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* 'TRAVELS, !

Extracts from Sporting in Soulhern Africa.”

'r‘rn-: DESERT.

We had now l'mrl} quitted civilization, and were entering upon
« steril; inhospitable region, sparmcrly mlrabrted by Bushmen—the
remndnt of Holtentot hordes, and the wild aborrames of tlre coun-
1rv—who, radually recedmrr before thie encro.rchments ‘of the Eu-
ropean coloists, have long since sou"lrt refuge in'the pathless de-
sett. Unblessed amongst the natrons of the eurth the hand of these
_wandering outcasts is against every man, and every man’s hand is
~against them. L‘xrstmn' precariously from day to day--heedless 6f
futurity, and forgetful of the past,-——wrthout either laws, arts, or
religion—only a faint rrlrmmenncr ray of .instinct guides their be-
nighted path. Depending for subsistence upon the produce of the
chase or the spontaneous grl'ts of nature, they share the wilderness
wnh beasts of prey, and are. but one grade hruher in the scale of
existence.

From this point until we re'rched I\uxum'm, a distance of ‘300
rmles, the number of our oxen became d.uly diminished by the eft
fects of a drought which had prevailed, and which had so. com-
pletely removed every vestige of vegetation, that they were fre-
quently compelled to puss two days without tasting food or water.

, Extensive-—to the eye boundless—plains of arid lund, with neither
eminence nor hollow, were on all sides expanded to the view : of
‘these the prevailing colour-was brownish yellow, \arrevated witha
few black and sickly shrubs Sc.lrcely an object met the straining
eye but an 0str1ch sometnnes strnlmtf in the 'distanee, or a sohtary
vulture soaring.in the sl\y Over 1l1e wide desolation of the. stony

waste not a tree could be discerned, and the only impression on||

the mind was—that of uiter and hopeless sterility. Occasxonally,
lrowew er as we ad\ anced, the sameness of lhe scene was varled
by a wrde-stretclunfr undulalron "Our caravan vas then the only
obJect in.the landscdpe iipon’ wlnch the eye could repose VVav-
gon after” wagvon slow"y rising to view, the van was. to be soen ad-
wncruw ; Gver: the-swell, wlulst the cattle and sheep were. yet hrdden
Troni the srnlrr' The'world before us was sfill nought but carth
ang sky—not 2 green herb’ enticed the vision, not a bird winged
through the air'’t the loud cmckmw ofn whrp, __rollmg in suppressed
ectio” alonrr ‘the sun-baked ground, alone disturbed the silence of
the sultry almosplrele which gave to the azure vault of henven the
semblance of an unnatural elevation from the globe. ' ‘

Whilst the drws were oppressively hot, and'the sky unveiled by
a-cloud, the nights were piercingly cold—our feelings during the
later 1nd1c1lmu as well as the- tlrermometer that the temperuture
was near the fréezing pornt and, to add 1o our drscomfort, fuel
wis r.n'elv procumble Inthe. mornmw the’ ground was sometimes
covered with hoar-frost : but the absence either. of’vaponr or cloud
to diminish the heat of thé-sun, soon dispelled the appearance , and
rendered visible the nakedness of the Jand. I\hmtre in these re-
gions,’ ﬂlclcer ing in the distance, presents to the l‘nrsly tmvclle: an
illusion as tempting as tantrrlmnn Blue and dcluswo lalres, of
wlnclr lllo surfice seems’ oaltrled by d ripple, lecedes as he ad-||.
\ances—and u[umalely disappearing, ‘¢ leave. not a wrecl\ be-
lnnd ” ' '

“We halted the first day on the borders of what appenred to be a
body of water many miles in cncuml'erence--an ousis in the de-
sert, towards which, after a sultry. march oftwenty miles, lured b_y
the appearance of several waggons on its brink—both man and
beast rushed with impetuosity. “We soon perceived to our disap-
‘pointment that we had been deceived by a saline deposit of im-
mense extent, at which a party of boors were engaged in obtaining
salt for the use of the colonists : but it was long ere the brol\en-
henr’ted oxen discovered that what they had understood to be water
was a mere mineral efflorescence in the desert

The fourth day brought us to the marrmﬁcent Orange River--the
only stream within many hundied miles that is entitled to the ap-
pellation. Emerging from desolation and sterility, the first glimpse
that we obtained of it realized-those ideas of - élegant and classic
scenery which exist in the minds of the poets The allaring fan-
cies of'a fairy fiction, or the fascinating imagery of a romance, were
here brought-into actaal existence. The waters of this majestic ri-
ver, 300 yards in breadth, floivi ntr in one unbroken expanse, re-
sembled a smooth translucent lake ; ; and as its gentle waves glided
paston theif way to join the restiess ocean, bearing.on theit limpid
hosom as ia a polished mirror, the'i nmge of their wood clothed bor-
ders, they seemed to kigs the shore before bidding it farewell. Droop-
ing willows, cldd in their vest of vernal I'reshness leaned over the|ia
bcnk,.and, dipping their slender branches into the tide, which glis-
tened with the last ‘rays of the setting sun, seemed fain 1o follow :|

|
.whilst at intervals the wrecks of stately trees, 1hat had been torn

|daubing their flat noses. and prominent cheel\-bones with a mix-

{produced by forcing that unruly member against drﬁ'ercnt parts of

from their roots by the violence of the torrent during some vast in-
undation, of which the traces on the shore gave evidence, reared
their dilapidated heads in token of the then resistless fury of that
flood which now appeared so smooth and tranguil. 'T'o these who
may consider this description overchatged, I will only remark, that
the sight of water after days in the desért is prcbably one “of the
most delightful sensations that a lrumun being can expericnce.

BUSHMEN

‘The pigmy race usually reside in holes and crannies of rorlvs,
and ‘sometimes in wretched huts Jncqpuble of proteclmcr them {rom
the inclemency of the seasons "These, their constant fear of dis-
covery induces them to erect in sechided spots al a” great dlslance
{rom water : a precaution {0 which they are. further prompted b) a
desire lo leave the pools open for wild ammnls, whichi they con-
stantly shoot from an nmbuslr with poisoned arrows, and devour
on the spot. They possess neither flocks nor herds, m'e unac-
quainted with agticulture,. and: the most wealthy can boadt of no
property beyond his weapons and his starying dog.  With no cares
beyond the present moment, the) live almost gutirely upon bulbous
roots, locusts, reptiles, and the larve of ants, by the habitations of
which latter the country is in many plnces thickly strewed. Nota
trace of their hovels could be seen from the road, and a traveller
might even pass through their country without seeing a huninn be-[{e
ing, or suspecting that it was inhabited. Suchi is their general dis-
trust of visitors, that the males would never willingly approuch us,
evmcm«r great. 1rep1dat|on when forced to do so —no" object being
more unwelcomo to 1he|r sraht than troop of horsemen on the
plain. ! . :

'The stature of bothrsexes, is rnvanably below five ‘feet. Tl)e
males are’ usuully lneacne, bow-lewed, and *rll =macle yct lhey
display a smgulur case of 1 motlorr and ﬁexrbrlrty of Jomt The’ra-
pidity with which llrey dnve ofl' a herd ofcottle IS perfectly }as-
tomshmcr Their com éxian‘is sallow’ brown,u dorkened’ by Ydirt
apd greaso their" only ‘dress. a‘prece\'of ‘leatﬁer rounﬂ lhe warsl?*
and’ Lhmr sole defence o ?]rmunutmsﬁ)o“ ’ .wu:h‘" porsoned arrows,
ruther resemblmo chrl’dren}s foys‘)llmn mortal weapons.. -
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The wonien, _who were rmuclr less shy, and who never l’mled

npon them, with'the hope of obtammc ‘tobacco in evchange for
ostrich eggs, are of small and dellc'lte pl oportions, with-hand and
feet of truly Lilliputian dimensions. Their foot-prints reminded
us of Gulliver’s adventures, and are not lar, ger than those of 'a chiid.
When young they have a- pleusmnr evplessron of' countenance,
which they iake care to rerider as captivating as po:,slblc by be—

ture ol‘ red ochre and fat.” 'The toilets of many were made wnh
scrupulous attention, the effect of the pmnt being enchanced by
neclrlaces composcd of the fresh cntrarls “of wild beusts—a few
coury -shells, old boges. and buttons, bemg also interwoven with
their malted hair : . but ‘the-life they lead, therr frequent long ab-
sunence, and constant exposure to the wind and glare of light in
a dry open country ‘séon inducing the habit of keeping their na-
turally small eyes more than half c]osed their comeliness is very
eplremeral and never extends beyond youth The females pos-
sess. much greater volubrhty and ammuuon of gesture than the men
—but the sounds they utter aré a succession of olups of the tongue

the teeth and palate = and; whilst the enunciation is thus.rendered
troublesome and full of impediment, it resembles rather the chat-
tering.of monkeys than the language of human beings.

BECHUANA TRIBES.

Of the labiliments of the Bechuana men little need be suid, as
they have generally adupted a rude imifation of the European cos-
tume. The females, however, almost xnvarmhly retain the garb of
their ancestors. The appearance of these Jadies i is .masculine, and
far from attractive. Fat and grease c of all kinds l'orm their delight :
their bodies and skin clonlrs being also plentifully anointed with si-
bilo, a grey iron ore sparkling’ lrke mica, procured from mines in
the neighbourhood, which are visited from all parts of the country.
Therr naturally woolly hair is twisted into small cords, and matted
with this substance into apparently ‘metallic pendules, which, be-
ing of equal length, assume the appearuace of 4 skull-cap-or invert-H
ed bowl.of'stecl. Tobacco: having undergone considerable depre-
ciation - by the introduction of"the plaft—beads are the medium
through which exchanges are usually effected amongst the Bechu-

- The more wealthy of their women are adorned: with a pro-
fusron ol'these, hung in_ cumbrous coils round the waste and. heck,

alonv with ivory toolh-prcks and gourd" snuff-boxes : ‘but ‘éven the
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to follow the tracks of our Wwaggons whei they huppened to come 7

e
mdlnent are not altogether without them. An’ apron ofleother, cut»

into thin strips, and clotted with an accumulation of "reuse una
filth, reaches to the ankles—and; \vnha rude skin cloal, completes .
the costume. ¥ B

HERDS os QuAGGas. &e. o A

The clatter of th:eir hoofs was perfectly astouudnr and I could
compare it to notw g but to the din of o tremendous charge of ca-
valry, or the rushing of a nighty tempest. 1~ ¢ould not estimate
the accumulated number at less than fifteen thousand ; a great ex-
tent of country being actually cl:equered black and white with their
congreguted masses. -As the paulc caused by the report of éur, ni- ";:
fles extended, clouds of dust hovered over them ; and the long
necks.of troops ol‘ dstriches were ulso fo be seen, towerrno nbo\e
the head§ of their less rrrgantrc nemhbours, and surlmﬂ pasl wrlh as-
tonishing rnprdlt) Groups of. purple sassuybys [Acronotus Lu--: .
nata], and brilliant red and yellow lmrtebeests, likewise lent. the:r
2id to complete the’ ptcture, which must have Leen seen to be pro-—
perly understood, and whrch belmnrs “all attempt ut descnpuon
The savages kept in our wnlre,‘dexterously despntclnnv the wouml-
ed gnoos by a ‘touch on the spme wnh the point of an nssacm, and
instantly covering up the carcuses wrth bushes, to secure them from
the voracity of the vultures, which hang about us like specks in
the firmament, and descended with the’ vclocrly of lightning, us

each discharge of our artillery gave 1olcen of prey. .As.we pro-
ceeded, two strange figures were pcrcerved standing under the
shade of a tree ; these we rnstuntly kngw to be clands [Boselaphus
Oreqs], the- savages at the same moment e\clnm’hng wr)th eVJdent K
delight, Impocy'o Impoqfo, :md, pressmn’ our lrorSes,tmthe uunlos‘t\
speed, we found ourselves, for the first trme at the heels”of«,the rrﬂ'
largest and most beautiful speclos“ofthe unte]opo tnl;)eﬂ Notvg l'l 25
standing the unwreldy shape’ oﬁtlrese ommols, tlio"y Gk ‘a
wreully fthe’ spleecl foft ourfjodedﬁrors b'but bemg‘ pushclzﬂ [
800N separuted 2 théir’ sleek coats t m‘edlﬁrot blue whdg
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w1th ‘frolh “the fo:lmﬁl[ from therr m‘ohlhs tm l?rla‘ Hona
persplrﬁtron f‘ om therr:?'erdes '“Th?ll‘-‘époce "{L %ll-Y« f%, v ‘E&
and; bhthrtheu‘ Tk brrllmnt eyea ‘torned’ 1mplonbrrly~ 'tOWnrds T

;} ri

at the eod of.a mrle, “gach Wwad luid lbw by \smnlo bull"la Ef‘ "‘f\,f 5
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Wwere youno bulls,’meusormo upnunls ol’rse\‘enteen lmnas nl th’é )
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_ A HERALD : : S
Soon uflenwurds oppearcd one of Kr . Moselekatse’s heraldsy .
whose bearmg upon occasions of ceremony we beg o recom:
mend to the notice of Gurter, Clarencreu7 and therr nun'usl bre-
thren, "
We: were prepuunn to start, when a hernld, cal]ed in” the Ma-
tibili language Imbongo—ize, a proclurmcr of ;the king’s title—
suddenly made his appearance outside:the kraal to, give ‘us'a little
insight into his. muJesty s biograghy. - Advancing slowly towards
the warmons he opened the exhibition by roaring und. charging,
in frantic imitation ofthe kmv of beasls—l.hen ‘placiog hisarm-be--
fore his mouth and swmmn'r it mprdly in,. pantomlmrcarepresenla# v
tion of the elephant, he lhrew his trunk.above his head. and shrilly .. -
trumpeted. 1Je next ranon tiptoe imilating the ostrrclr,rcnd last-" "
ly, bumbling himsell*in the dust,. wept like an infunt. At each, in-, "
terval of.the scene, he recounted the matchless. prowess and: o
mighty conquests of his. illustrions monarch, and made the hills re- .. -
echo with his praise. He wasa brawny athjetic savage, upwards
of six feet in height, naked as.he was born. Frenzied by his ener- ¢+
getic gesticulations; the. presprrnuon trickled from his greasy brow,
and white foam:descended in flakes from his distorted - mouth,
whilst lis eyes. glared with excitement. ‘

-
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L[ONS. s

The new moon brought, if* possible, a more abundasit supply‘
of rain than usual ; nor did the lions fail to toke advantage of tlre
nocturnal tempest, having twice endeavoured to effect un entrance
into the cattle-fold. * It continued, until nine o’clock 'the next
morning, to pour with such violence, that we were una,ble to. .
open the canvas:curtains-of the waggon. Peeping out, however "
to ascertain il there was any prospect of its clearing up, we per-. :
ceived three lions squattéd within an hundred yords ‘in ‘the’ open ':
plain, attentively watching the oxen. " Our rrﬂes yere hootrly i
seized, but tho dampness of. the atmosphere prevented wlhelr‘ .é'xw ‘
ploding. One after another, too, the Hottentots. sprlllné fo‘ut‘ol\the
pack-waggon, and snapped their guns at the. unweltore’ mlr‘nders,
as they rroued sulkily away, oud took up.their 1M:>'°l'omori‘fgn,l Hston}
eminence at no, great distance.” Fresh caps and p?lmmgr g&ré 'ﬁ:&"
plied, and a broadsrde was followed by the mstan"lunoons ., 7
of the lurwest whose cranium was porl’omfed by~ two "“bnlle
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the game msmnt.‘H Swmgmg therr tails over lherr'backs, rlllefsnr




