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World Meteoroloical Organization

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is the youngest
of the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations, having obtained
that status only on December 20, 1951, when an agreement between
WMO and the United Nations became effective. The Convention
bringing the Organization into existence was signed by 37 countries
in Washington on Octo'ber 11, 1947 and came into effect on March 23,
1950. WMO's first congress met on March 19, 1951 in Paris.

The purposes of WMO, as outlined by its Convention, are: to
f acilîtate co-operation among the various meteorological services; to
promote the establishment and maintenance of systems for the rapid
exchange of weather information; to promote standardization of
meteorological observations and to ensure the uniform publication
of observations and statistics; to further the application of meteor-
oiogy in such fields as aviation, shipping and agriculture; andl to
encourage andi assist in co-ordinatîng the international aspects of
research and training in meteorology.

The Present membershiD of WMO coninrisea 54 states and 22t


