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Tar driving of the last spike in the Canadianf PaciﬁcI: Railway, wit,}l;)ra
gracious telegram of congratulation from Her Ma_]esty,. will cauge the public
mind to travel backward and review the history of this enterprls? from the
time when the country was committed to it, with no su.rvey or estlmz}mlte, buctl;
With the explicit promise, recorded in an Act of P:arhament, t;lhatti}:1 e roak
should be completed without any addition tf’ ta'xat',lo'n. Whet ex;l tle w:lx;
will accomplish the political object for which it is mtended—w. ether ts
last spike is destined to clench the Union of the. Federate'd Prm{mces; or
Prove the first nail in the coffin of Confedemtlon——th‘e 1mmed1atedu;ulr)-e
will éhow. The completion of the road is rather ominously z.u;ten e };
the financial failure of the political system, by a strong ma.mfesta,txo’n os
the antagonism between the British and French elements, and by exi)reszlir}te
of discontent, almost amounting to disaffection, amoeng th_e people o >
: Whether, as a commercial undertaking, the road 18
y it must be left to the Company to

azes ofBritish Columbia, with its
fel

aritime Provinces.
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: i If the road
. 3 i d the whole line.
€ar to the gains upon the other sections an « ool interest on

will pay for its working at all, it will pay the (.wlflnersl O e the sub.
the sum which they have put into it, and which, apa

To Old Canada, at whose expense
a dead loss. The mere transit
uropean market will be to
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d millions she will never

Rumours are current of an approaching dissolution of the Dominion
Parliament, and the Opposition appears to be furbishing its arms as if for
an impending battle. Tt is difficult to sse what could be Sir John
Macdonald’s motive for such a maneuvre. When last he used the pre-
rogative of dissolution his motive was obvions enough : he wanted to take
advantage of the popularity enjoyed by his Government during the flush of
false prosperity which comes with the first days of Protection. But he
can scarcely wish to take the opinion of the country on the blessings of a
deficit combined with high taxation. Nor is it likely that he is in haste
to encounter the wrath either of the Devil or the Deep Sea, between which
he is placed in deciding the question of Riel. It is possible that by the
lurid light of the deficit he may see bad times coming for his system, and
that he'may wish, before they come, to grasp a new lease of power. If,
however, there is anything in the rumour, we cannot refrain from once
more protesting against a palpable misuse of the prerogative. The people, .
in the exercise of their constitutional right, have elected their representa-
tives in Parliament for a certain term of years. That term ought not to
be abridged except when a constitutional necessity, such as is produced by
a disagreement between the Executive and the Legislature, plainly calls for
an appeal to the country. The stated term is necessary to the indepen-
dence of the members, whose souls would not be their own if the sword of
a final dissolution were always suspended over their heads, to be let fall a$
the Minister’s discretion. The prerogative is not intended to empower the
head of the party in power to throw the dice whenever he thinks that the
chances are in his favour. It is intended to preserve the harmony between
the two branches of the Legislature and between the Legislature and the
Ministers of the Crown. To keep a party in power, the constituencies have
been gerrymandered, and the franchise has been manipulated for the same
end. This surely is enough without any further inroads on public right.
There is no saying to what extent a corrupt Minister might prolong his

“tenure of office if he could always hold the election when he pleased.

iy

are unwilling to appeal to the authority of the Governor-General ; but” ‘
he has any real function it would seem to be that of guarding in the Ias™’
resort the fundamental principles of the constitution against party violence
or fraud. If he refused to grant a dissolution for a mere object of party
strategy, he might possibly have some trouble, though we do not beljeve
that Sir John Macdonald, in the present circumstances, would venture to
try a fall with him, especially as Sir John’s own endorsement of Sir Edmhd
Head’s refusal to grant a dissolution merely for the purpose of enabling a
Minister to fish for party gains would stand staring him directly in the
face. But supposing the worst that is possible to ensue, a man of spirit,
rather than be the tigure-head of gerrymandering and corruption, would
surely take up his hat and go home.

THE appointment of Sir Leonard Tilley to the Lieutenant-Governorship
of New Brunswick denotes the withdrawal of a very estimable public man
from any but a titular public life. In his departing ear sound the general
praises of his integrity, industry and devotion to the public service, blended
with the death-kaell of his financial system. When a great increase of
taxation results in a deficit there surely is no more to be said. The only
thing to be said, at least, is that Sir Leonard Tilley is by no means the
only victim of that revival of Protectionist fallacies which is one of the
most curious phenomena of our time. He is not by any means the only
statesman who believes that it is possible to increase the wealth of a country
by taxation, and to make industry and capital more productive by forcing
them out of their natural channels. “Sir Leonard Tilley,” says Sir Thomas

© Farrer, *‘ quotes certain figures, not undisputed, to show that in consequence

of what he calls his National Policy, Canadian manufactures havd increased
in the number of hands employed by 50,000, in wages paid annually by
£3,000,000, and in annual value of products by £16,000,000. He seems
to think that this is a pure addition to the wealth of Canada, which but
for his policy would have gone to foreigners or to Englishmen, instead of
being, as it really is, a compulsory and artificial transfer of the labour and
capital of Canadians from the industries in which they can produce more
to the industries in which they can produce less, and a consequent diminy-




