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IN alcove H, on sbelf 41 of "The Lihrary of
Queen's College at Kingston, C.W.," tbere

reposes a duodeciuîe volume, houind in vellum,

bearing its years well, thougb nearly twe centaries

anld a baîf old, and containing as its frentispiece a

curieus and interesting piéture. A vesse1 is about

te make its way between twe tal t pillars ereéted one

on each side of a narrew strait. The breeze is fair, tbe

Cavas is fully spread, and five flags fluttering gaily

frein prow, tbree îuasts and stern, serve te mark the

occasion as one of unusual significarice. The fsh

ofthe sea are the vessel's escert, a doiphin dispert-

'1ng itself on eacb side, and a tbird spouting like a

miniature wbale right befere ifs prew. A second

Ship in the left hackgeund is fellowing in ifs leader's

wake, and if we were te clamber te the mast-head

&%nd look backward, we would see many anether

Craft rneunfing the rounded waters and mnaking

'teadilY in the same direclien. At the foot of the

8naîl engraving runs the legend, Mufti pertransibu nt

'ý augebitur scientia, and belew it stands tbe date,

1645, The whole serves as piéterial intredu6tiefl

to B3acon's Novumn OrganuCm

fling e aevrortunate, througb the prompt action of our publisberse
eigable îo give a cui of *hspicture.-The Ediiors.

LondonerS may peraps stili have been eagerly

discussing thle startliflg reports from Naseby, one

day in the leafy month of June, when this tiny

volume was issued from the press. At the time it

would create hardly the faintest ripple of interest,

y et its appearance is an indication that even in

these stormy and portenteus days, when the greatest

men bad given themseves up-some eagerly, serne

with reluitancete the red business of war, a few

stodjous rninds there were, Who had tine ad desire

to refleét upon the words of the founder of English

tbought. But let us look simply at the engraving,

which is attached in its meanig, not to 1645, but

to eventS of seme twenty.five years befoe.

The fashien of the piéture deserves a passing

notice. It is surely not the preduét of a great artist.

The formalisto of the two columns, confronting the

beholder like two big nine-pins, dominates it ail.

Grewing up eut of the ground on the tbree visible

sides of each coluin, is a small plant, on each side

ne, te wbich a ditingusbed botanist* has bardly

dared to assige as a naine, the naine of anything

that bas realy bloomed, but would, if tbreatened,

cati an Englîsh primrese. If one flower nods to the

left its single blossOm rising above its fivepointed

leaves, tben its .i i nods its sin-le blossom,

rising above its five-peinted leaves te the rigbt. Four

srmaI1 round stenes are laid on tbe soit on one side

of tbe piéture' and tbe îîunber of smatl round stoues

on the other side is four alse. Two doîphins must not

swiin botb at once to tbe same side of the vessel,

lest tbe nice adjustment f the piéure 14e disturbed.

Wbatever freedem of andling is to be found ha&

exhausted itself in producing two ships, a hne jein-

ing wbicb would net roC up and down the centre f

the piéture, as rnigbt have been supposed, but siant-

wise frem tbe rigbt foregroufld to the left hack-

ground. if it were pern4issible to attribut e se rnuch

insigt to tbe artist, it înight be argued tbat ha

meant to suggest by tbe easy posture of te vessels,

as contrasted witb the trimness and balance of tb1e

rest of tbe scene, that tbe .pilot of the volume was.

about tn leave bebind him the eld intelleétual.

lanrs. ofmre interest than the style of the

piétore is the testimflen1y which it bears te the grew-

ing, spirit of maritime adventure. Perhaps at n(>

previelis age in the hister5' of Europe was national

geatness 50 fuilly identified with greatness at sea.

England bad produced three navigaters wbe in the

early life Of Bacon were in their prime, Frebisher,

Hawkins and Drake; alnd Raleigh, tee, had beeu

teniptif1g the main. Already it was seeau tbat tbe

world, as it was being mnapped eut by Eurepe's bold

seamnen, oeuld pay tribute te that nation atone

wbiCh waS master e.f the sea.

Professor Fowker of Qtieefls University.


