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agricultural programmes. We are prepared to promote increases in food
production by supplying agricultural inputs such as seed, pesticides and
fertilizers, within the framework of agricultural development projects. We
agree upon the need to improve the existing early warning systems and
improve transportation arrangements. Political obstacles in the countries
concerned should not be allowed to stand in the way of the delivery of food
to the hungry. We emphasize the need.to examine the establishment of a
research network on dry zone grains. We shall strengthen our co-operation
with African countries in fighting against desertification. Continued efforts
are needed by all countries in a position to contribute to any or all of this
work. We call upon the Soviet Union and other Communist countries to
assume their responsibilities in this regard. We have set up an expert group
to prepare proposals for follow-up-measures to be reported to Foreign
Ministers by September 1985.

Ill. Multilateral Trading System and International Monetary System

10. Protectionism does .not solve problems; it creates them. Further tangible

11.

progress in relaxing and dismantling existing trade restrictions is essential.
We need new initiatives for strengthening the open multilateral trading
system. We strongly endorse the agreement reached by the OECD Ministerial
Council that a new GATT round should begin as soon as possible. Most of us
think that this should be in 1986. We agree that it would be useful that a
preparatory meeting of senior officials should take place in the GATT before
the end of the summer to reach a broad consensus on subject matter and
modalities for such negotiations. We also agree that active participation ofa
significant number of developed and developing countries in such
negotiations is essential. We are looking to a balanced package for
negotiation.

It is also essential to improve the functioning of the international monetary
system. We take note that the Finance Ministers of the Group of Ten, at their
meeting in Tokyo in June, intend to complete their current work on ways to
improve the functioning of the monetary system and to put forward
proposals, to be discussed at the next meeting of the Interim Committee of
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