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A FLYING VISIT FROM THE FAKIR.

1E calm serenity of the atmos-
phere necessary for the success-
fui elaboration of jokes, which

usually prevails in GRip'S
sanctum, was considerably
ruffled the other day by the
sudden entrance of our old
and esteemed friend, the Fa-
kir. The editorial corps werc

Illh~'dseated at their respective
IihIt ~ desks bard at work, the silence
Ill'/~\lniy fractured at intervals by

Lt Muffled groan betokening
the intensicy of celebral ac-
tion, when a hasty footstep
re-echoed along the corridor,

cartiessiy upon a grist of freshly-baked hunidrisuis.
IlHello, feilows !" Ilbe cxclaimed. Il 1-lere I am-how

arc vou ail, anybow? Don't hardiy seern two days since
I bîd you aIl a fond adieu-and now Pin back again."

ILike a bad quarter," muttered tbe cashier, who bas
a long mernmoryinmioneyma.tters,abs a caýslier oug-ht to have.

I"Well, and wbat's the garne now? " said the assistant
editor, laying down the naonkey-wrench, which lie hiad
btet -ipplving to a rusty joke to make it work samoothly.

4Bi-, schemce, you bet" said the Fakir. Il Have
takcn -out a patent in Washington, and arn goîng to put it
through at Ottawa. Grcatest inivention of the-age-thie
Noiscless Hand-organ."

Noiseless -z'hich ? " asked the advertising mnan.
et'he nôiseless hand-organ. Can you imagine a

grcater beor to the comrnunity? What are ail you
LIliows laughing at? Seriolus? 0f course in serious.
It's only fools that are funiny witbout bein- paid for it."l

"lNoiseless hand-organ ! Ha! lHa! Ha ! Wýell, I
never. Oh, Fakir, that beaus ail," said the political
hunîorist, who bad laugbied hiniseif red in the face.

Look bere," said the Fakir, l' What's the use of a
hand-ûrgan, anyway ? To grind out music, I suppose
you'd say. Not at alI. Simply to intiniate that an
Italian bas no other visible means of support than the
coppers of the charitable public. Do people Cive the
artiste nioney because they admnire bis alleged mnusic ?

Byno means. They do it to get rid of bini. They pay
hirn, flot to play, but to quit playing. Consequently, I
argue that il he neyer pliyed at aIl tbey wvould pay hirn
stili more willingiy, and that an organ wbich produces
no sound audible to the naked ear will be an extreniely
popular instrument. WVc bave sonie of the best Italian
talent in the nmarket ready to valse out our noiseless
organs, as soon as ive get a supply on hand. Wbhy, it
only needs to be heard-or rather, not beard-to be
appreciated. Think wbat a relief it will be to tbe dwellets
in otherwise quiet suhurban localities, wbere the peripa-
thetic harmony-jerkers are wont to excruciate at intervals
froin muorn till dewy evc. Don't you suppose that the
people who have been driven to exasperation by the
strains of ' Seet Violets,' and 1 I've Fourteen Dollars in
my Inside Pocket,' will be grateful for a let up ?"

.IWMell, there may be something in it," said tbe cashier,
dubiously.

IlSometbing in it ? Wbhy, I should essentially pause
to remark! Only wonder to me is, that so obvious an

idea neyer occurred to anybody before. We've got tbe
noiseless sewing machine, why flot the noiseless band-
organ ? As the inventor and patentee I tbink 1 may
dlaimt to have conflerred a boon on suffering humanity,
which should rank me bigh on the list of social benefac-
tors. But I must go-I only dropped in for a minute
just to say "Ihello," and tell you about it, wbile 1 waited
for a fellow who wants to buy the right for haif a dozen
counties. Adieu 1

And be slung bis gripsack and faded into the Hence.

A PICK-UP.
The enclosed letter ivas found near the track between

WTolseley and Regina.
OTT.AkWA,_fJuy ïSi, zy8S8.

MyI DEAr, PERLEY,-Thiîs is my tenth, and positively
last, appeal to you in reference to the Senatorship. 1
have, as you urged me to do in your last, considered your
objections to the position, and also your reasons for insist-
ing that your friend Davin should be honored instead of
yourself. Your devotion to the interests of N. F. is a
toucbing proof that there still dweils in the degenerate
henrt of mani something really God-likc, and I arn
rerninded of the story of David and Joniathan, (or is it
Saul ?) Now for business.

You say you bave neyer attended college ; I knew that
before, and assure you that to become a Senator does not
require a liberal education-in fact, if a man is flot edu-
cateda at ail, he is eligible.

2nd. Yciu think a man should be an orator-not neces-
sary,-and if it were, you are solid on this head, for you
are one of the greatest speakers that ever addressed the
House; 1 think you told nie that your weight is 375
avoirdupois.

3 rd. You raise the objection that you have a good
many cows, sheep, horses, mules and hiens, besides a
thresbing machine- and an interest in an hotel, and
very naturally fear that Senate affairs Nvouid call you away
just when the hiens are setting, cows coming in, sheep-
shearing or rhreshing time, If you will furnish me the
necessary dates in reference to the foregoing, 1 will
arrange Dominion business in somne way not to interfere
with any important matters requiring your presenceat home.

XTou better seil your mules. I ivas talking to Dewdney
about mules the last time hie was here ; he bas bad ex-
perience îvith mules and hie says they are dangerous
property to own unless a mani is independent. You
inigbt get kicked, and incapacitated for life. 0f cou rsc,
your pay would go on, but what would become of CanadaP
Perhaps you could trade themi off for geese and tîîrkeys.

Dewdney's friends think the higher hie is put, the better.
So do 1. If I had power I wouid place him amnong the
angels. He is a living refutation of the hymn, IlM\an
wvants but littie here below."

In relation to Davin, I purpose sending himt witb a
few mnounted policemen in searcb of Stanley.-AMum;'s M/e
wored.

Both you and Dewdney have done a great deal more
for Canada than I remember. Faithfully yours,

JoHN A. McD.
P.S.-Wben you do your faîl butchering send nie a few

pounds of lamb and some pig pork, flot too fat. Don't
run any risks in thresbing time. You'd better bire some-
body to do the feeding. JOHN.

P.P.S.-Is the botel business pa:,ing any better since
the license for four per cent. beer ? J-


