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e6que and even dramatic fE atures of tbe twe
bunldred and sixty years or se tliat bad
Pased silice DeMonts landed at St. Croix,
Lsd Ohamlplain founded tlie ancient capital
Of Quebec. Dulness and Canadian biEti)ry
'iere too cf ten considered synonymous, and
*ith 80eme reason, before tbe publication of
S» '1Pioneersj of France in the New World'
Ir' 1865, or fourteen years after tbe appear-
'SCO of bis tConspiracy cf the Pontiac,'
the first hein,., the beginning, and the latter
the end Of h~ie series cf narratives. The
OrilY Ierit0rjous history cf the Frenchi
regime that liad appeared before 1865 waa

tt bY Garneau, a Frenchi Canadien ; but
it orculatîon 'vas chiefiy among bis comi-

tatrglis, and the imperf act and jîl-done
Fjgihtranslation that had been made did

Dttend to make bim popular among Eng-
18-speaking peoples. The first volume cf

'lfld8 excellent work bad b3en printed
ii 861, and tbe second in 1865, but it is

8&f8 toeaay tbat very few persons, even in
PEngliali Canada, are yet aware cf its value.
Ifl the United States neither Garneau nor
PEln bad any readoesexcept a few bis-

doiuttd Mret,' tliese Frenchi Canadian
authors can neyer captivate the reader like

pr'alwitb bis power cf vivid narrative,
hie5 ciarni cf style, lis entbusiasm for bis
lubject, bis remarkabîe descriptions cf bis-
toticacenles and places, wbicb are s0 many
P5Iu Pictures cf tlie past. To his great work,
w'hl lie conceivsd in the commencement
0' hi'. nanbeod, lie devoted bis hf e witli a
rare fideîity, industry, and patience tbat
have neyer been surpassed in tlie demain cf
letters. The record cf those yeara during
wlIiel lie laboured te accompîlali what lie
Illade essentially bis mission, is one of strug-
81'-o witli ill fortune, or straitened
SIeaus, fer lie was happily well supplied
ýlth the world's gooda-but witb physical
.firruI tY to whicb many ctber men cf les
Tbenlitable purpose would bave yielded.
Th StcrY Of bis lifesbaoulfi be often bld te

% S"te the youth cf our country te patient
effot ',atever may be their vocation in
lit'e ,le Wbo shaîl tell that atory of

"0eendeavcur' writes one wlio knew bim
*oI1I Justin Winaor, 1muet carry bim into
tire archives cf Canada and France, and por.
tray hil Peering witli anotber'a eyes. HE
le depict him in bis wanderinga ever the

flgth and breadtb cf a continent wberevez
P 'euff adventurer had set foot. H1E

1nust track hi te many a spot hallowed b>
lhe 8acnifice cf a Jesuit. He muat pl&~

*ith l'ii the portag wbere the burdenec
traSder had bearkened for the lurking sav
age. 11e muet atroîl with bim about tbi

c'111 f ambuai wbicb badl rang witli tbi
do'h"keiland nmuet survey the field cu
tn b ere the Mies cf France bad glum

*ed il' the amoke cf battle. H1e wli
barud represent bim truly muet tell cf tba
CL.d courage whicb tlie assaulta cf pail

d nleyer leasen. Hie muet describe th

S'y ud inonths, and even years wlien tli

Iglit cf the5 sun was intolerable. 11e muE
irpak 'If the intervals, counted only by hall

hIui. Wbou a aecretary could read te but
tuhwere th3 obstacles which fer mei

ho fifY yeare gave bis physicians litti
boe"But nowbere in tire pagea cf b:
0 80j, distinguisired by brigbt, grapli
cfrrt'O - there any evidence cf depre

Wic0lfirits arising from that suifentr
'b1b *uSd h ave daunted s0 many men ar

th- V ertain vein cf melanclioly i
1? Ir litinga. The genias cf bis intellec

'fork il, biaudy a deep enthusiasm for t]
always carried hini far abo,

alI sucb considerations cf bodily suifering.
After aIl, in a sense, this same spirit cf de-
votion te a wertby object wag tbe influence
that animated the Jesuit missionaries whose
story bue bai se eloquently and accurately
told. It was the Eame spirit cf patience
and endurance that gave La Salle the cour-
age te overcome the difficulties whicb per-
sonal enemies as well as obdurats nature 50

long interposed as lie followed in tire patli
firat broken by Joliet and Marquette, and
at last feund bis way down the Mississippi
te the Gulf cf Mexico. A great book-
and lie certainly wrote sucli a book-ia as
mucli an event in bistory as the discovsry cf
new land or river. Mucli lappier, however,
than the bernic men cf wbom lie writes, lie
lived long enougli te sea the resulta cf bis
laboricus life crowned amid the plaudits cf
the werld. It is an opinion new generally
entertained that among the historians cf
the century net one can aurpasa bim in dlear-
nesa cf style, in tirat cbarm whicb lie tbrows
around the ligliteat incident, in the fidelity
witb wbicb lie used the material lie accumu-
lated at aucli great expense and despite so
many difficulties, in that diaregard cf ahl
sentiment when it became a question cf bis-
toric. trutli; but there is anctirer and moat
conspicucas feature cf bis works wbicb bai
certainly been neyer equalled by any bisbr-
ian, European or American, and tbat is bis
ability te bring before the reader the truc
natural cliaracteristics cf tbe scenes cf bis
histcnic narrative. Every place whicb ferma
the aubject cf bis history bears the impresa
cf an entbusiastic student cf nature in lier
varied guise, cf oe wlio knows every rock,
atream, lake and mountain asaociated witb
the incidents lie relates. Whilst every-
wliere in bis narrative wve se the skill and
fidelity cf a true historien, at the samie
time we can note the love cf the man for
tlie forest and river, for trees and flowers,
and aIl the natural beauties cf the country
through which lie leada us in the movement
cf bis history ; we recognize one wbe lias
atudied Indian life in the wigwam and by
camp fires, who ie a polet by the
power cf bis imagination and bis depth
cf admiration for Ged's creations, wlie is e

*political stadent who can enter into the ani-
*mating parpose and motives cf ambiticuk

pniesta and statesmen, A great histeriai
muet in these days combine aIl sncli quali
tieis if lie is te rajas bis work above tbf
level cf the mere en-ialiat. It may lie saic

rthat bis love of tbe picturesque was at timei
tee, dominant in bis narrative, but if tha'

I lie a fault or weaknesa it is one whicb tbfî
. general reader cf bistory weuld wisb te asi

imore frequently imitated. At ail events
3 it cannot be said that the imaginative c«

r dramatic faculty cf bis nature ever led bin
-te conceal the trutli as be read it, or te at
atempt te deceive bis readera by ebacurin

t bis Ifacta se aq te lead us te wrong infer
a ences. Hie bad the love cf the Puritan fo
e truth, and none cf that narrowness or bigotr
e that toc of ten made the Puritans unsaf
t teachers wben it was a matter of opinion c
E- feeling. Some cf us, especially in Frenc
1. Canada, will diffeor f rom seme cf bis cpur
-e ions and conclusions on moot pointa cf hi
.e tory, but ne one will doubt bis sincsnity
[s desire te be boneat. In paying thia tribal
[c te Francis Parkman the Royal Society i
s- Canada, composed cf Engliali and Frenç
ig Canadians meeting on a cemmen platfor
id cf historie study and investigation, nei
te only add that its memb3a recognize in hi
ýt, a writer cf wbom net simply New Englan
2e but Canada is equally proud, aine liter
vs ture knows ne geographical or section

limita, and though we cannet dlaim him a&
one of ourselves by hirth, we feel hie b3carne
a Canadian by the theme lie made bis own ,
and by the elevation and interest lie bas
given to the study of the history of tbis
Dominion."

PARIS LETTER.

Two facts that ara producing weighty
consequences in France-the Matlier eiglit
heurs work per day, and the adoption of that
principle in the Engliali dockyards, etc.
Next, the Eigliali Parliament voting tbe
eight hoursd work for minera. The old achool
of political economiats seem to bave loat
their heada in presence of these two ,facte.-
IJnable to refute them, they simply express
no confidence in thern, and so destroy the
last abred of confidence placed in their judg-
ment. The up-to-date economiats accept
two principlea, that tlie workman muet re-
ceive a wage to enable him to live at leaat
as a human being, and to secure this, salar-
ies must fix the price of commodities, and
not vice versa. Thie thoroughly democratic
character of tlie Engliali Chancellor's budget
lias created mucli confusion among the ad-
vocates of the continuance of the clumsy-
and unsystematic revenue system existing in
France, by atimulating public opinion to
adopt tbe income tax, graduated either in
poundage or baqis. of assesmment. Indeed
France bas no otber way out cf lier finan-
cial difficulties but tliat. The Budget Com-
mission unanimously admits as is net
ricli enougli to support the strain of 100-
million f rE. of new expenses yearly, and
that no freahl an is to be thouglit of ; it
aaid, econcmy and reforma muet be prac-
tiaed ; but that cuckoo cry is as old as the
cuckoo itEeif, and as safe for politicians.
Acta are wanting, not words, and ail that
can be gatbered consista of worda, unsup-
ported atatementa,and denying wbat cannot
ha controverted. This is tlie great diffèr-
ance between the Gaul and the Saxon. The
Temps tearfully lamenta,tbat the inquisitor-
ial character of an inceme ta;, witb ail its
vexations, would produce next to a revalu-
tion ; but in other countries, England and
the United States, where people are aajeal-

i Oua of tbeir privacy as in France, no revolu-
i tionary marches are undertaken, no Il oxey-
- iam " apprebended. IlTry it on;" it was by

3easaying tbe inceme tax that Sir Robert
1 Peel aaddled the nation with tbe impeat ;.
s with him tbe provisional waa the perman.
t ent.

3 The unfortuinate young man, Emile
I lenry, condemned to deatli-aged but 22-

> as the typa of the perfect anarchist, creates
r pity ; not for bis puniahment-slaying
i eigbt persons, wounding several for life,
- and regretting lie could not do more, are
g not pleas for mercy-but rather what he

miglit bave become had be kept straiglit.
r H1e believed in notliing, se bad nothing to,
y guide bim. H1e wanted te make bis own
e lawa, and to remalee society, if relics of it
r were left, after bis own fashion. H1e avowa,
b lie struck at aociety's beart, and accepta the
i- resuit tbat it etrike-off"bis head. But se-
s- ciety at wbich lie fulminates did ne wrong
>r to him; on tlie contrary, it beatowed on him
ue many favors. Being a remarkably intelli-
)f gent youtb, lie quickly made bis way at
h achool ; waa accorded an excellent sizarahip,
m by meana of whicli be could, had lie contin-
ýd ued to study, bave entered the Polyteclinie
m School, and then lie had a military career
lit ail opened to him, and where be was cer--
na- tain, by bis natural gifts, te rise. Instead,.
ai lie preferred te read hare-brained literature-
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