
Children, the UiN Conivenion and the Mledia,

It seemed that the two child-murderers got more During the genocidai massacres in Rwanda lasthostile publicity than aduits would have got for the year, when more than five hundred thousand cl-sarne crime. This probably influenced the punish- dren, women and men were brutally butchered, there
ments which became very harsh. Also in the United were also children among the killers; in some casesStates, where a child is killed by gunshct every two they were very young. They were cliscovered by for-
hours, the Bulger case was a first page story day eign journalists in prison afterwards. How should
after day. A picture fromn a seciurity camera was pub- these boys and their participation be described?

fihdshwn the two boys walking away with the Silence is of course flot the answer, neither are sensa-little child; that very image appeared as a symbJol of tional reports dehumnizing and demonizing theifi.
smaalied illusions. Well-researched. backgronds are needed in order toThe child as perpetrator probably causes more explaizi what really happened; and for such reportingvibrations because of th~e widespread child-victii the voice of the child himself is important.image; the coritrast betweeii the two<i iis petting. Some reot on chl prsitto have reflectedCbild criniinality therefore tends to be an eim0tiofal similar dilemmnas. It is flot easy to see the real child
issue and newsworthy, for instance, gang assau1ts ini that vulgar environment in which girls and also
ftganst otiier miziors. boys sometimes are ,Ppnfn ri b. ai4rn Tlho l*iVi1v


