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EC110 AND NAIICISSUS

The lovely aîid taîkative ilnpli Ecbo
livc(I free fromn eare and wbole of heart
aintil she met NXarcissus, bnnlting in the
forest. Thîis frivolous young lady no

<sooner bebield the youtb, thaii sbc fell
deepiy iii love witlî bii, and iras pro-
portioiately grieve(1 -heu suce sav Iliat
lie ilid not retuin lier- affections.

Ail bier blandishinents were unavail-
ing, an(I, in bier despair at lis bard-
beartedniess, she inuplored Venus bo
punishlî iitu by making lira suifer the
pangs of uinreqiifd love; theti, mnelan-
eboly and longing t0 die, she wandered
off mbt te mountains, far froîn the
bans, of bier former conipanions, and
there, brooding eontinually over ber
sorrow, pined away until there remaîn-
cd naught of bier but bier mnelodious
voice.

The gods, displcased at ber lack of
pi'oper pride, condeimned ber to biaunt
rocks and solitary places, and, as a9
warning to rother impulsive itaiderîs, bo
repent t1e last sounds whieli tell upon
be'r cars.

Venus, alone bad not forgotten 1)001
Ecbo's lnst passionate prayer, and ias
biding ber' lime to punish bte disdain-
fil Narcissuis. One ilay, aftcr a pro-
longed clbase, le hurried to a loiiely
1p00l to siake bis thirst..

Quickly lic kncît upon flic grass, aîîdl
Lent 'over the pcllucid Waters bo take
a drauglit; b)1t lie suddenly l)ansc(, sut'-
pi'iscd. Down uîear tLe pcbbly hottoin
le s.aw a face su passing fair, tbat le
iîîimediatcly lost bis beart, for lic
tiîougbit if belonged f0 some water
nyniph gazing up) at Iiitu thî'ougii the
transparent flood.

W~itlt su<lden. passioni lie cauglif at
the Leaul ifîtl apparition ; Liit, te
mnomnt Lis ais touched fthe ivater,
thte Itynipli Vi tislîcd. Ast on isît cd anîd
(lisrnaye<l, lie slowly wifbdcrew to a
SiOte d tistan('e, an btllr('tthlessily await-

fThe rtgitateu water's sooti iestîtiie<l
titeir iiiii'î'or Iikc( sîîîool iiuess H iiid Na r-
eissits, ah)I)ioaeli ng noiseicssly oit fil p-

toc, and cautiouasiy peeping int the
pool, became awarc first of curly, tumb-
led locks, and then of a pair of beauti-
fui, wvatchflfn, ainxio us ees. Evident]-Y
tLe nyrnph had just concluded to
einerge fimoîï bier lîidiing place 10 recoII<
noiter.

M ore prudent this time, the vouth
gra(lually Lent furîher over the pool;
and, reassureci Ly his kindly g1aiices,
the nynîpl's whole head appeared. In
gentie toues t1e youth now addressed
lier; and bei' ruby lips parted anid
înovcd as if she wvere answering, though
not a sound caine bo bis car. lu his
excitement lie began t0 gesticulate,
whereupoin t-vn siiowy armns repeated
bis every gesture; but when, encourag-
ed by hier loving glances and actioi1s,
lie tried once more to elasp her in hiS
arms, sbe vanislîed as rapidly as the
first lime.

'fime and agàiri lte saine pantomimie
was enacted, andl time and again the
nyiipli eluded bis toueli; but flic enaln
ored youfh could] not tear ixuseif awaY
frorn the spot Lauuted by Ibis smeeý
image, whose sensitive face reflectcd bis
evcery cinotion, arid Wbo grew as pille
anid Wall as e-edîtllike him,
vi('tiin to love aîid despair.

Even the shades of iniglit eoiuld 'lot
iltive Narcissuis away from bis posf, and
wii'e lthe pale mýoonbeamns illuiined blie
retireaf, lie bent over thc pool to ascer,
taini whetber slue too were anxious and

sleless, and Qaw lier gazîîîg longiIigy
11p ai, bim.

rfiere Narcissits lirîgered dayan
niglif, witbout eatiîîg or drîiîingi, 1111tiî
lie diecd, lii fie suspeeting tlui the faI"
cei(1 ýnpb1 î wtt s lit bis own ittînge r'
fleetedll i lie eleart waters. EeLo Mffi
avenged ; buit tIie gods of, ltiU
glîte e((I(oit lia5iont~ely lowil 11pOflt
met ilii ' eot'pse, anud elîtg( fl t

fluiweri beaiitig ilte yoifli 's n1aTne, wiie
lias ev'q Silce ttLi'led ed (nt

pools5, whelci ifs pale ilinageis e15 rj
refleet C(l.


