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iliSCJIYLUS AND TH1E BIBLE.

T HiE remarks of the Bisbop of Durhiam an Ilthe relation
in wbich. £,schylus stands ta the Bible" add to

recent qualîfying indications that there are men among
contemporary teachers of aur Christian religion who taire
a more logical, not ta say a more scriptural, view of Pagan
writers than bas been the custom of divines for nearly al
the centuries wbich have passcd away since the Apostles
went ta sleep. The modern use of the word "lpagan " and
Ilheathen " implies seif-conceit ta a far greater and more
dangerous extent than did the word "lbarbarian " when

* applied by the Greelrs ta ail that was outside Hellenic
civilization, and subsequently by the imitative Romans ta
ail outside what they considered Rame, and wben applied
by way of disparagement ta Greek and Latin writers as
compared with Jlebrew and Christian overlays a godless
fallacy. The God whom Christ preacbed as Ris Father
and Ilyaur Father " muet have exercised a providence over
Greeks and Romans as surely as over Jews, and either Ris
providence bas no existence or it is as watchful aver a
Kaffir as over the pious lady dressed in the fashion of the
hour, wha, prayer book in band, gaes ta hear a sermon an
behaif of African missions, andl swells tbe collection by the
tenth of the value of ber bonnet. Save that AîEscbylus
helieves in a bierarcby of gods, bis plays migbt be appro-
priately bound up with Job-in the samne volume as
Isaiab. Hie teaches morality-the exceeding bitter fruits
of iniquity, "lthe ineradicablo taint of sin," as powerfully

asmast of the sacred writers; with Titanic power he
preaches religion in aIl its great relations. Grant that
Gad made man in His own image, that lis watcbfuli eye is
over ail Ris works, that we live and move and have aur
being in Hum, and muet net aIl came fram Rim î Must
nçt tbe Greek sense of form and the Roman capacity for
la'w and government be traced ta lIim? leI it not atheis-
tical ta look askance at wbat is called Ilbu man learning '
Nay, bas net infinite harm been done by turning away
men's eyes from a noble part of the revelation of Rimself
He bas given and is giving us every hour '1 Short of the
Gospels and the Epistles of Paul and Isaiab, 1 know no
writing mare calcuiated ta raise a man, ta bring heart and
mind in closer touch with the Divine than the plays, espe-
cially the Agamemnon of A schylus, nom iii there a scene

iliterature, Ilsacred " or "lprofane," se full of terror as
that before the palace, a scene which seeins ta tear away
the veil between the material and the spiritual world. Its
peer is net in Shakespeare. "lThe vaice of law," says tbe
Bishop, "laddresses us even frein Athens." Rere we bave
the tone of disparagement towards the "lheathen " writers
which bas always chamactemized, and as 1 think degraded,
the pulpit. If God is (lad, must not Ris vaice addmess us
on every band, from a star ta a daisy, from man ta an ant,
aboya ail in that city wheme the grandeur of the human
intellect was maade manifest as it was neyer made manifest,
and lias neyer been manifested. elsewhere, save in Judea,
wbenaur Lord pmeached ta a people who were too low
intellectually and morally ta appreciate Him, and wbo

*treated Hum with tbe saine ingratitude, porsecutian -and
murder whicb bave been the wages paid in ail tîmies by the
people ta tîteir benefactars. Witness Rame, witness
Greece, witness Carthage, witness ail tbe European nations.

-But only one other man that 1 remember was grand
enough ta close his career in the spirit of the words:
,"1Father forgive them, for tbey know net what tboy do "
-words wbich take us ta an altitude above that ta which
the gmeatest bardly dare hope ta ha able ta lift their eyes.

Who can knor (lad 'Il "The God of the Bible " muet
bc diffrent-as conceived by different men. Ris nature
is past aur finding out-the way fie îs guessed at-con-
ceived-is ruled and limited by the moral and intellectual
cbaracter of the worshipper. Now there is plenty of evi-
dance that the aId Greeks had a very high conception of
their Supreme God-a conception which somnetimes differs
fromn that of the aId Hebmew for the better. Ramer is a
paiinter of manners sud a theogonist, wba degraded the
aId religion, as well as a paet, yet, reading him, we can-
net douht tbat the Hellenes attributed ta Z'ýus batred of
cruel deeds, providence, lave for justice and rigbteousness,
omnipotence-" for he can do ail tbings "; readiness ta
answer prayar. It is net in a Socrates only that wa flnd
faith-tbe female slave in the Odyssey prays witb confi-
dence ta "lFather Zeus," firet addressing him as Il univer-
sal ruler," juat as we bear a minister in bis Sunday prayar
do, then, sbowing faitb in bis providence and pity, begs of
bim ta fulfil ber prayer. Resiod teaches the omnipresence
and omniscience of Zeus, wbose eye Ilsees al] and knows
ahl." fie is for the Graeks "lthe Lord of Hasts," and
Diomedes bas confidence in bis aid in battle just as tbe
old judges in Israel bad faith in Jebovali. The Bible tells
us God makes Ris main ta faîl on the j ust and unj ust, the
evil and the good, and Nausikaa, addressing a much
afflictad man, says : "lZens distributes happinesa ta the
gaad and the bad, ta evemyone as be pleases, and ta thee
aime he pmobably bas sent this, and you ought by sîl means
ta bear it." Have we not here faith in a divine supranae
Power? What can it matter whether tbe name is Zeus
o r Jehovali 1 There can be no twa supremes. St. Augus-
tine, tbough bis writings breathe the samne spirit of dis-
paragement of Greek civilization in its religions aspect,
bas yet the breadtb and liharality ta say that there might
be no barm in the multiplicity of divine names. The sub-
stance is evemything-the name, the sign-wbat can this
signify 1 And aven in tha Jawish Scriptnres are there
net different names for the sanie divine substance 1

4t i remarkable that this tona of disparagement was

net cauglit froîn the Aposties, but is the outgrowtb, as is
sa mucli that bas distortad Christiauity of the wretcbed
conceit of littie minds-projecting their vast egoism over
the beaven of beavens itself. Tbe Apostle Paul in the
Epistie ta the Romans, and especiaily in one of bis sermons
in the Acts, indicates that the Greeks were net lef t with-
out divine guidance, and that their highest minds-tbe
great singers-tauglit divine truths, Kleanthes and Aratus
preaching tbe samne truth tbat Christ preached that we are
God's offspring. But equslly stiking sud significant
expressions may be found in other writers. Aschylus
stands first and apart as an exponent of the religiaus
yearning of the aid Greek beart as well as the religiaus
views of Atbens at its bighest. Iu the chorus of the
Agamemnon we have the following prayer addressed
surely ta tbe same God as an enlîghteued Christian war-
slips ta-day :

diZaus-power unknown, whom, since ta be calîed is
thine own pleasure-I by that name address. When 1
pander upon al] tbings I can conjecture naugbt but Zens
ta fit the need of the burden of vanity is in very truth ta
be cast from the seul.. And Zeus it is who leadeth
men ta understsnding under tbis law that they leamn a
trnth by the smart thereaf. The wound whare it lies dor-
mant will leed, and its acbing keep before the mind tbe
memory of tbe burt, se that wisdom camnes ta tbemn with-
ont their wil]. And it ia pemhaps a mercy fromn a power
who camne by struggle ta bis majestic seat." ls not this
the same as the teacbing of the Apostle centuries aftem-
wards tbat suffeing at the time is grievous but aftemwards
bears the peaceable fruits of righteousness î

"'Courage, courage, my child! there is still in heavan
the great Zeus who watches over aIl things and rules.
Commit thy excaeding bitter grief ta him and be not toa
angry against thine enemies, nom farget tbem."

The faith thua expmcssed in the Cher us of the Electra is
aboya what many a regular church-goer can attain ta
to-day.

1 bave often tbought wbat immeasumable gaod will be
done by the first preacher who will take divine truth
wbarever he fluds it. Suppose a preachar ta go intoaa
pulpit anae morning witb a volume of IEýchylus in bis
baud and explain ta bis congregatian the Agamnemnon,
pick ont tbe most strikiug divine truths in it, and show bow
God worked in the heart af the sublimest of Greek poets,
wbat a new breath of power would be felt sud bow the
lustre of ahl that is special and peculiar in the inspiration
of tha Hahraic books would bei brought out. By means of
comparison the mind of the cangregation would sec tbe
value of Christianity.

Paul can he no bad modal for a preacher. What does
he do at Athens i11He did not, ta begin with, tell them
they were too supei-stitioèts ini aIl thinga. [He was far too
good an orator for that. It is the same Paul wha, in the
twenty-second chapter, addresses those who wanted ta kill
hrira and had been beatiug himr a few minutes before (Acts
xxi. 3 1) as Ilmen, brethreu, lMera," for no doubt he sa w
leading Jews among the crowd ; the samie Paul wha, saeing
that the councîl was cornpased in part of Sadducees aud
Phamisees, cried out ho was a Phariseeansd the sou of a
Pharieea, I"of the hope sud esurrection af the dead I am
called iu question " ; the same who addresses Feuix in con-
ciliatory terms (Acts xxiv. 10) ; who addresses Agrippa so
courteously (Acta xxvi. 2); who, when rudely interrupted by
Festus, addresses hini as " most noble Festus," and beme
it may be said in passiug that Paui's Greak must bave
beau sucb as a well-educated mari of that time would have
spaken, or Festus wouid never have said Il much learning,"
much reading had made him mad. la it likely that this
great iman, who made himself ail thingsi tealal men, stand-
ing in a strange city, in the uuiversity city of the then
cultivated world of that day, would faîl inta the bad man-
ners and grass rhetoricaî blunder of telling the moat fasti-
diaus, the most cultivated, popular audience tbat at that
period or ince bas ever beau addressed by a public speaker,
sud this in the openiug sentence, that they ware Iltoo
super8ltiwu8 " ? Wbt lie did say ta themn was, that tbey
ware " somewhat too religiaus." This is the truar render-
iug of the phrase, bat it is the only one tha reason of the
case and the context wilI support. If ha wished ta use an
expression wbicb would have more truly expressed bis awn
ides, but which might have aouinded otTinsively, ha had it
in the word in the sixteeuth verse, properly translated
dg wholhy given up ta idalatry "; perhaps the very word
uaed by Paul when speakiug bis feelings ta bis campanian.
Again in the tweuty.tbird verse the word translated
Ildevotions " is au honourable word. Perhaps the hast
translation of the tweuty-third verse would be :"IlFor as 1
passed hy sud beheld your sacred thinga " or " the abjecta
of your reverence." But how wonld this consort with tha
previaus sentence, if the phrase, hos deisidairnonesterous
conveyed ta bis hearers the ides that they were Ilto
superstitions." But this is by the way. What, bowever,
was Paui's Il tExt " ý Wbat bis efrences 1 Ris text is
wbat ha saw on one of their sItars, IlTo the uuknowu
God "; bis references ta ,Greek poets who bad proclaimed
a great truth ta wbich lie naw wished ta caîl back their
minds. Nom does ha s.y : '"whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship," but "whomn themefora net knowing ye worship. "
If ha had said "ignorantly," thay wonîd probably net bave
listened ta anothar word, for, thaugh Paul wss a higbly
aducatad man, we may ha sure bis Graek did net sound
faultleas te an Athenian aar, and that ha spoke witb an
accent at once provincial and Jawish. But note bow much
islbatby thause of the word "lignorantly." Ha says ha
faund an sitar ta the unknown God, and proceeda ta tel

tham thay worsbip this unkuown Gad ignorantiy. This
rnighit meau they worshipped tbe God properly styled
unknown in au ignorant manner, ouly for the word "lthere-
fore," which suggests the trua meaning ta heasttached ta
ignorantly. But how much latter if what ha said is pro-
paly rendered:

IMen of Athens "-À ndres A tenaioi-the very words
thair fathers lad beard from Damostheues, the words they
wera accustomed ta hear from auy orators who than, in
the days of thair national degradation, might speak ta
them in the same tangue with whicb ha fnimiuatad over
Greece, sud fought siugla-handed a great king battling for
the national cause. IlMen of Athens-I perceive that in al
thinga ye are ovarmuch religiaus. And iudeed, as I paasad
by sud beheld the abjects cf your evereuce, I found aisa
(amongst that is many others) an sitar ta God unknawn.
Whom, therafore, not knowing ye waship ; Hum declame 1
unta yau."

This sitar Paul recognizea as erected ta the trua God-
ta that great Power of whom Ascbylus speaks in the pas-
sage aboya quotd-tle Gad whom reverent souls bave
worsbipped in ail times aud ail countries.

I wilI returu ta thia subject again wheu I need recrea-
tion-tha being taken outside aud awsy f rom the dapressing
du*ies of the bour. NICHOLAs FLOOD DAVIN.

H]UN T. KEATS AN]) SHIELLEY.

1N THE WEEK Somle time ago the Rambier cails attention
ta sonnets written by Laigh Hunt sud Keats ou the

grasahopper sud the cricket, and he weil points ont the
superiority of Leigh Ruut's work. Thare is, bowever,
anothar occasion wlere the poets contendad in frieudly
rivalry, with Shelley alsa in the lista. IlTha Wednasday
bafore last," wrote Keats ta bis brothers, Feb. 16, 1818,
"lShelley, Hunt sud I wrote escl a sonnet on the rive-
Nule: some day you shaîl read tlem aIl." Lord Hougîton
quotas these words in lis Il Life of Keats " (1848), aud
gives IlOzymandias " as Shelley's composition ou this
occasion ; but in the Aldine edition of Keats (1876) ha

ejects this sonnet aud substitutes au entiraly diffamant
ane, with the foilowing explanation : I"Up ta the discovery
of this sonnet among Shelley'a MSS., the sonnet antitled
1'Ozymandias' was believed ta ha that witten in campe-
titian with Keats." Readers wha desira ta investigate
the snbjact further may consult the Notes in Main's
IlTraasury of Englias Sonnets." Evidauce msy campai ns
to subtituta the other sonnet in place of IlOzymandias,"
but the latter is incomparably fluer in avary respect. Bath
are given here:

TO TUFE IE

Son of the aid îaoon-mountains Africati
Streani af the Pyrainid and crocodile!
We cali thee fruitful, ani that very while
A desert fille aur seeing's inward span:
Nurse of swart nations since the world began,
Art thon so fruitful ? or dost thon beguile
Those mnen ta honour thee, who, worn with toil,
1est thein a space 'twixt Caira and Decan?

O ,aay dark fancies err! Tho.y surely do;
"Fis ilcuarance that makes a barren waste
0f ail beyond itself. Thou dost bedew
Green rushes like aur rivers, and doit taste
The pleasant sun-rise. G4reen isles hast thou too,
Ami ta the sea as happily doit haste-Keats.

TUJE IE

Tt flows through oId hushed Aýgypt and its sands,
Like same grave inighty thouglit threading a dreamn,
And tines aud things, as in that vision, seeni
Keeping along it their eternal stands,
Caves, pilierspyramids, the shepherd bandig
Thât roained through tthe young warld, the glory extreme
0f high Sesostris, and that southern heam,
The laughing queen that caught the world's great hsnds.
Then carnes a mighitier silence, stern and stroug,
As of a world left empty of its throng,
And the void weighs an us; and then we wake,
And hear the fruitfui streain lapsing alaug
'Twixt villages, and thiuk how we shall take
Our awn calm, journey au for hurnan sake-Leigh~ Han f.

TO TUE I.

Mouth after month the gathered rai descend
Drenching yon secret A;Ethiapian deIle,
And frain the desart's ice-girt pinnacles
Where F'rost and Ileat in strange embraces blend
On Atlas, filds of mit suow hiaif depeud.
Girt there with lia8ts ansd matrnrs Tenrieit dweils

By Nile's aérial urn, withi rapid spelle
rgdu those waters ta their mighty eud,

0'er Egyptes land of Memaory floods are levei
And they are thina, 0 Nule and well thon knowest
That soul-sustaining airs and blasts cf evil
Ami fruits and poisons îpring where'er thou flowest.
Beware 0 insu for knowledge mnuet ta thee
Like the great flood ta Egypt ever be.-Shclley.

OZYMANDIAS.

1 met s traveller froiu au antique laud
Who said: Twa veet and trunkiesi legs of stone
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the Sand,
Hiaîf sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frowu
And wriukled lip and eneer of cold command
Tell that its sciptor well those passions reati
Which yet sur-vive, staînped on these lifelees things,
The hand that mocked them aud the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal these words appear.
1'My Dame is Ozymaudias, king of kings:
Look au my warks, ye Mighty, and despair!"
Nothiug heside reojains. IRound the decay
0f that colossal wreck, boundiesi and bare
The loue sud level san'da stretch far away. -Shelley,.

A comparison of these sonnets makres us regret that
Laiglihunt did not write more poatmy. Ha is bere
broughMt nto competitian witb two ackuowledged mastersi
of English, verse sud expression, sud ha easihy bolds bis
own. 1 amn glad that you bave reformed ta him in Tup,


