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Metropolitan Commission of the Island of Montreal
The Metropolitan Commission"of the Island of

Montreal that was created recently, for the super-
vTision of the finances of sixteen municipalities sur-
rounding the City of Montreal marks a new spoch
in1 civic administration, not only in Canada but on
this Continent, inasmuch that if successful it will be
a basis upon which can be buit a system of govern
ing a large metropolitan area without the municipal
units losing their autonomous standing in so far
as the government of their own community is con-
cerned. The charter of the Metropolitan Commis-
sion is fundasmentally similar to that of the London
County Council, though it is limited at present to
the financial supervision of the municipalities that
corne under its control, with the exception of Mont-
real itself wqhich is independent of the commission,
cther than contributing towards its cost, and to the
funds and credit necessary to place three of the
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to Montreal, had through extensive improvements
increased their debits to such an extent that to save
them from bankruptcy the city was asked to annex
them. This Montreal was prepared to do provided
otheradjacent municipalities, such as Westmnount
and Outremont, were also anne-xed. Naturally they
objected, and other ways and means had to be found
to serve the delinquent municipalities. Hence the
metropolitan commission, under which the stronger
municipalities help the weaker.

Of course, as already said, the Commission is -an
experiment and its success depends on the spirit in
which the members work together for the common
benefit of the whole district. As a number of the
members are the actual originators of the idea we
can confidently hope that every opportunity will be
taken to insure the Commission's success.
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