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_ THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

ONTEMPORARY: CHURCH: OPINION,
. Ohurch Bells has the following article on M.
" Ruskin’s views of modern
* 1o cleewhere: .. o S
A Mr, ‘Ruskin has well clinched the nail
. which the Spectator had driven. It s, as'he
suys, the distinctive teaching of these days that
our fathers wore apes and our mothers winkles;
- that the world began in accident and will end
- in darkness; and g0 on. But it is. quite clear
that Mr. Ruskin's teacher, My, Thomas Carlyle,
has had nothing to do with therise and growth
‘of the ape-and-winkle business? In nttem]lnting
~to teach godliness without Christ, Carlyle at-
‘tompted the impossible. Christ spoke truly
~whoen He said, ‘No man comoeth unto the Fa-
ther but by Me’ And He is adapting His
" proof of what He said to the new needs of our
The philosophical method of Butler,
and the historical mothod of Paley, bave ceased
. to weigh with men as they weighed formerly,
~though they have not been shown to be erro-
- meous., And Christ appeals in theso days—both
-to philosophy and to history ‘indeed—with
those who have ears to hear them; but He
makes o new appeal under our new cireum-
s*ances to & new proof. Nover before in the
history of Christendom, except in the French
‘Revolution, have men tried on a large scale to
effect large social reforms without the aid of
organized Ohristianity. Tor many years past
.in Bngland, to say nothing of other countries,
the Church, as the recognized teacher of faith
and morals, has been persistently driven farther
and farther from her old boundaries, and cooped
up a8 much a8 possible in a corner out of the
way. ‘In our schools, great and little, religion
has been ticketed as nn extra, the successor of
geography and the use of the globes. They
must be dull indeed if they do not uee tho extra
sharpening wo give. them to infer that, in the
opinion of their betters, the tree of knowledge
has superseded the tree of life,

And now tho Lord of lords and King of
kings-is showing Himself to bo the Teacher of
teachers, and iz demanding & hearing, Tho
-0ld phrase of Tortullinn, ' Natarally Christian,’
is roceiving new light. Christianity is notonly
snalogous to the laws of nature. Is it not part
of them ? May it not bo the whole? Society
cannot hold togother without religion; and the
‘aducation, which is now all the rage, if it
does nothing clse, makes all othor religions im-
possible besides the Christizn,

Tne Lagovr TrousLes.—Bishop Gillespie,
of Wostorn Michigan, says in tho Church
Helper: . :

“That the unhappy feeling oxisting on the

art of wage workers in various industries,
eading to the suspension of business and inter-
ruption of travel and trade, and even to riots of
mos{ serious charactor, is o crisis that should
bring us in humble supplication bofore Him
“who maketh mon to Eo of one mind ina
house," The Bishop has, therefore, set forth
the following Form of Prayer, to be used in the
Churches of his Diocese: . _

“Qh God, st whose word man goeth forth
unto his work and to his labour until the oven-
ing. Be merciful to all whose duties are diff,
cult or burdensome, nnd comfort them concern-
ing thoir toil. Shiold from bodily accident and
harm the workmen at their work, Protect the
" afforts of sobor and honest industry, and suffer
not the hire of the Iabourers to be kept back by
fraud. Incline the hearts of employers and of
those whom they emgloy to mutual forbear-
~“ance, fuirnoss, and good will. Give the spirit

‘of governance and of a sound mind to all in
places of authority. Remember all who by
_reason of weaknoess are overtasked, or by-reason
of poverty are forgotten, Give ear unfo our
prayer, O merciful and gracious Father, forthe
'I’ove of thy dear Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.
A’nm'l' . N . .

education, referred: B G
: ‘ "] development. It may be put fo sleep. till the

" The Church Record says : S

Conscience, then, it were well to remember,
is a divinely given facult{, but neither absolute
' nor infallible, It is capable ,of almost infinite

day of doom. Guarded, educated and obeyed,
it will direct our feet into the paths of peace,
while compelling us to realize our sinfulness in
many an hour of bitter grief. Bat any one
‘whose repentance is easy and who feels com-
pelled to no days of sorrowing fast for sin, has
full witness that he is not living conscientiously,
for he has drugged his conscience into desper-
ate sieop. Any one who thinks that he can
know all of sin by the internal monitor which
ho bas carelessly slain, that he can disregard
the warnings and counsellings of the Divine
‘Word as spoken personally unto him, that he
can avoid the days of fasting and the nights of
bitter tears, is flattering himself with a perilous
gubstitution of his self-indunigence for the per-
fectly holy law of God.

The Pacific Churchman says :— R

To ignore the strength, devoted work and
growth of our sectarian brethren, especially
those of the half-dozen leading denominations,
i8 at once a foolish conceit and neglecting of a
means from which we may gather practical
ideas of grent value. One sometimes runs
across a Churchman who seems really to think
that about all the Christian work being done is
within our own lines aud by our methods, Such
a one does not look, surely; far beyond his own
chancel rails, and outside of his own .favorite
Church paper. Now the truth is thereis every
sign of the Holy Spirit's blessing to bo seen
resting upon the labors and method of our de-
nominational friends. In some respects more
than one of the sects have put us to shame by
their greater zeal and aggressive missionary
work, Wo have little to boast of in our record,
Enst or present, in comparison with some of the

odies we are referring to. Qur advantages of
apostolic order and in the preservation of the
Catholic faith are indeed invaluable ; we should
never yield any point in either,.but rather hu.
milinte ourselves the more that with these vant-

a0 %rounds we have yet fullen behind those
who have to contend in hroken ranks, and half
equipped againsta common foe,

The Family Churchman says :—

The editor of the Record has done a national
service in collecting the opinions of the Irish
clergy on the present state of Ireland. Itis a
pitiable revelation which he makes to the
world. If ever militant superstition, backed
by absence of morai principle, gained ascend-
sncy in any country, Ireland is that coun

a

and the time is now when, according to all
accounts, the most ignorant peasantry. in the
world are to be emancipated from the thraldom
of superior civilization, How happy would we
be to distrust our prognostication | how willing
to look upon the matter in the very best light !
But it is impossible, and though things sre bad
enough ag they are, no one can tell what new
horror the morning may bring.

The Church Press says :(—

It has long been the custom of the Church to
celebrate the anniversary of our Lord’s resur-
rection with the most jubilant strains, as well
as with the most beautiful designs. This time-
honored and ap})ropriate custom is to be again
observed, and alréeady arrangements are in pro-
cess for the introduction of & larger amount of
music then ususl. The music, indeed, will
constitute in many churches the chief part of
the service; and if the programmes be carried
out as contemplated, it will be difficult to see
where the prayers, the reading, and the sermen
‘will come in, LA

Now, the question is whether there is not
danger of carrying the thing too far—of mak-
ing alittle:too much of the mere sensuons ‘snd

“|doubted- that  ihe ‘event “we ‘comtaemorate ig

worthy of, and demands,, ail that skill and
gevius, and art ard besuty, cun supply. We
should show our gratitude and joy by emblem.
atic forms and putbarsts of melody and praise,
‘While doing this, however, it is not permiseible
to lose sight of the prime objéctof all Christian
worship, and of our Easter festival in particy-
lar, At Baster, asat all other times, our nim
should be to rénder homage to God, and to
bring our own_spiritual nature into cloger fel.
lowship with Him, and with the glorious fact
which may be commemorated, If this duty be
lost sight of, and by that which is merely ex.
tornal, accessory, our minds are diverted from
the great end for which all chiarches are buili,
and all worship should be conducted, then there
is a perversion of both the Church and itg
&ervi_ce, and injury rather than good will be
one,

BRITISH BUDQRET.

The Bishop of Lichfield (Dr. Maclagan) has
gone abroad for a month in search of reposc
and change, '

Canon Body is in very poor health. He was
announced to presch at St Peter's, Eaton
Square, recently, but was compelled to forego
the attempt.

The clergy of Yorkshire are signing a poti-
tion asking Convocation not to sanction the
use of the Revised Bible,

A tablet has been placed in St. Paul’s, Ker-
sel, with the following inseription: “In mem-
ory of James Frager, %.D., late Fellow of Oricl
College, born August 18, 1818, who, as Bishop
of Manchester, shone in England as a preacher
of righteousness, spending all his strength for
fifteen years with a good courage and & cheor-
ful heart in the gervice of Christ’s flock in
Lancashire. He entered into rest October 22,
1885," at Bishop's Court, in this pparish. His
fellow-parishioners, among whom he lived and
died, set up this tablet here wheve he was wont
to worship, thanking Grod for him.” The frame
surrounding the slab is of alabaster, carved in
the late Gothic style to correspond with the
church. In the upper part appear the late
Bishop's arms, with mitre, and the motto “Jo
suis prest,” execated in relief and painted in
heraldie colors.

AMERICAN BUDGET.

The Rev. Edwin G, Weed, of Augusta, Mo,
has been elected Bishop of Florida. It is not

try, | yet known if he will accept.
P

The Clericus of Albany and Troy meets alter-
nately in the two cities on the second and
fourth Mondays of the mounth.

The fund for building an Episcopal residenco
for the Diocese of Lionisiana is nearly complete.
It will be situated in New Orleans.

It is said that the “Sermons to Children by
the Rev. Richard Newton, D.D., have been
preached in every foreign mission field in the
world.

A Church Unity Society is to_be organized in
the Diocese of Chicago, whose object is to cir-
culate books and tracts on Church doctrine and
polity, without as well as within the Church.

The New York Times says: * So far as New
Yorkis concerned, and local charity work, the
Episcopal ehurch stands pre-eminently to the
fore. As a matter of fact, is work is greater
than is done by all other Protestant denoming-
tions.” ¢ o o L

On March 16th, in Britimore, Bishop Daret

mgthetic part of the service ! It cannot be

confirmed Mr. George L. ‘:Oligkper,' ormerly



