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Major General Gascoigne, the
cominanding officer of the Canadian
Militia, arrives in Canada by the
Allan Linie SS. " Parisian " on lier
îîext trip, sonie tlîree weeks hence.
Judging from his record in the artny,
the niew General will be olie of the
most popular comimanders our force
lias ever had.

The Caniadiani Militia and the
Dominion as a whole lhave reason
to be proud of last week's mnagni-
ficent shooting at Ottawa. No coun-
try ini the world, witli eveni twice
the popularity of Canada and with
a muchi langer proportional expen-
diture on military training, could

turn out anything like the number
of thoroughly expert marksmnen as
those who competed on the Rideau
Ranges last week. Much of the
credit for the developnîent of marks-
nianship in Canada is of course due
to the Dominion Rifle Association,
the Military Rifle League and the
affiliated provincial, reginiental and
local rifle associations, but a large
share of the credit mîust be given to
the Militia Department. Wliatever
its shortcomings might have been ini

other respects, its encouragement
of rifle practice lias for mnany ycars
back been constant and eîlighitenied,
and the resuit is a valuable body of
marksmen, who are ini every sense
a credit to thie country.

Trhe Dominion lias certainly rc-
ceived good value for the public
moniey expeîîdedl on target practice
so far, and it is to be hopced that
last wcek' s splendid denionstration
of the fact williniiduce the Goverii-
meînt to iiaterially increase its aii-
tnal inivestients in this direction.
More geiierous allowance of trec
ainînnition could witlh great ad-
vantage be mnade to regimiental as-
sociationîs, grants towards inankers'
expenses shouild be mlade, the pro-
vision of long ranges is an imie-
diate niecessity and the whiole force
should be at once re-armied.

WTe have the mii to p)ut belîjîxc
the gulis, and for goodiiesssake, give
thii weapons wliiclî %viIl enable
them to exencise thieir skill to the
very best possible advantage. It
does certainly appear a littie idi-
culous to think tlîat the rifles used
on tie Rideau ranges were not oiily
a différent veapoiî froni that with

which the militia 15 armed, but were
the personal property of the men
using theni. Our Americani cousins
are more practical than us in tlîis
respect, for tlheir nmatchies are fired
withi the rifles issue(l by the gov-
ernnîient. But then the Smider is a
blunlderbus conipared to the Re-

ingiitoîi. Xe lhope tlîat the cou-
sigiimcint of Lee Mettords now un
der orden vill speedily be folloxved
by others sufficiemît to armi the en-
tire force.

Quarter Master Sergeant Ogg's
capture of the Goveriuor Geiieral's
prize is po1)ular ini the force, for
tlîe wiinîier is a geiierous shot, a
good soldier and a veteran). Young
Pugli, of B. Battery, R. C. A., whio
Wvon second place ini thc big mlatchi,
is also always a popular inaî on
the ranges. The Puglis, fathier and
sons, liave -ilways (hile imuchi to
kecp ulp shooting iii tie permianenit
force, and< it is to be hioped tliat the
yotung gunnier's l)optlar victory hast
weck il -ive a iiîc iti neded iun-
l)Cttis to shooting inithe lpermlanenlt

force. Theirc is no reason why the
1)cri1laiie1]t force* shoiild ilot aspire
to set the rest of' the inilitia the
pace in îîîarksiinanlsipi as weli as iii
(disciplinie an(! drill.

'rue renarks miadle by the lIon.
Mr. Dickcy, the inew Minister of
Mihitia, the other day at the annual
matches of the Nova Scotia Proviiî-
cial Rifle Association, hiave been
inost encouraging to the ininbers
of the force. In bis renarks thiat
thie Miitia Departnieiît lias been
stintcd of noney, the honorable
gentleman sliowed that lic lias
graspcd the root of the force's
trouble. 'rixe governixîcut lias been
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