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by an irresponsible exeutive up to 1847, wvhcn Lord Elgin arrivcd as Govern
General ii Rcsponsible Governnment in his pockct. A general rejoicing
the Reforrn part y took place on the event. The country wvas savcd. V
xvere to have a new creation-a politicai Milenniium-'ý' legislation according
the ivell-understoocl wishces of flie people "-" legisiation Ihy the people andf
the people." But our visions in this respect soon vanishied. Then comlnenc
thc tug of war for office and thec spoils, which lias raged aud incr-cased in fut
Up to the present tinie. Thcy wvere freed fromn the coutrol of a Governi
General--he ivas become a nonentity-the political axe-grinders were to hia
full swing from that time forth-and Responsible Govcrniment wvas knocked
the head by those who had clamoured the loudest for its establishment. TI
first blow fell on the municipal institutions of the Province. The country w~
divided off into districts, svith a Counicil in eacli elected by the towvnshij
and villages composing it. This simrple maciiinery wvorkcd smootbly an
economically, the memnbers paying their own expenses, and giving thecir tiîr
gratis. If gave every satisfaction to thc peop)le- -uot a word of complaint wý
uttereci against it. It wvas in succcssful olieratioli, when tile Gnt îviug of th
Reformn party, having nianaged to obtain the piower they hiad for long laboure
to secuire, proceeded to try their hands in cxperimenting in legislation, and on
of theni, flic stauunchest advocatc of Responsible (Goverumnit, wvlo lia
reachcd flie top rung iniflhe Ministerial ladder in Lord Elgin's Goverinm(ën
took it into bis lîead that-like the three tailors who emibodied. in tliemsclvc
the people of' England-he embodied in lîimself thîe well- understood wislie
of the pîeople of Ontario, and legislated the District Couicils out of existencc
and establislied iii thieir stead County Councils with a Council iii cachi towr
ship)-the latter i)rciaratory schools for log-rollers, axc-grînders and pot-bous
politiciaus, and the vcriest nuisance the pecople could bc afflicted with, and a
a cost of several hundrcd, thousand dollars a year to the Province, and tliu
the Responsible Governmint machine ivas started ou thc clown grade by it
chiief buildcr, whience it procedcd with increasiug veiocity tlirougli flic Rebel
lion losses, aîîd $2,ooo,ooo 1iaid Lowcr Canada landiords, tilI it ruslid, 1111
mass of corruption engendcred Iby Coîîfederation, and there it sunk out c
sight ;that ivas flhe last of it. Since tlîat tinie legislation bas beîî accorclinj
te, thc well-understood wishces of political tricksters, Governmcint contractons
lobby rnember!ý, boctter-terms' nmen, wire prîllers, chiselers, axe-grinders, log
rollers and stealers in,ail wvelded together in rings to coutrol tlîe Goveriimien
and plunder flec people, who are not allowved to have a ivord to say on thî
subject, no matter wvhich party is in power. And this is Il the new ena o
enterprise and progress developed by Responsible Governiment and th
Confederation of ail the Provinces," so liiglîly culogiscd by the lImperia
Federationist, M. Bourinot.
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fiPUBLICITY THE BEST CURE 0F PUBLIC EVILS;'
A DEFENCE 0F NEWSPAPER REPORTS.

There is a subject 111)01 wbich flie conductors of ncwspapers are frequeîit>
addressed by persons wvhose nmotives and feelings they cannot but respect
althougli it is impossibîle to give theni cntire satisfaction. These correspon
dents-usually the very best and warmest supporters of the jourîials of wvbic1i
tlîey complain- are estimable heads of families, not merely scrupulous but
delicate and sensitive in their moral toue, persons to whom the very mention
of any sort of sin, and especially sexual sin or its surroundings, is sincerely
abhorrent, and who both for theiselves anîd otliers wvould bc glad if ahl
evidence of the existence of vice could. be for ever kept out of sight--espccially
out of siglît of flie yoting. It is [lie darling idea of these excellent persons to
bring up their childrcn, above aIl, to bring up tîîcir daughters, as far as possible
in ignorance of the fluet that there are iluproper people or impîroper occurrences
in the world arouind them. As newspapers have become a necessary of moderni
life, and nu one, young or old, is i:ontent without seeing themi, our scruîîulous
friends jump to tlie concîlusion that new.spapers ought as far as possible bu
excîtîde from thein columrns anything [bat reveals to uncorrupted minds the
existence of those evils wvhicli it is so uîuch desired to conceal. Their ideas of
how this is to be done are very vague, and they would not in regarding the
subject generally lay dowvn for tlic conductors of newspapers any restrictionîs
that could. on the face of bhem be considered unreasonable. Their demands
are made in the concrete, not in the abstract. lhen anytliing appears in the
paper [bey take for the family which they îvould ratdier thîcir daugliters should,
flot sec, tbey arc up in arms. So [bat in reality if editors and sub-editors wisli
[o satisfy these good people, tbere is only one ride, and that is to exelude
evcryt1liing that ean either make Miss Podsnap blush or rev*al to bier that any-
body else liad anything gross to bluàl about. Unfortiunatciy, the princiîîlc of
conceaîing gross evii is one that cannot practically lie adoptcd, and uipon inves-
tigation it will be foLInd that ioderation.in the length and proninrence of sucli
news and an entire avoidance of coarse expressions and obnoxious details
constitute tlie wliole arnounit of concession [bat can be made. Tliere are duties
devoiving on the Press wvlich are much more important to the conîîîunity than
the preservation in Miss Podsnap of that ignorance of the existence of evil

or Wlîicl is so ofien a shauu, andi w hich, if carried to an extreme, would be a curse
of instcad of a boon.
\'e Publicity is nul onîly, as a w eil-kîîuiwni uotto says, the bcst cure of public
to evils - it is the best pîriiifier of privabe nioraîs. For orie jîcrson of the maie
or sex kcpt riglît by love of vir-tue tels ai-e kept riglît by the fear of exposure.
cd The pîublication of cases iii wvlicli flhe contiugcncy of exiiosuire bias bcîî defled
ry or attcipted to be evadcd is olten a very unllasant iîrocccding. But if it
or lessens diîe amotint of' c.ilstilig mioral danger and contaminating influence in
ve society, [lie ofa'nîs uflice operation is îîo argumient against wbat on a
in balance of considerations does good to tlîc conîmunity. We shaîl nlot besitate
ie to 'naine an extreme case. Some years ago the most horrible rumours haunted
a S society of the slîaieless obtrusion, if liot prevalence, of symptoms wbich
? S poiutcd to thc existence aînong tlîc baser sort of our gilded youth of vice of a
d vcry uiutsuiial aud ilierto ilýISIpCCtedl kiîîd. Naines wcne meîitioned. in cou-
le îîecbiuuî it fbilic iuatter xx lich it ivas shockiiîg to find associated witb unname-
15 able eirris. LÀ en juniior mniilers of thic nobility ivere sulîied. with ncproach
lc by thîe Laîk of flie day, andi ilien occurrenices Look place which brougbt the
dI matter before thie courts of justice, those inîplicated ivere fouid to belong to
Le familles of lionour andi respectability, andi to be tlieinseives hersons of credit
d and education, frorîî vhi a î,iruis înight casily have sprcad prctty xvidely
t, through society. Thei jîîoccedings were protracted, and notiig ever gave the
s newspapers miore trouble, The Il urico guid. " are liot unco charitable, anîd

:s many of theni ivili say ivithotît liesitation that the iexvspapcr peopile ivere glad
e, to get a good sale by giving îîasty details. llappily, every mnember of the

profession is conscious of having b ccii actuatcd by îîreciseîy opposite feelings.
e But to bave iîidîîlgecl the einotions of disgust wv]ici tuiversally possesscd
t ncwspaper nien, as others, to the extelît Of cxc]Luding tlie matter entincly from
8 the public journals îvouid hiave frustrateci the objects of justice aîîd injured. the
s best iîîbcrcsts, of society. At last a long trial took, place belore [lic Lord Chief

-justice, iii which hoe cisiilayed îîcîfect patience, temper, and judgnîcnt, and
a thcrc can bc no doubt tlîat in tue end a tbreatcîiîg plague-spot ivas eradicated

fas nothing but judicial exiiosure aided b)y Press îîubiicity could bave cradicated
9 it. This, ive say, is an extrei case. Ail thic stronger is tile argument for

' îîblicity îvlîeîe the frailty is of a more ordiîîary kiîîd, into wvlich common
human nature nîay more casiiy bc betrayed, aîîd tenîitatioiîs to whichl are

tmore frequcîitly miet îvitlî. It is iii nefèece to niatters sncb as these that the
epublicity of newspapers does inost good by pîutting ahl îho can îiossibly corne

f into danger on their guard. Non is tliere aîiy féan that bbc remedy will bc
e worse than tlie disease.

ViÏce as it ajîpeans ini th lie lcsplers ducs îlot preselît au allurng aspect.
It does îîot get mbii thîcir coluiîuis uîîtil it is discomfited, chap-fallen, disgraced.
Every suîch inistance, depend Ilpol it, is a varniing - not a temptation. ]But
this is îiot lîowv it it strikes niany pecouîje. Thcy are iîot really thinking of
cither temptation or of îvanning wîvben thcy lîrotest agaiîîst news matter of this
kind aiîpcaning iii puîblic jounnals. Thlîy are siinply maintainuig blîcin imnprac-

* bcable prilicilîle of conccaliîîg ail such mattens fronî bbc innocent readers for
whoin tlîey are cbicefly concenîd. Wc call the prntciple imipracticable for two
reasons: first, becaîîse society cannot dispense îvith the great benîifts, moral

-anîd social, îvbicîi are derived fron the putblicationî of such matters iviien they
corne uîîdcr thc cognisance of thec law; secondly, because the truc way to deal
witlî uiicorrupitcd mniiics is not to rely uipon igniorance of cvii, or what is called
obscurantisni, but to trust tu tlîe cffect of moral instruction and bbc good
inîstincts of riglit-iudci(d hiensoîs, neithier of wvbich ivill ever be intenfened. with
by the publication iii decorous laîîguagc of the niatenial points of cases in
îvhicli vice or iînînorality lias incurred flic exemplary penalty of exposune.
i'Iîcc arc other points decply affecting flic pubîllic gond xvhiclî are ivoîl wvonbîy
of coîîsidenatioii in [lus mnabter, andc tîiey may bc illustrated, by a case published
lately iniflic îvhole Press of' tlie country, froin the lIm1es clownwards. lb wvas
a case of aiîeged abduîction, iii xvicîî a yoting girl ivas said to bave been
imidutel by a gentlemanî [o stay tlic iighit îvîth lîîuî at blic Laugham Hobel. For
publisîîiîg [bis ive ivere gravely renîuîistrated witli by a înost respectable and
itehligenît corrcsponident, vhîo laniieiîtcdl blat we sbould give sucb a " debailed

accounit of crimîinal lcwduess." Ie saw îio public service [o ho rendened by it,
non any objcct to ho served by a paiidcning to improper feelings. In ail such
conîplaints sve observe two tlîings. They are îvnitben as if tbc linoe were easy
[o drawv, îvhereas evcry practical neîvspaper mai knows [hiat [o drav [he hune
of exclusion juistly with due regard [o flhc public iuteresb is uîosb difficult; aud
sucb cnities gecraily make ai, attenjît to draîv tlîe lino, whlicb is a rnost cou-
sliicioiîs aîîd egregious faiiiuro.

For insistuîcc, tlîe correspondent just refcrred to says "Tfli vilenesses
revealcd iii oun local police courts ouglît surely to suffice for our local papers;
[bat collectionîs siould. bc mîade of flho garbage of blic Loudon courts seems [o,
nme disgnacefutl." Everyoic mutst féei that 'iîe distinîction liere miade is îmunely
arbitrary, anîd tlîat aîîy editor. wilo should. act upoîî it îvould nuake bis paper
ridiculous. Iu fact, makiîîg a nexvspaper purely local wouid not make it free
from objectioîiable îîatter,' as our correspîondent perceives, but it would make
it luseless, as Our correspondent doos not perceive. Now, the reasons for
publisliing [lic Laîîgiim Ilotel case- are legion, and each one seemns [o us


