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WHAT THE ALASKAN AWARD MEANS

CiI ANADA iiuay weil bc pleased at the' naunier inwici ber case was prepared and presented. For
the preparation, Ilon. Mi'. Siftoon, as Secretary

of the tribunal; Mr. F. C. Wade, K.C., and Mr. W. Kiiu,
aur Astrononier Roya], deserve grreat crc(lit. 'l'lie data
fils two well-printed volumes (case and counter-case),
with two appendix volumes and(two'v elaborate portfolios
of nmaps.

'l'ht' mention of the' thrc naines associated with the,
%vork uf preparation calis ta inid that the' University of
Toronto mnay bc pardoined for taking sonît special inter-
est in the' tribunal, for aill the' ('atadian jurists on the'
case, wvith the exceptiont of Sir Louis Jette, are aluimnni af
titis liniversity: lon. Edw'ard Blake, the' late Chief
.Justice Armriit, é\. yleswortlh, M\r. Christopher Rob-
inson, HoIn. ( l ifford Sifton), Mtr. Wu-de and Mr. Duff.
Mr. King is Filso one' of oîmr gl'a(latt's. In spcaking hier(,
of the' ITniversily of TForonto w'c iinelude Trinity, of whiclh
Mr. Riobinson is an alunmns.

One' of the' grentest disappointînt'nts ta Canadians in
Cûçnneetioni with the' arbitration ]las been, I think, the'
faet that Lord Alverstone' failed ta become an advocate
for this country, jîîs as thet' irot eommissioners for the'
United States wvere advocates for their country. The'
UTnited States' coxmissioners -wtrc ccrtainly flot ''cmi-
lient impartial jurists,'' but pohiticians eager ta gain a
victory before the' forthcoming Presidential eleetion.
Th't' case gave muciei roomn for compromise, and a.strong
manx, sucb as the' president af the' tribuinal, should bave
been able' ta gain a. fairly favorable result for this
country. Withoiut refiectîng in tht' slightest on tht' legal
strength of the' C'anadian position, it was, to say tht'
teast, an extrermely astate move an the' part of the Unitedi
States ta encourage Lord Alvt'rstone to close his eyes to
tht' fact that the' actual constitutioni of tht' tribunal ivar-
ranted him in being a littie more than mierely judgc. lD.
this they appear ta hiave succeeded eminently.

Tht' United States as a great eouintry is neyer sus-
pected of being inagnaninmaus. But its bitter opposition
to Canada obtaining convenient egress fromn the interior,
e"pecially as sncb egress was aiter ail to it of no great
moment, will sèrve to brîng home to tht' Canadian mind
thé faet that there is very little ta be gained from. nego-
tiations witb tht' United ,States. The' lesson wili ble ser-
viceable in conneetion witb tht' overtures comîng to this
couutrý for reeiprocîty of tariffa.

-.1How does the award leave the territorial boundaries 'i
Qu the. uorth it leuves theni in practically tb:e positiiý

they have beeuî in siice 1898, tile yt'ar of the' Klondi4c
stampedt'. 'llie onivý differenic is thiat ta tht' northwest
of tht' Lyrn Canial we lose a stril) varying frixu 8 t() 20
imiles of iaw-gm'ade gold coiintr t',wîc st'ily ilupari -

ant for 1beuîig t t' werseI b' i lie [Dalton trail juta the'
Yukon. lru thic sontl wc vugain two large islands at the'
inouth of the Pi ( and ( htline 1, Wales and Pearet'.
Cireat bit teruîess lis, beeii raîîsed iliroughout Canada by
eilxalksîzîugý tht' idva, Illiai Ihle strat egie valut' aorwe
ship aver these islands lias benî inst by the two adjaenrt
islands, Kannagliiinîut and 'Suian, remaining in the'
liancs af tlie tlnited States. Now, tbis idea is ini a incas-
ure inistakei. i>o.t Simpsonî is 15) iiiles distant frorn tht'
mosi. southt'riy point ai these islands; but tht' rocky
headland, Cape Fiox, on the' iiiaiand, 6 miles faiibcer
away, is reporte1 as beiig capable ai nîuel better fortifi-
cation andI defence, iltliougli, af course, not afft'ring somo
ai tht' naturai a(lvantivres of an island. Ateordingly the'
ownerxship by a ioî'eigni p)owert i the' two sinal îia
mt'entioncd will l)rol)ali libe found ai no overpawt'rilg
consequence. Tfhe distuirbinýg feature is rather that ap-
parently aiter ('nai irght ta sovereigiity over them
xvas recognized, they -wert' transicrred ta tht' United
States witbout (our b'IluSiI ebtingo consultcd.

A littie ]ighit inay be tbrown an the t'ommercial situ-
ation ini tht' dispiited territory. WýT' etill rcad in tht' press
statements that îvould lead uis ta imagint' that Dyea is
a town ai imnportanee. Similai statements wcre made by
the' Aiierican counsel before tht' tribunal. As a niatter
ai fact Dyena is niow oiy a, namne. -Il was a. mutshrooit
growth, and ta-day is absalutely dead. Wholc streets of
cabins stili stand, but they are deserted. 'lTe broad bas
fledged and flowp. 'Whtn 1 visited tht' site last May a
solitary "squawman'' and ''klatcb'' occupied ont' cabin.
Ile wvas engage(l in the' nat too honest business of selling
off -wbat timber lie couid tear fromn the' huts about Iimii
and take around the point ta Skagway, or dawu 17 or 18
miles ta 'Haines' Mission, wliere the' United States is
building a barracks.

Skagway, at tht' hcad ai tht' Lynnl Canal, as the' part
af tra 'nshipment faor tht' Yukon, the' starting point ai the'
narrow-guage White Pass and Yukon Railwvay, is really'
tht'- only town ai importance in tht' disputcd ter'itory.
It had in 1898 a, population af from 8,000 ta 10,0,00,
whicb bas fallen at present ta between 1.200 and I.,300,ý
200 of whieb are United States troops. The' only excuse
Skagway has for continuing ta exist is as a part of-
transhipmeut £or' the' Canadi,114 Uiterîox, Withbawt ibis
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