
BUILDING MATERIALS OF TEXADA ISLAND, & CB .

In an article recently contributed to Mines itd Minras,"

Mr. Alfred Raper describes the characterof the end of stone

marble, slate and lime on the above naned •sltWd a follow 5

Texada Island is situated oa the Gulf of Georgia, miaes rom

north latitude, about 120 mites from Victoi18 miles from

Nanaimo, about 75 miles from Vancouver, an tin
8 mies froun te

coke ovens of Union. The island has a population f about 400t

a postoffice, and money order office ; three wharea, aom the

government of British Columbia bas, during the past year cort-

pleted a trunk road across the island from ibe wet coast to the

east coast. The island is about 33 miles in length bearidg south-

east and north-west, and about five to tevn miles wider Trce

waters of the Gulf are generally of great depth along the rock

shores of the island whiclh is on the direct route te the great gold

fields of Northern British Columbia and Alaskai

The general formations of the islnd are grant porp vrts

and limestones. The granites are chiefly fount on te east coast

and from the finer textures of many of te outcrop bit lie cats

ed as syenitic, though we occasionally led he biotile granites

intruding through the limestones. The east coasi next to the

main land at its southern extremity consiste ckiefry O porphyries

along the coast line, but a short distance back frot the shore u

an extensive body of limestone near t the fotllo cf Mut

Shepard, our highest mountain, wblch is about 3,000 feet high.

One portion of this limestone deposit ce epidtin in carcter 

each red blotch in the rock bas a white center g avi r ble andthe

eye " maple appearance. Between this epet marb e aN the

blue-gray limestones, a narrow btit f hit accurs N lrtherly,

along the coast an outcrop of bli ie granite appehic dei

interior bills are porphyries and mlies, anohert wc depsits sf

magnetic iron ore occur. Going n wrtherly taewads Marshll

Point is one continuous body of limetertle, wir a few meor in

trusions of porphyries and it bu i tbis particular part ofthe islan

that most progress bas been made of muthig.

Passing along the northern end "f tbe island the Texada lme

works are seen, where the ceenbrewid cIl i sofl ee lime " is mae

from the dark blue granite limestone wblcb is se extensively dis-

tributed over this part of the island

Passil4g weeterly fromn the lime woreks at a short distance the

limes gve placete the dorittc porphyries varying from a fine-

gralied porpyrite to what is cassed here by our miners as a

asnow- k porphyrity This is found usually a hort distance
"ck sno.ftae porph a g a remarkable block cleavage,
back from the beach, assumning'vrtsufae Itianoh-

with peculiar " stars of feldspar over its surface. It is an ortho

clase feldspathic rock, or f frite p rpyly. It e in ibis rock

that some of our richest specimens of free gold have been fornd;

also some good deposits of copper anve gtld are beeg wrked,

with a very encouraging outlook. Over is lie the eavy de-

posits of lime before mentioned. About gne an a haifmtnle rm

the beach are found beds of the btne grat ligestne lydig b-

tween the porphyries. These lniestone strate generalg dip itO

the porphyries at a sligbt angle cere and eo is aniost those

heavy lime deposits that the richest cepper deposite so far Open-

ed, are located. t i the center of the island. A

Deposits of slate are sa h vet beeni abandoned upon
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RECONSTRUCTED GRANITE.
The Street Railway journal describes a new fireproof material.

It is made of granite chips, pulverized, moulded into form and
fused together at a temperature Of 3,ooo degrees Fahrenheit. It
can be heated red hot and thrown into cold water without being
in'jured. It resists the action of acids and alkalies and is frost-
proof, having been tested by liquefied air at a temperature of 35a
degrees below zero, without injury. Its crushing strength is
very high. Two moulded forms are shown : One is the sectional
insulator block used between the sections of the third rail eystem
at Manhattan Beach ; the other is used on the Brooklyn elevated
railway. At Niagara Falls a Lest showed that it required 56,600
volts to penetrate about one-half inch of this material.

The Stanstead Granite Quarries Company was recently incor-
porated at Toronto, with a capital Of $130,000, to operate granite
quarries at Stanstead and Mount Johnson, Que. The following
persons compose the directorate : W. R. Brock, president, To-
ronto; Hugh Elder, Stanstead Junction ; Duncan Mclntosh, To-
ronto; John McIntosh, vice-president, Toronto ; John W. Elder,
Stanstead Junction ; D. Taylor McIntosh, managing director,
Stanstead Junction.
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