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ous oie. In point of fact, the nîortality is le-ss than ini discases
wvhicli are tiot feared at ail; mieasies, for inistaniice, or wrhooping-
cougli. Could we inmplant thiat fact in the public niind and get
ail our appendicitis cases early, instead of at thc last clevciop-
nient, as many of theni now corne to us, \NTe couli reduce the
presenit lowv mortality by hialf. Thle policy of silence is a relie.
ft w~as made for the * days w'hen a physician %vhio talked exposeci
his ignorance. Surgery is no longer empiric; wce know what w'C
are doingr andi we can afforci to tell it.'

The article, however, closes Nvitli this quotation frorn Senn:
Vie have wadecl throughi the sloughi of fads. \Ve have left

behinci us suchi errorq as opening the skull for idiocy, andi in
hundreds of insane asylums the nieeclless victirns of our rage for
ovariotonîy mark the path. by w'hich we have corne back to
rational mnethods iii gynecologmy. There are still mniy whlu,
led into surgery by the hope of rioli rewards, have hiac nîo tiinc
to learn its scientific principles. Br-;lliant operators, they dliag-
nose with the kîîife. Remninber this: That, w'ith rare excep-
tions, tlie kiîife sliould îîever be takeîî Up until the -trouible is
deternîinecl. The tirne for coiîservatisni lias corne. Vie arc here
to assist nature, not to dictate. The g-reat art of nmodern surgery
is {o liniit operations to the cases where they cati be of beîiefit.*"

Vie have macle tliese excerpts for the purpose of briîg ing
into dloser juxtaposition ancicontrast illustrations of the news-
paper man's idea of logic. "The kmife shoul-d iwzer bc laken
up inti1i the tr-ouble is dctcrin.iiied," is set side by side with tic
appeal, real or supposed, to the lay public to clecide itself wlîenl
to conie to flhc operating surgeon! The diagnostician, tlic ini-
terniSt, anld the family physician are tiierefore to be clispenlseci
witlî? According to the nmagazine wrriter the " trouble is to be
determiniec ') solely by the patient andc his lay friencîs, educated
by -tlose surgeons wlîo niake " more or less open," but " good use
of the public press."' It is eviclently a fitting opportuiîity for thie
surgeons to disclaini the injuclicious zeal of the reporters.-
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