
I t w`i ÿ l l~~-~be"j you=-=the'~ entrepreneurs , bus i nesses and . ..
risk-takers--who will make the agreement work for• ' Canada .

Cr I t, i -cs--. of - the ' 'agreement -1 have been , unab-I e' to . mount any k i nd of
be I i evab l e attbck ` on the bas i s - of e i ther ~ econom i c' f act - or
economic theory . Instead, they have engaged in a patheti c
d i sp I ay--.,of --f ear--monger I i ng , sayi ng : that- we are s6 l I i ng out the
country or giving up our sovereignty - .
The =f act "i s :that" none of"` the re I ements, ' essent i a l to our
sovereignty, were on the negotiating table . For instance, our
cu I tura I~,A ndustr-i es : are , spec i f i ca 1 1 y- c exempted : f rom the
agreement .

None-' :of :'the social . programs , -"' reg i ôna I ' deve I opment programs and
other po I i c i es , wh i ch we cons i der to be `v i ta - l tô ' ° our - un"i que
identity and our sovereignty, are subject to the agreement .

Furthermore, if the agreement were such a threat to our social
policies and- , programs, how could we have" * introduced the_--" -
national day care program, which -hasto be one of .the most
ambitious social programs Introduced In this country since
Medicare?

So, what exactly are the critics afraid of?

What are they talking about ?

Who knows? But I'II tell you what we're talking about .

We're talking about an agreement that will make our economy
stronger and more Internationally competitive . This, in turn,
will make Canada a stronger country, even more confident in
Its own Identity and Its unique social and cultural fabric .

This agreement represents a new vision of Canada as a strong,
dynamic country which has a leading role to play in the world
and the confidence to play It .
It Is about jobs and economic growth, now and into the
twenty-first century . It is about opportunities for growth for
regions of this country which, up to now, have not had their
fair share of the wealth generated by our economy .

It Is about sovereignty because only an economically strong
country can support unique social programs and cultural
policies .

Most of all, It is about securing and enhancing access to our
largest export market .


