
House Building-Past and Present
By M. J-1. BA\1rIIE SCOTT.

IN consideriig the liouses Of tlue past ircountry, I want to pierce deeper thai
miere external f orns in. whiich building ep
itself f roin time to time. Ig
do not propose to speak of
Eiarly Eng]ishi workç, or
De&eoirated, or Perpendi-
cular, or of tracery and I
pointed arches. AUl this
morphiology of the builci- -

ing periods is extremelv 7
interesting, but not Ofà
great value unless we can
get frorn -the work some -
conception -of the spirit ;
that infornied it. The 1;7,ý
building. art is, like other-
arts, the me'dium for thé
expression ýof the indlvi- ,ifj

dual or cornbinied group
of indivicluals who pro-
dueed the work. What
they sowed we may reap.
no more and no less, and
the spiritual appeal. of a
building represents the
suni of the spiritual
energy put into it by its
bu ilders-Vhie hieart inspir-
ing and -the brain guiding the dexteril
the hiand. I give this trinity of facto:
the Order of their importance. Tlie most

niatter is the inspirationi, the divine spark iu
the work; the brain gie ational. guidance,
an(ld die band is the iiediuin of expressi-on. If
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sonie great thouglit is seelziig expression, the
readiest aud siiplest language is flhe best. The
whole tragedy of the developmnent of any art]I ies

in the pricle of knowledgc
and skili, ini nere profi-

x~, - ciency for- its, own a,
whichi reduccs the wlhole
ar-t to the level of au
acrobatfie q'perf ornnan ce.
The ar-t of building in the
past dïi'ides itself natur-
ally into three periocis:

First, the craftsninan
pýerioci, cxtel(liing froin
flie earlicst Gothmic tines,
through the Mî,idd1le Ages
up to tbe tille of the Pt.(-

111f naissance.
Se,3ond, tlue s ch oia r

oeriod, doting. froi th1e
Renaissance tili about tbe
-nd of tie cigliteentli cen-
turv.

Tlircl, thie sblikeeî-er
lieiiod. whien thie coinier-
"ijal idleals of the nine-
teentli centurv found their
exim-ession iii building.

Tbere is .:; v some-


