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THE USE OF THE GASOLINE TORCH AND
FIRE INSURANCE.

So many serious fires have been caused by the care-
less handling of the gasoline torch within the past few
years, says the Painters’ Magazine that the underwriters

have become alarmed, and have added a new clause to
the policies of fire insurance, torbidding the use of this
torch for burning off paint, even though it may be a
universal trade custom. Even under the old forin of
policies it is a question whether the insurance companies
can be made to pay for any loss caused by one of these
torches, unless special permission to use them is
endorsed on the policy. It is therefore wise for any
painter who is called upon to do a job of burning off to
state the matter very clearly to his customner, and to
throw the responsibility entirely upon the property
owner, giving him an opportunity to consult his insur-
ance agent before the use of the torch is begun. Unless
this action is taken, the painter may find himselt in
the very unpleasant predicament of being responsible
for damages either to the insurance company or to the
property owners, for even the plea of trade custom

could not be made to hold in any court against a claim
for damages resulting from fire caused by a paint burner
in the hands of a careless employee. It is better even to
lose a job than to be mulcted in damages to such an
amount as might sweep away the savings of a lifetime.
While the old-fashioned charcoal burner is not so effec-
tive as the modern gasoline torch, it is not nearly so
dangerous, and when the matter is explainad to the
property owner, he would doubtless prefer to pay the
extra cost of burning off by means of the charcoal burn-
er rather than run the risk of the more rapid but far
more dangerous method. As we understand it, the in-
surance companies object only to the use of gasoline, or
naphtha, since the tongue of flame of the gasoline burn-
er is so apt to find an entrance into minute cracks and
to set fire to the tarred paper that is used between the
inner and outer skin of the modern frame building, and
thereby cause a fire that will have most disastrous con-
sequences. It would be well, however, for the property
owner to have the opinion of the insurance agent who
has written the policies in each particular case, before
a painter undertakes to execute any contract for burn-
ing off paint.
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High-Grade Pressed and Orna-
mental Bricks in red, buff,
yellow, salmon, brown, and
special shades. : : :

BRICK MANTELS
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THE MILTON PRESSED BRICK GO., LIMITED
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leading architects.
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CABOT’S
CREOSOTE SHINGLE STAINS
The Original and Standard Shingle
Stains are made only by SAMUEL CABOT,
of Boston, Mass, Every package bears
his trade mark, and every gallon is
guaranteed. Used and proved in every

climate for nearly twenty years. Also

GABOT'S
Sheathing and Deafening * Quilt”

the most perféct insulator of heat and
deadener of sound on the market. Decay,
moth and vermin-proof, and uninflammable.

Samples, Catalogue and full infcrmation upon
application to the manufacturer cr his

CANADIAN AGENTS :
ANDREW MUIRHEAD, 82 Bay St., Toronto.
SEYMOUR & CO., Montreal:
C. G. HENSHAW, Vancouver.
F. H. BRYDGES, Winnipeg.
W. H. THORNE & CO., St. John
E. D. ADAMS Halifax.

Strathcona, Ont.; Marlbank, Ont. 500,000_Barrels per Annum.

—For Prices, write, wire, 'phone or call on our Sales Agents :
THE RATHBUN COMPANY St Lawrence Portland Cement Co.
310-312 Front Street West 2664 Notre Dame Street West
ToronTO, ONT. MonNTREAL, ONT.
Telephone Main 1379- Telephone Main 3987.
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THE B. GREENING WIRE GO.

= (LIMITED)
Hamiiton, Ont. - Montreal, Que.

84 Harbord Street,
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