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containing some of the earth's richest, most diverse and, in some 
cases, most vulnerable natural endowments. The biggest single 
contribution that we as Canadians can make to global 
environmental security is to manage this endowment responsibly 
and sustainably. Our intentions are good in this respect, and we 
have made a significant beginning through such measures as the 
Green Plan and the establishment of national and provincial round 
tables on environment and development. 

But let us, as Canadians, recognize that we are still among the 
greatest contributors on a per capita basis to such global risks as 
global warming and ozone depletion. We are a long way from 
managing our natural resources on the basis that meets sustainable 
development criteria. We still have not moved far enough toward 
managing our forests and our fisheries, for example, on a 
sustainable basis. 

In the vital area of governance, Canada has always seen itself as, 
and been seen as, an example of a country that achieved its 
independence and has been able to manage its affairs and resolve 
its internal conflicts in a peaceful, civilized manner. That image has 
received a severe jolt from the results of the recent constitutional 
referendum. 

One can question the wisdom of reducing such a complex and 
important issue as a nation's future to a simple yes or no response. 
However that may be, we are now faced with picking up the 
pieces, and we cannot allow this to be taken as the last word in 
shaping the future of our country. We have to face the fact that, 
though we may be tired of the perpetual round of constitutional 
negotiations, they are an integral part of the Canadian reality, and 
we must learn te live with them, just as we live with otr cold 
winters. 

While we now need a pause before resuming negotiations, this is 
not something we can long put aside. It is wishful thinking to feel 
that we can simply put aside the constitution. This would, I 
believe, best be done, however, by moving negotiations into a new 
constitutional assembly composed of representatives of the 
provinces and territories, the federal goverrunent and other key 


