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We retural witb the present issue to the
An

Explanation. usual arrangement of our columns. The
nuniber of readers Who have compiairied

to us th-ht they bave missed their Il topics "is very large.
The complaint is a «ratifyitin- one, becausc it shows~ that pub
lic attention follows what appears in these columns. We cati
assure those Who have coiniunicated xvith us on this sub-
ject that there is only one reasýon why wve have varied our
usual routine. The subject of preferential trade bctweeîî
Canada and England and bebween Canada and the other En--
lisli possessions is so important that for the present it dwvarfs
ail other issues. The great difficulty people find in Canada
is that of obtaining, authoritative information on almost any
question, absolutely without suspicion of its heing I cooked.
As to the trade question there is a general uneasy iinpres-
sion that the txvo parties do xîot look upon that ques-
tion from the sanie standing point. The Conservatives are
supposeki to have a leanirng to London. The Liberals are
alleoed to look to Washlington. The average non-party Cauit-
adian wants to know what the farts are before lie judges. To
supply this want for three issues we devoted the first place in
our columils to Mr. Van Sonimer's papers. To that gentlemnn
wve return our acknowledgments. is third paper on the
various treaties contains a mnass of information in tabular
form, which could not be acquired without a great de'L of
research. Ir, is very suggestive, and Canadians may draw
some salutary lessons froni it. The intelligent and tbinking,
lover of bis country will require no further explanation of a
course whichi ought to show that TiE WEEK desires only the
interests of truth. We appeaied some time ago for informa-
tion from the North-West as to the Hudson Bay Railway.
We have received some information, but not enough. The
people in Eastern Canada desire to know ahl about that sub-
ject. We would welcome reliable information about the
Inining capabilities both of this Province and British Colum-
bia. The Newfoundland question has sunk out of sight.
Is it not more in the interests of the Dominion to discuss
these questions than it is to try and set the Provinces figlit.
ing with one another

The primiary duty of any journal whiciî
DooaI aimns at the ideal of TnE WEEK is to give

information. Tbe field to be covered
ranges throughi aIl subjects froui Politics to Music, froin dis-
cord to litrmoniy. Stern fact and prosaic reaiity must find
room as Wveil as the fanciful creations of iigçination. The
strugygle for existence is so exacting in a comparatively new
country that there is almiost no leisure class. The compens3a-
tion paid to literature in Canada, and the consideration
given. to lit.erary men by the great würld are so snmall that
oniy a very few devote attention to letters. The conse-
quence is that the practical sîde of literature receives und lie
encouragement. The general trend of educationi is towards
improvemnent in material directions. Education for the sake

of education exists almnost no lon ger. A man or youth in
Canada goes to a University, not to receive a general educa-
Lion, but to receive special training for some profe3sion or


