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‘countenance,

Specalnt:om ou Vegetables.,

: gens; and I :have. thought .and - fpoken

with all the nﬂ'ummg confidence of folly,
But perhaps:woman was defigned by hea-.

.ven_to-fool us.qinto .happinefs : . and for

this purpofe, what female could be mere
calculated than Simplicia ?. this, inartificial
graces of whofe perfon, the pathos .of
whofe features, the opennefs -of. .swhofe
and the mtclhgcncc ‘of
whofe biow, imprefs the mind .of the be-

holder 3¢ while - the -luxuriance -of ber

fnowy bofom, and the ‘glofly fulnefs of
her ruby lips, awaken all the warmer e-
motions of the heart, Yet Simplicia .is
far-from "what is generally.cnllcd of the
firlt ordar of fine forms,
has rather the 3ppc1rancc of florid health,
than of that fickly-delicacy, which town-

taught diffipation naturally produces, and-

P !
.

1

Sheis fhortand

which, therefore, town(brcd vamty aﬁ'cat
“to admire ;:and.her. complean, tlro‘ rc,.
gular, is not a little inclined ‘to the bru. :
nette. - But, as. her : propomons arc exi
ccllcnt, her features (enclofed in 2 ‘pleaf-
ing outline of a fmooth and'fhortith oval)
are {oft, regualar, and truly -feminine; as -
her countcpance is tharmonized and:fes’
rone, yet capable of much- expreffion’; as
her eyes;—though not peculiarly bnght, ‘
arc tender and attradtive, and frmgcd by
dark and beautiful lathés, as, abovetall;
fhe has an evident tendernefs of foul.’ and
every fymbol of an excellent .temper, T
mutil pronounce her one of thofe for whom
the heart of man need not be athamed to

. throb wich a warmer and more tender fene

fation than has agitated mine.

' SPEC ULATIONS ON THE PERCEPTIVE POWER OF VEGETABX;ES.' o

- [By Dr. Ptrrrual. Read, hfor: !be Pmlajo}ab::al Socul).] .

N allour enquiries into truth, whe-
ther natural cor. moral, it is neceffa-
ry to takeinto previous confideration, the
kind of evidcpee which the fubjeét ad-

mits of 3 and the degree of it, which.is.

futticient to afford fatisfadlion to the mind.

Demonfirative evidence -is abfolute, and -
- without gradation ; but probable evidence
- afcends, by-regular fteps, from the loweft -
- prefumption, to the highe®t moral certain~ -

1y, A fingle prefamption, is, indecd, of

little weight ;3 but a feries of fuch imper.

fe@ proofs may produce the fulleft con-
vi€ion. The sfirength of belief, howcver,

_may often bo greater, than'is proportionate
to the forct and number of thefe proofs,
either individuaily or colleé‘twely confider. .
: For.” as -uncertainty is always. painful:
- to the underftanding, very flight evidence,
ii the fubjed be capable of no-other,fome.™

ed.

times amounts to credibility... This every
pm\ofophc: experlences - in his refearches.
into nature ; and: the obfervation  may

“ferve as'an apology for the following jeu
d’efprit j5in .which I hall attempt to fhew, -

by the- feveral analogies.of organwanan,
life, infinét, {ponmneu), and felf.motion,

that'plants, hke animals, are éndued with -
the powers,’ both oF pcrccptlon and‘enjox- -

- meat.

T8 Vegetahlcs bcar fo near a ﬁm:l:tudc

. toanbmals in their Aructure, that botanitts -
have derived from anatomy- and phvﬁolo- ‘

By almo(‘t all- the terms emyloyed " in the

. defeription of them,
:.vmfurm us, conﬁfh of'a cutxclc, cuns, and:

. M .

~.merely artificial 5. and.
Altree or fhrub, they.

cellular mcmbranc 3 of vcﬂ‘els v:rxouﬂy .
difpofed, and adap:ed to the tranfmxﬂ‘xon '
of different fluids ; and-of a'lignedus, 'or .
bony-fubfiance, coveringiand. dcfendmg .’
-pith.or marrow: Such: orgamzanon evi=i
dently belongs not to inanimate matrcr,;’ "
and when we abferve, in vegetables, that .-
it is connefed with, or inftrumental tg’ -
the powers of growth, of felf-prefervationy
of motion, and .of feminal increafe, we cana . -
not hefitate’ to afcribe :to. them.a hvmg ;
principle. - And by admmmg this attri
bute, we advance.a:ftep higherin'the an
lozy weare purl’umg. “For, theidea of lif¢
naturally implies fome degree of pcrcept
-vity < and whorever- perceptlon refides,:
-greater or lefs’ capacity - for enjoymen
feems'to be its neceflary” adjund, : 1ndefi
nite. and’ low, .therefore, as.this capacxt
_may be, in eath fingie herb,. or lﬂ'&, yety
when ‘we. confider the amazing extent.of:
the vege‘tab!c kingdom, ¢.from thecedarof
Lebanon to the hyffop upon:; the watl, ';tha
ageregate of. happmc{s, produccn
avill be {ound to-exceed our:moft.enlar
gonceptions: - VIS prc)udxceonly, wh
“reftrains or; fuppreﬁ’cs the delightful.emo
tions, . refulting from the: behe
diffuGonof good. . Andyibecay
" tyers, of - fy&cms havc nvente

to..aid the.mind in;the T

without firoaf of apy effenti
\Lay:d:s crrﬁmm: j 'vdgctablll‘
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