soon a8 he got here, moved for a Committee on Interpro-
vincial Trade That Committee sat from day to day, and
from weok to week, and no doubt cost this country a good
many thousand dollars. 1 suppose the report is a second
cdition of the report of the Commitiee of my hon. friend
from Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton). I would like to know
what this report on [nterprovincial Trade cost the country.

Mr. PAINT. It was a small report of only 40 or 50
pages, but it contained all the information we could gather
in the short time allowed us. I imagine that the cost of it,
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inclading expenses of witnesses and tho printing, was not
over $1,000.

. Mr/CHALRTON. Can theChuirman of that Commit{ee
inform us what have been tho results of that report ?

Mr. PAINT. The result of it was this: That the Quobec
flour merchants assured me that they obtained their flour
I3 cents cheaper; that the Grand Trunk Railway had 200
cars of freight for tho city of Quebec; and they found that
the prossure that Committee broaght upon them was to
their disadvantage. They attached locomotives to 100 cars
of freight and took it to Montreal, and started it by the
North Shore Railway; and from that time the Lower Pro-
vinces havo received their freight during the summer at
less rates—25 cents loss per barrel of flour. The amount
saved the country was about $75,000.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. member should move the re-
appointment of the Committee.

Mr. PAINT, 1desirc to say that, owing to the oppo-
sition offered by the hon. member for West Durham, we
were prevented from doing a8 much good as we might have
done.

Mr. CHARLTON. The hon,gentleman hasnot informed
us how the bencficial results were reached.

Mr, PAINT. The freight rate waslowered from Chicago
to Halifax.,
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIT. What was done with
the amount, $1,000, voted last year ?

Str LEONARD TILLEY. The hon. gentleman was not
here Lust Hession when the leader of the Opposition pointed
out the importance of have a gpecial vote of $1,000 for this
service, 1t was voted last Session, and is continued.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What works woero
bought with tho money ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. T do not know,
placed at the digposal of the Library Committoo.

Mr. MILLS. Tt is very desirable that works relaling to
America should be obtained, as the Library is very defective
in this particalar. 1 should like to ask tho First Minister
whether any steps ure being taken to transfor the Manuscript
Department to the Library. 1 do not «ay the books shou:d
bo placed in the Library where they wounld bo exposed to
injary and destruction; but it is very inconveniont to have
them stored in the basement of the western block, I have
had occasion to go there, and hon. members who aro anxious
to consult those manuscript volumos could doso with greater
facility it they were more accessible. T hope steps will be
taken to transfer that branch from the Dopartment of Agri-
culture t5 the Library, and make it a branch of the Library.
[ believo Mr, Brymner is a very competent officer, and one
who takes great interest in hiy work, and it is not of advan-
tago to him or to the public that this Department should be
placed in a basement, where it is almost inaccessible, There
is not sufficient light and ac :ommodation, and those histori-
cal records are rendered almost uscless to the public, at the
present time, on accouut of the inconvenient position 1n
which they are placed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think it is inadvisable
to place them in the Library. They will be safer elsowhere.
In England, the Archives are under the chargo of the Master
of tho Rolls, and are kept in a separate place, entirely dis.
tinet from the Library of the British Museum. The hon.
gentleman was quite right in stating tbat our manuscript
volumes are not accossible, becanso there is not sufficient
room ; but the new building in course of eroction, will con-
tain a good library rcom and fire-proof room, where all
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