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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS,

1. Auy person who lakes a paper regularly
from the Pogt Oflice—whether directed to
his address or another, or whether he has
gubseribed or nol—is responsible to the
publishers for the subseription price
thereof.

. Tf any person order his paper discontinued
he wust pay ol arrearages, or the pub-
lisher may continue lo send it until pay-
ment 18 made, and eollect the whole
amonnt, whether it is taken from the office or
nol,

o

-

3. The following conditions form part of all

Subseriptions to the Civnrest GuarpiaN :—

(1) They are continued from yearto year,

wnless nolice be given to the contrary

before the expiration of the enrvent year
and all arrears he paid.

(2) Diseontinanee canuol be made at

any moment—the subseription is annmd,

CALENDAR FOR MAY,
May =St Philip and St Jumes—A posties.
f0 7=Bth Sunday after Easter. (Hogation.)
(Notive of Rogation Days and Ascension.)
I H_‘I
0 — L Roasrion Davs,
10—
“ 1 l—Ascenston Dav. (Ioly Thuarsday.)
(A thanasian (Creed ).

O J—Nurdny after The Ascension,  (Fixpee-
tation Sunday),
©2{—Wuersux-Dax. (Notice  of  Ember

Dayn).  Athanasion Creed.
22—Whitsun Monday.

~

28— Whitsun Tuesday.
L ¥

05—~ L lame Davs,

[T Lod

P g

W28—Twix ey Suxvay. (Athanasiun Creed)

CONYOUCATION OF CANTERBURY.

Both Houses of Convoeation o the Provinee

of’ Canterbury met tor husiness on the 2nd of

Muy,  Amongst other mutters which were con-

sidered aml passed upon by both Honses was

tho question of Fasting and of Kvening Com-

munion, upon both of which matters i graca-

men, was prosented by the Lower House amd

agreed to by the Upper, The gravamen as to
Fasmxg Connexiox,

was in the {ollowing terms:

S (D) That in the Apostolie ago the Holy
Communion was administered in connexion
with the gathering together of Christians to
share in an appointed evening meal.  (2) That
the practico of ecommunicating in the carly
morning appears (v have arisen bofore the elose

of the first century, probubly in order to secure
a sufer ns well as n more reverent celebration,
and, by the time of 8t, Cyprian, o have become
g0 fully establiched that it was regarded not
only as the preferable but as the proper prac-
tice and a8 commemorative of the Lord's Re-
surrcction, (3) That the practice of communi-
cuting in the early morning, together with the
common agsocintion of fasling and prayer, led to
the practice of communicating only when fast-
ing, and that fasting reception of the Commun-
ion became the regular and recognised usage of
the Church before the end of the fourth cen-
tury, (4) That from the close of the fourth
century thig regular and recognized usage was
formulated in rules for the clergy in eanons of
tocal and provincial Councils,  (8) That fasting
reception of the Communion was the prescribed
rule of the Church of England during the
Anglo-Saxon period, and continued to be so0 to
the time of the Reformation. (6} That these
strict rules were nevertheless subject to relax-
ation in cases of sickness or other necesity.
(1) That at the Reformation, the Church of
England, in accordanee with the prineiple of li-
berty laid down in Article xxxiv,, censed to re-
quire the Communion to be received fasting,
though the practice wag observed by many asa
reverent and aneient custom, and as such is
commended by several of her eminent writers
and divines down to the present time. (8) That,
regard being had to the practice of the Aposto-
lic Church in this matter, to teach that it is a
sin to communicate otherwise than fasting is
contrary to the feaching and spirit of the
Church of England.”

The Bishop ol London moved the adoption of
the report,

The Bishop of Cloucester and Bristol seconded
the preposal, and said he had only to add that
overy historienl statement to every one of the
elauses of the veport, and especially in the se-
cond and third clauses, had been considered, not
only by the committee, but by the members ot
the Monse, who had given special adention to
the subject. The original authors had been
read by the committee and by those who had
kindly assisted them,

The Bishop of Worcester said he was unuble
to aceept ag quite historieally acenrate clanses
2and 3. After examining the authorites care-
tully, his honest convietion wus that there was
not evidenes (o show that the practice of com-
municating in the carly morning arose before
the close of the first century.  Then the veport
said that * the praetice of communicating in the
carly morning, together with the common agso
cintion of fasting with prayer, led to the prac-
tice of communienting only when fasting, and
that fasting receplion ot the Communion beeameo
the regular and recognised usage of the Chureh
hefore the ond of the fourth century.” o did
not forget that portion of St. Augustine’s letter
to Jannariny, which suid that under the guid-
ance of the Jloly Spivit the Chareh throughout
the whole world did receive the Holy Commun-
ion fsting, with no other food entering the body
before the Holy Body of our Lord; but he was
afraid that St Angustine spoke us many per-
sons had spoken stnco the c}lnys of 8. Augus-
tine, and claimed that to be the wsage of the
Catholie Churelh which was the usage of his own
Churceh, and that he stated a great deal more
than the actual faet,  He did not think there
was asingle passage in the writings ot St. Chry-
sostom in which he said any thing like what 8,
Aungustine suid,

The Archbishop of Canterbury remarked
that the committee which presented the report
was composed of the Bishops of London, Glou-
coster and  Bristol, Uxeter, Oxford, Lincoln,
Sulisbury, Rochester, and Southwell, and the
Chairman of' the committee wished him to men-
tion that the report was unanimously present-
e, Me had listened with interest to the re-
marks of the Bishop of Worchester, and was
unable to agree with him exeept in the one small

point, that he thought the langnage of the re-
port would be more precisely accurate if words
+“about the close of the first century” were
used instead of the words * before the close of
the first century,” He believed it would be
found that the eighth clause of the report really
did represent the facts upon which all members
of the House agreod ; but he should like to call
special attention to what, in his own mind, was
exceedingly important—the effect of the Refor-
mation, Ie believed it was of immense impor-
tance, and never more 50 than now, {o recognise
that the Reformation of the Church of England
was oncof the greatest—the greatest—histori-
¢al events in the history of the Church of Eng-
land, und that it was conducted by persons of
the very highest capacity and the very highest
knawledge ; who, if they had not taken their
great stand as reformers, would have been ac-
counted among the greatest schoolmen that the
Church had ever kmnown, These veformers
were content, in certain matters connected with
individua! practice, to leave people to act for
themselves, For instanee, they proscribed thingy
that were important, but might be disputable,
with regard to preparation for the oly Com-
munion, They did not, however, mention fast-
ing ; and he took it to be a clear indication of
their mind that the practice would bo of little
use if it were adopted as a ¢harm or a mere ob-
ligation, but that it would be of great benefit it
it was adopted by themeclves as a matter of
self-discipline and on the ground that it assisted
in their devotion.  I'asting before Communion
was just une of the things upon which these re-
formers did not preseribe anything like a rigid
rule. 1le thought it highly important that
their lordships should lay down the principle of
liberty.

The Bishop of Sonthwell sy mpathized to some
extent with the views of the Bishop of Worces-
ter ux tu the evidence respecting the second and
third ctauses of the report,

It was agreed that the word “about " should
be inscrted in place of the word *“before™ in
the second paragraph, and, with this alteration,
the report was adopted, the Bishop of Worces-
ter alone dissenting.

Eveninu CoMMUNIONS,

The Bishop of London presented the report of
the committee on the gravemen of the Lower
Ilouse, respecting Kyening Communion, and
moved its adoption. 1t was in the following
ferms:

“ (1) That in the Apostolte age the Ialy
Communion was administered in connexion with
the gathering together of Christians to share in
an appointed evening meal,  (2) That the cele-
bration of the Ilely Communion in the evening
was thus apparently the praetice of the Church
during a large part, at least, of the first century,
(3) That about the close of the first century
the eelebration of the Holy Communion is found
separated from the Agape or appointed evening
meal, and tmnsf‘crmg to an early hour in the
morning ; and, except on certain speeini ocea-
rions, evening celebrations of the Ioly Com-
munion ceased in course of time thronghout the
Church, (1) That at the Reformution the
Chureh of linglund made no express regulation
concerning the hour of celebrating the Holy
Communion, the only apparent rule being that
it should be celebrated in the earlier portion of
the day and in connexion with Mattins, (5)
That evening Communion was introduced into
the Chureh of England in the present century
on account of alleged necessity, it being main-
fnined that many would not be able to receive
the Holy Commnnion unless it was oceasionally
administered in the evening. (6) That, re-
gard being had to the continuous custom of the
Chureh, us well as to the necessity now alleged
to exist, it is the bounden duty of every man
who publicly administers the Holy Communion
in the evening to assure himself of the reality of



