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Epiatie t the. HebrOws which I believe S.
Paul wrote. And before I proceed to put those
four things aide by aide, I muet urge the imn
portance of remembering how absolutely inde-
pendent S. Faul's testimony is. What he did
and what ho taught, he learned 'neither from
men nor by main.' but by direct revelation fro»
Uur Lord himself. So that he was 'no whit
behind the chiefest Apostles' in bis ability te
say that he was teaching mon 'to observe
whatsoever Christ had commanded him,' And
overy witness of his, if I may 80 say, is thore
fore clear gain ; so much extra light thruwn
on our Lord's plan of teaching and work.

When S. Peter, in Samaria, preached the
first Christian sermon in answer to that great
question of the interested multitude, it always
seemed te me that ho told them to do three
things and not two ; that is to asy, when ho
oaid, 'Bepent and be baptised, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost,' 1 am quits
sure he did not mean that the Holy Ghost was
te come to thom in Holy Baptism.

Because ,in the firat place, when the news
came te him of the conversion of the Samari-
tans, and of thoir baptism by Philip the Deacon,
ho and 9. John went down immodiately te
Samai ia, and 'laid their bands on them. and
they received the Holy Ghost;' and S. Luke
adds, by way of emphasis and explanation, 'for
as yet ho was fallen Upon no of them, only
they were baptised.' It seomas to me an irre-
ositble cenclusion, therefere, that we have
doctrine and prautice aide by aide in S Petes
sermon, 'Ye shall receive the Holy Ghost," and
in S. Peter's set in the confirmation of the
baptised Samaritans. And that this was not
local, isolated or temporary, one gathors from
the fact that in speaking of the duty of receiv.
ing the Holy Ghoat, S. Peter says, 'The pro
mise to you and to your childron, and to ail
that are far off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall oall.' I do not go into any argu
ment, because it is needless, and out of place
bore, te prove that this laying on of hands was
not for the convoyance of miradilous gifts
alone, There are three things to be noted in
sncb a transaction,-the gift, the sign, and the
resuit. And they are ail different. The gift is
the Roly Ghot ; the aigu is the laying on of
bande ; the resait may be, or may not be, mira-
culous. Certainly, if one gathers anything
from what S. Paul writes te the Corinthians
[and nobody knew botter than ho the value of
miraculous giftb], the manifestation of the
Spirit is varions : and the word of wisdow, the
word of knowledge and faith, are put in the
same catalogue with, and put before, healing
and miracles and divers kinda of tongues.

Now take the other case. S. Paul, writing
to the Hebrew Christians a description of what
he calis the 'principles of the doctrine of Christ,'
includes among the six, and as the fourth, the
laying on of hands. What did ho mean by it ?
Lot him answer the question himseolf, and ex
plain his teaching, asS. Peter explained his,
by hie practice. lie went down te Epheaus,
and finding twolve mon there, believers so far
as they had knowledge of the truth, he first
taght tbem the doctrine of baptia bhe bis
practice ; that is, ho showod thema the differ-
once between the meral formai and external
rite cf S. John the Baptist, and the spiritual
and interior baptism which he gave them.
And thon alio by his practice ho taught thea
the doctrine of the laying on of bands, for ho
Preceedod te conflrm, xbom, sav we uld sa>',
jst as S. Peter did at Jerusslom, nd 'thsa r,
ceived the Holy Ghost.'

I go back nov to the point from which I
Started. St. Paul cails this " a principle of the
doctrine of Christ. Be could only have known
0i it froa Christ Himsef. Iu like ianner, St.
Peter, as eue cf these whe aise hic! thé mind
of Christ,' acta in this matter, not proprio miotN,
but according te the teachings whieh ho and
the other Apostles had received daring the
yOars of intimate association before our Lord'a
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deatb, and during the great forty days which
car Lord spent with the Apostles' principally
'teaching them the things coceiorning the
Kingdom of God;' and thon by the moti n of
the Roly Spirit, who was sent to ' call their
remembrance' the things that Christ had taught
them, in order that they might hé guarded and
guided te fuifil the great commission; te teach
baptized people 'te observe all thinga what-
soever He had commanded them.' Who shall
presume te say that 'this laying on of bands'
was not one of the things which they were
commanded to teach ail baptized people te
observe? If anybody objects to this it makes
Confirmation a Sacrament, I have only te say
that this il no objection. The only objection
would be for us as Churchmen, if we put it on
a level with the two great Sacraments. For it
is more carelessness of speech not te remomber
that the only thing which this Church toaches
is that Christ bas ordained only two Sacraments
as ' generally necessary t sialvation,' whicb
proves, not that Confirmation la not a Sacra.
ment, but only that it le not necessary te
salvation.

Under this presontation of the case, it does
not seem to me that any words of mine are
needed te bring the argument te the focal
point of its application. If Confirmation is ' a
principle of the doctrine ot Christ,' and if its
administration, by historical evidence, was con
fiud te the Apostles, it stands te reason that
the office appointed te administer Ir muet
necesatril>' ho ontinued In the Cburch cf
(Crist; and this i why we should expect to
find what for convenience' sake is Oalled the
Historic Episcopale, perpetuated in the Church
-Church Review, N Y.

OHRISTMdS DAY.

The Festival of the NATIVITY Of CHRIST is
more than worthy of ail the devotion und
honour we have it in our power te render te it.
The Incarnation and Birth of the Divine Son
is tho greatest event in human history Bcause
it was contemplated froin the beginning, aIl the
religions institutions of mankind have refer-
once te it, Until it should take place the
religions training of the world was carried on
by provisional and temporary systems; firat
that of the Patriarche, and thon that of the
Mosaie Law. Types and sacrifices expressed
the yearninge of mankind for a new point of
departure in spiritual progrese; for deliverance
from that "body of death " whioh vas the con.
sequence of sin& As, thorefore, the Fall was
the first datum in the spiritual histor y of man-
kind, se the Incarnation of the Divine Son is
the second. It le the new Creation ; as the
incarnate Son je the Second Adam, (I Cor. xv
41), the source and ancester of a purified and
regeherated Huiman Nature

it je mostproperly, therefore, thecommence-
ment of our Christian cycle of yearly observ.
ance. It je the Caristian Hra; and our years
are in more than one sensé counted from it.
Advent i merely a sesson of preparation inter- i
calated before it, in order te its botter observ-
ance. -S. J, Bales.

STHY KINGDOM COMi."

of al portions of the Christian year noDe
meane more to the Christian man who has
risen te the heiglit of his calling than thesefour
wooke of Advent and thoir consummation in
Christmas Day. Tue coming of the Lord in
the form of perfect an is te the Christian the
centre of history. The coming of His Kingdom
on earth le the one event worth looking for,
praying for, working for,

So when we pray, 'Thy Kingdom came,' ve I

mea it; and if re are faithful men. we shnw
our sincerity by deed as well as by w-rd T>
miake his own lfe a kingdoi in itself, with
undivided allegiance te the one King te bring
others into the same ailegianco; te tran4tfrnm
and regenerate human life ; te conquer the
kingdoms of this world by entering into the -a
and claiming theim for Christ; te proclairm far
and wide the good newa of His coming-that is
the calling of the Caristian min and that is the
state of active lue into whieh it bas ploased
God te call hi a. Our efforts we know to be
weak and imperfect; we may not hope te soa
their accompliihment ourselves; but we eau
labor on in faith and love. with trust in Gad
and a growing hope that in evor$y trnth the
D.y of the Lird ila t band. Pr which indeed
we pray each day, ' Thy Kingdom come,'-
Belected.

.OW NOT TO DO.

If our clergy wish te have their vocation re-
ceive due honor, it becomes them te manifest a
due appréciation of it thomselves; To come
into the chancel with a surplice soiled and ont
of repair, and thon te attempt t road the mer.
vices and lessons without previous preparation
and without due care as respects clear and dis-
tinct articulation, pronaunciation, etc., is quite
certain te imure an unedifying result and te
lower the standard of the dignity of worship in
the parish. The dignity of worship in the
the average parish bas aise suffered diminution
of late because of the increased todeny te
vary from the established order of worship;
for inetead of having the rosalt of the decision
of the boat minds as te that which is preférable
in the order of the service (the consensus of
the competent) there is substituted the opinion
of each clergyman as te what le boet te use or
to omit, an evil which is noue the hess serious
because the omissions are often made te give
more Lime for the sermon, ail of which tends
to subordinate worship te preacbing.

The responses by the average congregation
are not satisfactory, beosusé it i, in this
matter, without a file-leader. Bach persen
"goes as ho pleases." A parish known te the
writer is trying te remedy this difficulty by
training its vested choir of forty perdons te not
as a file-!eader in this matter for the laity.
They read the Pialter slowly and distinctly,
stopping at eah punctuation mark, and thus
encourage ail the congrégation to réad with
thom. The improvement thus far seourod is
very marked, and the adoption of this plan le
recommended ·te parishes troubled with in-
adequate responses by the laity

The disoauraging ignorance cf the moeore
of the average congregation as to the history
of the Church and its distinctive characteristics,
and as respects the history and advantages of
liturgical worebip, is not to be wondéred at
whon one considers how little le done to ensure
a different state of things. each parish should
have classes for instruction by the reotor in
3uoh aubjects. The young people of the parish
;hould pass from the Sunday school grades into
.hese classes exactly as children in the public
schols pass from tne grammar sohools iàto
~ho high BehoolI

Thora shouid also be in oah parish an op-
portunity furnished te each boy or girl or
nstruction in the elemets of vocal muasi, se
that the plain chante and hymn Musi o! the
Church could be sung by the youang people
without difficulty.

Lot us now suppoe a pariah with a rector
wbose sensa cf thé agnit>' cf vorship sud cf
the nobility of his ranctions in connection
therewith is snob that ho wili carefully arrange
and find the places in ail of the ohancel servoe
books before the laity arrive ; that hé will
arefally go over the entire service, inclading

the Lessons, before entering the ohanoel ; that


