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London—-Pans——St. Petersburghi, par excellence the three capl-
tals of Europed To:St.. Petersburg. as the capital<of ‘the! Nosth,
let us cominend ourselves: .:To the eye of the stranger sailing up
the Neva,. it rises like a scene of enchantment, asi-fresh;and sartific ,
‘cial, and{glittering; as'though it had . just risen from[theshand’ of i
thearchitect., Every house appearsto the uninitiatednewl ylerected, -
Ste Petersburg,:mtruth .must, from thexvery:mature:of the lmate-»
rials employed iu its’;architesture, rever remain a/new. «city.s " Ani
old building x would bé_an:anomaly.+ :“Fosméd of:brick;and covered|
w1th .stones,. itis doomed'to eternal.; sréproduction. = 1 No weatber-- |
stains:can ever,soxl the surfaee of its palaces& #1:Nocrannies'of¢olds
en, times? canbreak- théir.shining ¢ornéis. .‘The wrongsof.- winter
arerepaived.in.each successive spring. ~AS§ eachtenement:begins fo
show. symptoms’ of decay, -it- is pulled- down, but only ‘to. make
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ropm for. dnother, as closely resembling its predecessor as ‘*“peas.in-|

2 trencher.” The, same bricks . (nof that production of - Ancient
tll‘)‘les wlnch in the walls and gardens of. Babylon bade defiance 'to
all ass:mlts) rise a second time ; . the same plaster, like a meretrici<-
ous cosmetic, imparts to them the same look of Junfading.youth ;'
the same dwarfish p:lasters of wood and stucca mount guard ovey
the' same floridly ornacnented doorways; and the:son, as he occu-
pies the chamber of his. father, . sees no soberer tint “in. the mtertor
or, exterlor of the edifice than that which it wore without, change or
mterrmssxon in his mfancy “Wooden houses are now as great a.ra-’
nty in, Petersburo as in London, and ‘are only:to .be:found in the-
suburbs, where they remain unoccupied durmg the winter, and are
re. openeld when tbe cuclcoo, in the woods of the I\amennoyJOstroﬂ‘
or. Krcstossky, ‘warn the Russ:an, who has been muﬂled in‘furs
‘f;oglggg&months, to retu-e fon a season,from the smoke Fand dust of.
‘the eity;, but the ﬁxmsy structures Whlcll we see on' everyrSIde,,pro-;
, mxsef to; thelfuture asdittle of a: lnstoncal,past,zas {hough: stlll more ;
; peﬁshable matenals had been used . Like sthe, powery of t’Russm “
her‘ielf her:capltal s but‘ the. creatlongof yesterday i Athundreg
years, aéo the Neva ghded on, through a cxrcle:ot?uncultwated and[,
al{nost uﬂmhabltedjmarshes—anot) msmgle street (oﬁ.,the 1mmense-
rnass.of arclntecture, which now, catches the eyein everv dlrectlon(
on either side of that beautlful river, had arisen—not a smole dome
had sprung up among those numerous churches,, -within ; which the
sernces of the Greek commumon are now. celebrated with a dignity
~ which would do no dxshonour to the august ceremomal of papal..
Rome. The spot on wbnch St. Petersburg stands was but a'barren
waste, and the _Gulf of leand a long fiord, unconscious of  the
0rand commerclal purposes to which, within so brief a period, they
werc destined to become suhservrent The original capital, during.,
the llfetlme of 1ts founder, occupled an extremely limited space
when compared wnth its presentextent. From the period of his
death, to the present hour, it has been_growing rapidly en every
side—nor’ is the work yet completed. The ground on which it
stands is already so extensive, that it promises, within a ceutury, to
rival even the largest capltals of Europe, unless the destinies of the
Muscovite race, pointing southwards to the seven bills, of Constan-
tmople, a fitter site for the metropolis of an advancing.dominion,
should be found on the shores of the Bosphorus than on-the banks
of the Neva, and the- gardens of the Sultan should atford a more
agreeable spot for. the diplomatic conferences of Nicholas, than the
palaces of Peterhoﬂ' or Zarskoe—and - then, St. Petersburg, built
in-a day, will dlsnppear before a returning sunset, and eyes that
have been familiar, with the glories.of St. Sophia will turn willing-
1y from the ephemeral majesty of the Cazan, -
London and Paris js St. Petersburg, in every thing which can im-
part a national tone of feeltng, and .create a reciprocal action be-
tween ‘the popu]ar heart “and the objects” around :t--the Notre_
.Dames, and Westmmster Abbeys, and St. Pauls, and borbonnes '
from the towers or in the alsles of w}nch .we look upon .2 tract of
many centuries! The lnhabltant of St. Petersburg is not possessed
of any thma' on this hand or on that, which can link his hopesand.

remembrances to his native city, on any higher grounds. than_‘

those of convenience or necessrty In walking along its streets, but
for the bearded Mujiks who occasionally cross our, path, we might
without dn‘ﬁculty imagine that we had not passed beyond the pre:
cinets of either of the great cities already mentroned Here jt is
French—there Gérman —in scarcely any thlng excl usively Russian,

* French, names mark the Confiseurs, where you may ,rummate over
chocolate that would do no dishonour to Very or Tortoni. In the,
hotels the attendants accost you ina dl'alect that carries you.back
1o the Pa]als Royal—here an artiste, de. mades offers you thefa-

. shlons of .the Rue Rlchelxeu—-and there a perruquler, “on whose
ltps the honeyed dlctlon of the Badauds still lingers uncontamindted .

How different fron:

 the! Rue’St:“thoré "’whxle, in' the's a'l“ns ofth heatres and places“
" of publie a.musement‘ﬁ urdl" GHER: alternates md ‘vociferous’
* Russs,'both’ of-whichdre’ brol-.en aﬁ’aﬁ%rvals bya sty Enghshman
"or ta.lLatue Swede. St Pet.ersbujrg i§,“1n’trnth a \rlﬂ"uccmmento‘
of'the representahves of dxﬂ“enent natxons; 74nd i)resents aléramnam-
' boh of all langﬁaoesl—"—a motle)r assemlilage of e@ery vamety of man: |
ner—a smlrkmg“t:dnfederﬁé}ioflGalllc ‘pohteness thhA‘Germnn‘
" brusquerne and’hgl:sh%i’eservec* Ttis 'rather:z a'temporan)r cncamp-
mént than' ‘a permanent'capltal! of ‘the’ nughty"gmpxre of which it-is”

' nomlng f ] trémﬁﬂr&nléﬁ-an“arrad t fon al"commercml.*
pur.pose——o con 'derfatlddaldzcd“ andlmovxh%nder an, atmosphere
‘ of- forewn'ta.stes--do noﬂ@dnstltnte, beyond"the surfuc.ex of¢ Oui-con-"

 ceptions; the metropolls i country. HTo- fulﬁl, inkits® ‘catholie’
- aold chxﬁprelfehs;veirelatlon tlJLS‘ldQB., -the spot onwhich it'stands!
' mist havelbegh thelscene of«great évents; fThe good cause and
' the'bad-must havehad théit’ r:ghls proclalm d“t and: their, struggle
concluded Within:its walls.: Jtscath'hdrals must have bebeld before:
- their ‘dltars the!fairs-and the' noble“of long past generatnons, and
bave seritifortli through! !¢ dim cenfuties agode” their stern con-+
gratulationsover'victories achieved,’and justice tnumphant. *Thes
strongholds of other.ages; only valued from the assogiations” which
they ‘call foi'th’must"he-vuardiun‘and tutelaryrover the more récent
erectious clustered: around their gates. On, such conditions as’
these must the influence of a- capltal rest, “ifit.ds: destmed to attach:
it§ citizens to it by any-stronger tie than' theiinterests of an existence
evolvedarhid the scencs of ‘toil and trafic’ can institute.:: - Under -
them, as he recalls the hour:when-within that porch, which isnow!
surroundled by ‘the palpable evidences of an arnbitiou's commerce, -
« tmmpets were blown'for the rlght, ' ore on.that parapet, now
twerlookmgm marLet-place or. mouufactor) y'some apostle- of human
freedom, came;forth to crown,~bya last’sacnﬁce,‘ his attachment to-
'the mterests of hls race “the® creafure;ot' ‘*funds and! falsehood‘tbeﬂ
comes for an “hour subl\med by the warmth of p\cturesque assogia--
‘tlons, and is compelled to feel th'\t‘hpls nat l‘” d’haslmhet: el
on his aﬁ'eotlons than th se-«vh:c]v nng f om 1ts subservnence xto
R ’Fﬁ Y R bwh ‘g‘”

l‘llS purposes of 5“99‘*‘5,5, ‘gccqg_inula ] 4, il 'h ast ﬂushestmth an
unusual colour his} ‘blgual thqug d;g'la Y mth its: pnrple‘
llghts the sober and ]lmrtmg hornlon of his prospects.

Corapare with- the clty of the North the capltals of France and
Englind.  In'the former, walk from the’antagonist and transvex-’
sal pomts, from the Nevskoy Monastery to the Wassxly Ostro{f and’
frot the Smolnoy to the Calomnia, and you fail’ in- callmg up a
smgle'thought which points to a period anterior to your own. But
approach the environs of London—saﬂ up its majestic nver—-llsten,
while you are yet afar off from’ yous: place of debarkation, to the
pulsing of the mighty heart—*the" breathmgs not‘loud but’ deep,"
—watch the dim 1nt1mat10ns, which reach eye and ear, of the vicin-
1ty of the capital of a country whose rise has been the l.aborlous
eiforts of many ages,

“ Pillar on pillar ra.|sed and arch on stately arch—"’

contemplate that immortal dome swelbng in’ the dlstancc, which
for centuries has been'iy its august and unapproachable grandeur,
a fitting guardian of the vast’ melropolls, which seems to cling for
watch and protection to'its feet—obsetve on every side that forest
of masts blackemog with' their long’ spars the’ orange light of the’
sunset, and an occasional lewathan—lts thunders muffled, its pur.
poses concealed—the instrament ‘of war or commerce, droppmg
slowly down the stream on its mission of gain or vengeance—per-
aml)ulate these streets (of ancicnt London) amid historic edifices,
which, as you pass’under their shadows, compel into submission
to their own mﬁuences, all meaner or feeble associations, and say,
if it ought to be an object of won der that the popular heart of Eng-
land should throb with so strong a pulse, and its tciumpnant me-
mories be so *often quickened into bigh and enduring exertion.
The Enghshman whose soul is engrossed by the occupations and
ambmon of the passing hour, who'is “of 1magmat10n compact, »
lives at intervals almost as much with the past as with the present.
No vulgar influences environ him on all hands—nro commen les-
‘sons are read to ki on every side. Agesnoiw astir with

" Soundless mirth and dreamy cavalcade,”” ‘

\";

according as the fancy marshalls or-arrays with her. territory its
shining and involved pu,tures but- then labounng with the birth.
of new penods, and glonﬁed by the llght of advancing liberty and-
mcreasmmknowledrre,, deﬁle before him from arched doorways and.
sepulchral isies. | Feudal power, . chivalrous pomp, burgher tri-
ump,lhke a humed phantasy, move on; and. -supplant_each other
by turas. The streets which] her treads have .not only been the-
witnesses of Jllustnous deeds, hut have derived theu- \Very,names’
from pcnods many, centunes anterior to.his own., The bu)ldmgs.

iwhose‘lrps"fon hundredaxof«years havqi»beent'silem,ins’lth'h §ravc: 4
’lhe'palaces wuthmthxch’hlstmonarchs?Jare‘ ’lodged'#have’soarce}l\rha
allowed]the‘mernment‘oﬁ the coiirts| oﬁ James: and Glmrlestto' dlea‘f ‘.
within- theic walls. UAt“evcry step thelhghts on’:fn*noble mmdent oL+
stately rermnlscence,‘ - THe: Strand ~th‘e"‘llewry,?are passed and log; i

| with'its lmoadfmoat anidl’ drawbndrre"“the very qvnosurerof Engllsh, i
!ustory-mtrmatcly associated hwithisits. troublesd‘ortﬁse\l\undred’
years—the Tower. In tbefcompass.of Luropenn lnston)s Mo’ wordrﬁ ‘
' oeelrs wlth‘afmore‘thﬂllmguoﬁ’e?it'ﬁmhonhenbmwlthtevery’!vlbl i
 tudeé’of rfortun Cwitly, everyitnutnp}»of good Srigvilwithy ‘thiedes!

/ thronementxof'monarchs—mth thc‘h)yaltv ‘nnd sufl'ermgs ofradhési |
rents—thll the stonmy cfy’of rehgxous perQecunon. , HAstat memen:p.
o‘of d.espotlb criieley; ‘the/Bastileok Paris wus,&nerhups, calculated.;'
: to‘exclte 'as §orﬁbrelreﬂectlons,“‘ondlhstlﬂedir in hts 3stony recesses &
groans as‘deep’and lmprecntxonsl “Alitter as-evgr biroke: fromttlle
llps of mdlgnant humamty,abutv ot lnow» stands,ﬁfértunatclhforr
Trancé and our commonTnnture,H on v the ‘dxﬁt‘ ofree the thmgs thatyt
were,” ' with: the dungeons ‘of Terkata’ and"the Wladks canals of Ve, .« -
nice. The T ‘owen, however,is still-befora us, half An‘fortress wondi
half a prison, venerable, sullen, forbidding, as‘when: Raléighicame.:
forth-from<its cells to die. *-With +its'name the annals of Englaid.
areas mtlmately linked as the -history of Athensis with the ‘Adro:
polls, or the Forum'and . Colliseum’ with the-fortuwes Gt - repubh.
can and lmpcrml Rome. We maytstill 'occupy the same-¢aurts on, -
whlch the royal, and'noble, and priestly, at intervals;’ durlng the.
ast Justrum of centuries have’ stood=——with" Cbar]es, prepanng, fin
the silerice’ of. his dungeon, :ta,jericounter his approuch'hgﬂdoom

.with Lady Jane Grey,l thessweetest, 'victim| 10! the ‘amibitions of :
others that ever died hysvmlenthands, o’ younglandnbcautnful!oﬂer-,, .
ing to the Minotaur’ ot‘ an 1mpcnous*mob1hty andméturbul)ent‘de-ﬁ..u
mocraqy—wlth-, Straﬂ‘ord thaughty and: patrncldn‘m p_ower:‘and cast-v:,-.
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._wlth?Dssex, theiself-w:lled‘ noble" -vthe caprmxoustfavounte théa} i
generous master, thefnend nnd‘cormnlanlonoﬁbSpenseme:thﬂ[ar)ﬂfh
whemshe closed ol the scaffoldfaacnreerf mt gémjnfé'ﬁced ﬁde"
ot than; d’estal auspme"?: ‘(an*éas minoo n&h‘h sfsd t
'.yoldiitu?ds odoura,;kmkmgtmlthe wlouds ;dlal“ o
sunset)—wnth .Slddey,van‘cl‘lVIore‘ondfTRussdl'“*thc champznns ‘ofia" "
rfood cause.in evil days; worthg diseiplésof the’ sages‘of Hold"uwhm
by solemnn weditation or.serene fortitude,” endeavoured to advance:
the interest of their species, and, like them, under a colder:sky than |
that 6f-Attica, and amid 2 people of less sudden. tbough deeper-
emotion thai those who-.crowded the streets of Athens and overs
bore:the decisions of her judges, experiencing ap ungrateful return
for their services, and falling. at-Jast: before the effect of'a more,
deadly and stedfast jealousy than that which dictated tlie ostracism..
of Aristides, and proffered:tlie: fatal cup to Socpates. CRE
-Such are the draras of English history; xevived by the objectst: -
ayound us—tiue altars—authentic temples to suffering innocence! .
and avenged wrong.. A story of grief or.joy, of good men reward:'7 -
ed Dy a late success, .or of guilt precipitatd into o Just catastrophe,: ¢
is connected: with, every “ buttress and coigue of, vantage;”a JegendL '
bangs on cvery half-defaced carving and:quaint m:cllway AS wed
gaze, “bold songs," \vlnch have travelled through four centu.nes,
ring around us, 4 sucli as an outlaw might:have' given breath to in -
the greenwood” devoted to the commem.omtlon and illustration, ofy -
other times—household gods, :best accomphslung their.purpose of 1
guarding the hearths and homes of - Lnglaud: by perpetuating.. the
sentiments that long ago, in the midst of peril and difficulty, contri-.
buted to shield from outward wrong the one, and-to; fill.with masly
thonghts and gengle “humanities™ the other,  With. sucli associa-
tions continually moving above and around ‘us, who. ¢an. dolibt that:
our countrymen, 2§ an.equipoise between past and. present“ should
catch a devout thoughtfulness of purpose, not slways manifesting
itself.on the surface of events, but seated deeply nevertheless in‘the
national heart, darkened by the images of action establishedin, jpast-
cyeles, and an attachment to the soil from' which:they sprung—to
the dwellings within which they have evoked ithe large charitics of*
a mild and comprehensive faith—to the monuments which regall.
bygone times, and-colour the infuences of those in-which. they:live:
~—which no, code of legislative: enoctmentq-no mcasurernent oli
dxstncts, or drstnbutnon of bouodanes—no ‘mere gra,ndeunof comw -
mcrcml enterprxse—-no emount oflmmedrate prosperity-could create.-

- Nothing of this kind do we' ﬁnd m «St.s 1"etersburg-a-th15tappeal.»l
from theeye to the 1mag1natlon—from the palpable*to the anbstrao r
—from the: prox:mate to.the- ‘remote. - For the. pest “bfy Rusﬁ;ansh:s-{
toty we. must, seek ‘not on: the shores of the- Neva, but.fbemdeétbe. L
mosque-hke churches[and barbanchremlun oeroscow." 5y “rkf vJ»"lr e

. St.- Petersburg 18, in truth destxt:ute oﬁevery tlung wluch m;gh,t{ >

ldentlfy it.as the. qapltal oﬁliussm., , s Tq
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