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and ]eft handed, the one with a knot on the end of the curve
and the one that hadn't quite the right curve; worthy prede-
cessors of the spick-and-span hockey stick of to-day.

To play the grand aid gaine of shinny it wasn't by any
meaus necessary to have a ri uk. It was like a xnouth-organ.
Yeu couid play it anywhere you iiked; on a snî ail patch of
ice, in the snow or on the bare graund. You couid play
with skates, or without, you could play in your bare feet if
you wanted ta. Trhere wasn' t mucli style to shÎnny or any

conventionalities. Nobody was ever sent ta the sides for

violating rules and referees were as scarce as hen's teeth.
However, playing off -sides was nlot allowed, except perhaps
in the case' of a left-handed player. The penalty was to
'shin" a man for oif-side play: after a mnan was sbinned

his identity as a left-handed player was always established.

Shinny -was in nîany respects a rough gaine; it was nlot
sand-papered"and glossed off so niceiy as hockey, and if
rude boys got into the gaine they would slash and the
resuit sometixnes would be that soinebody would have to
retire f rom the game ini order ta extract the *'biack" f rom
their face. This was very seldom, however, and the
casuaiity list of shinny would feel ashamied of f tself if it
were around today ta see how hockey has outclassed it in
this Une of work.

Shin pads and skates! Weli p'raps skates, if there was
ice. Shin pads? No sir! You couldn't induce even a foot-
ball player ta don this article sanie years aga. There hasn' t
been a gamne invented yet ta take real shinny's place. Hockey
isîice sometimes and often exciting-but it is sometmmes
liable ta put an frills.

Say fellers, 'niember the aid gaine of shinny, when the
count used ta be about 33 ta 28, with 35 more gaines ta
play! When 1 think of these aId gaines I can again hear
the exquisite music of the empty fruit can as it went clank-
ety-clank over and over, and over and aver and over the
frozen clumps of graund. If the aid shinny epidernic
should ever break out again we' il neyer be taa prend ta
play it, noa sir. Hockey îs lively and dashing, but it's a
counterfeit after aIl. Hand us over sanie shinny, boys.


