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CHAPTER: VI
PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES

86. Quite early in its career, the International
Commission took up the question of liberation and re=-
patriation of the prisoners of war and civilian internees
with the Joint Commission,

Article 16 of the Geneva Agreement laid down
that: -

"The liberation and Tepatriation
of war and civilian internees detained by each

(a) all prisoners of war and civilian internees of

: 4
of Laos, shall be liberated within a period of

thirty (30) days after the date when the cease |
fire comes into effect;

(b) the term "eivilian internees" is understood to
mean all persons who, having in any wa

(e) all foreign prisoners of war captured by either
Party shall be surrendered to the appropriate
authorities of the other Party, who shall give
them all possible assistance in proceeding to
the destination of thelr ‘cholce”

This specified that:-

(1) only those taken prisoners or detained in Laos
would be the subject of an exchange;

(11) all Laotian ang foreign prisoners of war and
civilian internees would be liberated by 5th
54

87. The International Commission at {ts fourth Listes,/

meeting (17th August, 1954) decided to ask the Vietnamese Numb":‘
People's Volunteers/"Pathet Lao" an

d Franco-Laotian Dele. Planzw
gations to submit to 1%, 1ists, numbers ang plans of the Rele

88. The Vietnamese People's Volunteers/"Pathet Lao"
side, on the other hand, submitted on 17th August, 1954,
a project regarding the procedure for the exchange of

prisoners of war and civilian internees, The following
were the salient features: -
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