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Pacific Northwest targeted for growth
NATIONAL REPORT — ingtoE&P,whichbasesitses- grow,butataslowpace.This the ricting in Los Angeles, the pie. And Portland, Ore.,
Sales of hardlines and build- timateson salesofall outlets comesasnosurprise,assever- whose estimated are which did not even rark
ingmaterials are expected to  that sell these products, in- al retailers throughout the approaching $1 billion, and among E&P's top 50 sales-
risemarginally this year,and cluding discounters andspe- state have experiencedsevere whose rebuilding is likely to. generating cities last year,
certain metropolitan areas cialty stores. salesdeclines and contractor have along-range positiveim- was ranked 48th with salesof -
could experience significant  All told, the United States saleshavebeenwaydgwndue pactonsalesoftheseproducts). about $493 million.
declines. is expected to produce $114 tothevirtualstandstillinnew _ Onthe other hand, the Pacif- The West, in fact hassever-
According to figures in the billionin hardlines and build- home construction. . ic Northwest seems to be the al pockets of growth. Nevada
1992 Editor and Publisher ingmaterialsales thisyear,a The Los Angeles and Long hameimprovementhotspot,as  is projected toexpandits sales
Market Guide (E&F), 10 2.5 percent increase over Beachareas however,willcon- sales are expected to grow in by nearly 8 percent; Arizona
states—three ofthemin New E&Psestimatesfromthepre- tinuetogeneratethemosteales Washington and Oregon. by just under 4 percent. But
England—will generate less vious year. in any metroarea. Accordingto  Although sales in Seattle Colorado's sales are projected
sales in these categories this Californig, by far the na- E&P, the metroL A regionis are not expected to increase to decline by 4.3 percent.
year.Theotherstatesandthe tion's largest retailhomeim- projected toreachsalesofabout dramatically, they are contin- The Texas market appears
District of Columbia willshow provement market (seven of $3 billion, slightly above last uallyinchingupwardsassev- to be rebounding, too, with
atleast slight home improve- the top 50 metroareasarein years $2.97 billion. (These eralhomeimprovementplay- sales expected to grow by 4
ment sales increases, accord- the state), will continue to data were caleulated prior to- ersare trying tograba pieceof percent. Houston, Dallas, Fort
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