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an appreciation of him, not an account of lis life, but an outliue,
of my personal knowledge of him. How imperfectly I have suc-
eeeded in showing up some of the c2haracteristies that mark so

strongly my old teacher-one of the greatest of men-nobody-
knows better than myseif, but in loyalty to, in affection, yes, in
love for him, I yield to none.

*REMARKS ON ECZEMA WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ITS
ETIOLOGY.

Bv GRAHAM CHIAMiBERs, B.A., M.B.

There are few diseases which are more inmportant to medical

mnen than eczcma, whether we take into consideration the fre-

quency of its occurrence, the easiness, as a rule, of its diagnosis or

the effectiveness of careful treatment. Yet after ail this has

been said wc must acknowledgc that the etiology is littie under-

stood, and as is necessary under such conditions the treatmcnt

is more .or less empirical. This defect in our knowledge of
e.czema is not due to lack of investigation for there are few

diseases which have been more elosely studied. The investiga-

tions, however, have not been without value. Observations have

been re.corded which will in time no doubt prove of value in

elueidating the problem of the disease.
In studying the disease one of the obstacles met with is the

difficulty of defining what is meant by eczema. It cannot be
defined by its pathological characters because one can produce
by external irritants such as dyes, flour, sugar, and bichromate of
potassium, derruatites i ndi stingui sli able as to tbeir gross and
mnicroscopical appearances, from eczema. This difficulty has been
recognized ever since physicians began to give special attention
to the study of cutaneous affections. iBateman, and Willan, whoý
classified skin diseases aceording to their lesional characters
(papules, vesicles, scales, etc.), restricted the naine eczerna to
certain vesicular eruptions and included under this heading not
only rashes of unknown origin, but also those caused by external

irritants. For example, in their Atlas of Cutaneous Diseases

pnblished in 1849 there is a plate designated eczema rubrium.

* Read before the Hamilton Medical Association, February, 1912.


