4 Speech from

Controverted Elections Act, 1874,
relating to the election for the Electoral
District of the East Riding of the County
of Hastings ; also a certificate and report
from the Hon. Mr. Justice Henri T.
Taschereau, one of the Judges selected
for the trial of Election Petitions, pur-
suant to the Dominion Controverted
Elections Act, 1874, relating to the
election for the Flectoral District of
Kamouraska.

ADMINISTRATION  OF QOATHS  OF
OFFICE BILL—{Brr No. 1.]

(Sir John A, Macdonald.)
FIEST READING,

Sik JOUN A. MACDONALD in-
troduced a Bill (Wo. 1) Respecting the
Admiuistration of Qaths of Office.

Bill vewd the furst time.

SPEECH FROM THE THROXE.

Mnr. SPEAKER reported His Ex-
celleney’s Speech {:om the Throne, and
read a copy thereof e the House, which
1s as follows :—

« Honourable Gentlemen of (he Senat: ;
)
“Qentlemen of the House of Commons:

“In mecting the Parliament of Canada for
the first time, I desire to express the gratifica-
tion I feel at having been selected by Her Ma-
jesty for the high and important office I now
fill, and to assme you of the great satisfaction
with which I now seck your aid and co-opera-
tion.

“In acknowledging with profound gratitude
the reception which has been accorded to my-
sclf, as Her Majesty’s representative, I am also
commanded by the Queen to convey, through
vou, to the people of Canada, Her thanks for
the loyal, generous and kindly manner in which
they have welcomed Her daughter.

< The contribution of Canadian products and
manufactures to the great National Exhibition
at Paris, last year, attracted much attention,
and, it is believed, will have a Leneficial effect
on the trade of the Dominion with Europe. I
congratulate you on the success which must,
in no small degree, be attributable to the kind
and uncecasing exertions of His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, as President of the British
section. The report of the Canadian Commis-
sioners will be laid before you when received.

Mr. SPEAKER.

[COMMONS.]

the Throne.

«Iam pleased to inform you that the amount
awarded for the Fishery claims, under the
Washington Treaty, has been paid by the
United States, and that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment has arranged with Canada and Newfound-
land for their respective shares of the award.
The papers on the subject shall be submitted
to you.

« The important and rapidly increasing trade
between Canada and England in live cattle
has been seriously threatened by the appear-
ance, in various parts of the United States, of
pleuro-pneumonia. In order to prevent the
contagion from spreading to Canada, and the
conscquent interruption of the trade, I bavc
caused an order to be issued under the Animal
Contagicus Discases Act, 1869, prohibiting
the importation or introduction into the Dc-
minion of American cattle, for a short period.
It is hoped that the disease will be, ere long,
extinguished in the United States, and the

necessity for continuing the prohibition
removed. Your attention will bLe invited to

an amendment of the Act I have just referred
to.

« My Government has commenced negotia-
tions, with er Majesty’s sanction, for the de-
velopment of the trade of Canada with Irance
and Spain, and with iheir respective colonics.
I hope to be able to lay before you theresull
of these during present
Hession.

41t is the purpose of my Governicent to
press for the most vigorous prosecution of the
Canadian Pacific Railway and to meet the
reasonable expectations of British Columbia.
In carrying out this intention, due regard muet
be had to the financial position of ihe country.
Communication by rail has been effected be-
tween Manitoba and the United States systew
of railways by the junction, at St. Vincent, of
the Pembina branch of our railway with the
St. Paul and Pacific Railroad. 'T'hat portion of
the main line which extends from English
River to Keewatin is now being placed under
contract, and will be encrgetically pushed to
completion in order to secure, as rapidly as
is possible, the connection between Lake
Superior and the great North-West.

« A Bill for the amendment and consolidation
of the Acts relating to Stamps shall be sub-
mitted for your consideration, as well as a mea-
sure amending the Act rclating to Weights
and Measures. -

« The decennial census must be taken in
1¢81. I think it expedient that a measure for

negotiations the



