On the Hiftory of the Tartars, Y

-that He would find little difficulty in the Calmac and the Mogul: T will not
offend your ears by a dry catalogue of fimilor words in thofe different lan-
‘guages; buta careful inveftigation has convinced me, that, 2s the Indign
.and Arabian tongues are feverally defcended from a common parent, fo
thole of Tartary might be traced toone ancient ftem effentially differing
from the two others, It appears indced, from a ftory told by Asu”rLera’ -
z1%that the Virdts and the Mongals could not underftand each other; but
no more can the Danes and the £ngliffi, yet their dialefls beyond a doubt
are branches of the fame Gothick tree. The dialeét of the Moguls, in which
forme hiftories of Ta1mu’r and his defcendants were originally compofed, is
c:lled in Irz(l\ia, wheie a learned native fet me right when I ufed another
word, Turcé; notthat it is precifely the fame with the Turkifh of the Oth-
" mdnla’s, but the two idioms-differ, perhaps, lefs then Swedifh and German,
or Spanifh and Portugucfe, and certainly lefsthen Welfh and Irijfk: in hope
of slcertzining this point, I have long fearched in vain for the: original
works afcribed to ‘Taimu’r and Ba’ser ; but all the Moguls, with whom
I havé converfedin this country, refemble the crow in onc of their popular
fables, who, having long affe&ed to walk like:a pheafant, was unable after
allto acquire thegracefulnefs of thatelegant bird, and in the mean time un-.
lgarned his own natural gait: they have notlearned the dialett ‘of Perfia,
but have. wholly forgotten-that :of their anceftors. A -very.confiderzble
;ﬁért-ofnthe_old Tartarian. language, which in Afia would probably have
een loft, is happily preflerved in Kurope; and, if the groundwork of the
weltérn . Turkifh, when feparated from the Perfian and Arabick, with which
it_isembellifhed, bea branch of the loft Oghizian tongue, I cartaffert with
confidence,: that it has notthe lealt - refemblance either to Arabick or San~
Serit, and muft have. been invented by:a:race of men wholly diftin& from
the Arabs,or Hindus. This. faft alone.overfets the fyltem of M Bairvry,
who confiders the Sanfcrit,of which he.gives.in feveral placesa moft errone~
ous account,as “a fine monument:of hiy primeval Scythians; the preceptors of
mankind and plontersof afublime philofophy evenin India;”’ for he holdsit .
aninconteftable truth, :that a language which is dead, fuppofes'a nation,
which s deftroyed ;..and he feems to think. fuch.reafoning perfettly decifive
ofthe queftion, without having recourfe to aftronomical arguments or:the
fpirit of ancient inftitutions: for my part, I defire no better proof than that,
whick the language of the Brdhmans affords; of an immemorial and total
diffgfence between the . Sawvageés of the Mountains, as the old Chinefe jultly -
calfed the Tartars, and the ftudious, placid, contemplative inhabitants - of
thele Indian plains. - e c oot

' II. Wearetold'by Aru"reua’zt’, that thé primitive religion of human
creatures; ‘or the pure ddoration of One Creator, ‘prevailed in Tarzary dur~
ing the firft generations from Ya’reT; but was extiné&t before the birth of
Ocuu’z, who reftoredit in his:dominions; .that, fome ages after him, the
Mongals and the Turcs relapfed into grofs idolatry; but that Cuenciz was
aTheilt, and, ina converfation with the Mukammedan Do€tors, admitted
their arguments for the being and attributes of the. Deity to be unanfwer=
able; while he contefted the évidence of their Prophet’s legation.  From
old Greciun authorities we learn, that the Mafagete worfhipped the fun;
andthe narrative of an embalfy.from Justin to the Khdkan, or Emperor, .
who then refided in a-fine vale near the fource of the-Jrérfh; mentions the
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