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THE LADIES' MILE ON A JUNE
MORNING.

A rare Juue dey. a pleasant scene,
A gaic10e ai8r. aB ky uulouded-

How oweet those elms' uew-budded green 1
The Ladies' Mile ls crowded.

A gay, kaleidoscopie show,
lu combinattons al uneudiug,

The restteSs fragments corne and go,
Revolving, parting, hlending.

O, there are formes of Juno-mould,
And palfreys perfect lu their pecesq,

And treces eck and brown and gold,
,And ?roud and piquant faces.

Ona face, arnid a huudred bere,
More ripely rouuded, richly tinte'l

One noble face- how soft and dear 1- -
Upon my heart is printed.

sweet, lu those far-off witstful eyes,
The jaugliu)g life- around unheeding,

1 thiuk a puire heart-history lies,
Not difficuit of readiug.

I thtuk, ere London whirl aud strile
Iuvolved yoti lu iheir 'wlderiug ma7es.

Yon lived a imple pastoral life
Amoug your birds and daisies.

1 thtuk you thiuk you'd glsdly change
Your throue ahove the rivai beauties

For that old litées uufeltered range,
IDs thoughts and dreama and duties.

I thluk 'twere sweet to lead you back,
And wth (as Loudon towers should dwiudie)

Your Pott cheehls vin the bloorn lhey lack,
Your great eyes flash and kindie.

I tink-but.Fses, she rides away ;
She nears the arch lu canter rapid;

She's gone:- the suushine Liils the day,
The Mile ls stale and vapid.

ELEANOUIR: A TALE 0F NON-
PERFORMERS.

Eleanour had passed the first flush of ram-
pant, boisterous youth, being very nearly
twenty.eight years of age ; and as she was neither
a beauty nor a fortune, few peopie took the
trouble to tellllher that she did flot look so
much.

A thoughtful expression, an easy figure, and
a pair of fine eyes, constîtuted ber chief outward
dlaims to notice ; but then ahe was a widow,
and one who lad also been a mother,-it was
felt that they were quite sufficient for any pur.
pose lier life could now afford.

She had a convenient income, good bealth,
and a tolerab]y whole beart ; since, altbough
ber marriage had undoubtedly been one of atl*ec-
tion, it had not perhaps vielded the entire
frilition of happiness anticipated. It had beeui
entered into alter a brief acquaintamcesbip, and
under peculiar circuîusta.nces. Tbe single child
wbich had been born to ber died in infancy ;
and there bud then been five years of uninter-
rupted coînpanionsiîip with an amiable, ordinary
young nman, who attended to bis profession diii-
goîîtly, took bis recreations punctually, loved
bis wife sincerely, and ate bis dinner lieartily.
His wishes had always been moderate, and bis
babits respectabe, -since he had a comfortable
home, snd an excellent business, be asked no
more ; bis ambition did flot extend beyond re-
turning the hospitalities of his neighbo-uiîs in
style equal to theirs, and paying the bis after-
wards witbout a groan.

A groove which had suited liuîn so wvell was,
unfortumately, scarcely tbat which a youtlîful
imaginationî bad painled for Eleanour. Her
tastes were diffrent froni, ber mimd was supe-
rior to, is ; ber fan cy was warm ; and of know.
ledge of the world she lîad none whatever.

That would bave taughit ber to be duly con-
tent witli the comfortable roof whicli sheltered
ber, with the mod est luxury of lier surroundings,
with the dainties on bcr table, the carniage at
ber door,-to estimate tbese as fan better tiinga,
far more solid, tangible benefits, tbau congenial-
îty of taste and harmony of purpose. As it wae,
sbe bad just seuse enou'gh to keep ber longing
for such fripîteries ont of siglit ; and to accept
lier lot wthout sayîng to amy living creature
tbat it bad disappointed ber.

Nothing had heen leas dreamed of, leas anti-
cipated, than the early aud sudden deatli wbiclihad lef ber, at tweuty-five, a widow ; and as-
tonished and astnay as she had then felt, it was
mot ail at once that she could realize the absoînte

was Iargely mîngleti.
The ernancipation of the youngef t;wo fromn

scbool-room bondege, and the advancement of
the eider ones to maturer years, made no0 dif-
ference in the position tIns ut firat established.
Eleamour was guide, guardian, counsellor,-and
to their fatlien tbey were mot ome-baîf so aul-
missive.

Mn. Cicîton did mot, imdeed, exact sulmis-
sion. Me was an indulgent, eaay-going man,
wbo, aithough le lad mot opposed bis eldeat
daugbter's choies, iîad been afterwards as well
pleased as decency would permit, tbat tIc union
shonld be dissoved by deatb, and tbat he souhd
bear no more about it. His son lad made a far
more suitable matc,-amd Alexander bad two
fine boys. That waa of importance. He bad
but one son ; and if Alexander lad tbrowm bim-
self away or lad been clildless, it would bave
been a terrible business. But Eleanour wasomly
one of tbe girls ; and as matters lad turned ont,
no great barm bad been doue.

He lad now al bis family about liim again,
and le iked tbat. He could walk over toi
Aexader's-it wss but two miles-ait for baîf1
an hour, punsue bis wsy, and le bomne in time1
for dimuer, witli the agreesîle feeling tbat lie1
lad doue bis duty, and that it lad scancely costi
hi an effort. Wbem the boys were old enough,1
le would souîd tbemn to acbool at bis own ex.
pense ; until tbem le could supply tlem witb
baney.sugar drops ; and evsn if le were obliged
to hay down lis mewspaper uow and tIen oft
miornimg to listsîî to soie littîs clamourer who
lad toddled to lis knee, le found himsehf able
to do it witl a tolerabhy good grade. In short,i
lie was a mildly splfiali moentity, who, as long1
as nobody interfered witli him, interfered witl i
n obody, sud whomn only the solid amoyance ofi
an ill-cooked dinner, or a bopelessiy bsd day,i
caused to lot it be sesu that le was mot the en-
tinely good-tempersd inan lie was generally given
ont to be.

This happening only occasionally, liowever,1
the liarmony wbicb prevailed in the familyi
circle was but sldoî ruffied.

The yonngen sisters grew prettier, gaysr, more
lloomimg sud buoyant, year by year ; the eldeatè
teîîded the fiock, exulted in tbeî, sud domi-1
neered over thern ;-within tIres years of ber'
returu, and when asewss, as we have said,i
about twenty-eight yeans old, ber îomarcly wasi
absolute.8

" Wbat would they do without ber ?" cried1
Cecil, Alexandsr'abliiths, busy young wlfe. "She3
is mother and more to those girls. Without(
Eleanoun they would be lost."1

Iwas tume, bowever, that soms of the fair
maids, who were realhy now in tIe prime ofç
their yontb sud beanty, should take fligît fromt
the patermal neat, and be the ornamenta of other1
apheres.f

"Dot is growimg very pretty," said Cecil one1
day to Eleanour, spart.N

"'Very pretty."c
"She looks nsariy as oid as Kate."1
"Quite."'
"It is ratIer awkward aIl four of tliem leingt

ont," veny softhy.1
" Ye-es. "t
"I -h ex pected, Eleanour, did mot you, thatj

-al-tIceidler ones would not have been at
home-wheu Puas and Dot gnew np ?"8

On whicl followed a solsîn matermal con-
clave, sscred and secret, but not witbout reanîtsq,a
as ive shah se. Cecii's cheeka were burnimg
wben it came to an end at hast, and as coulï d
scarce forbear dancing aloîîg the noad as aIe ram
home to lier chicks. Eleanour lad smied on
ber suggrestion.

Eheanour's amile lad seemed at asat to atamp f
it witb authority ; for tlie Inother'a wife was toa
the full as mucli impressed witli lelief in tbea
awful majesty of our dark-lained autocrat, asb
wsre any of the party ; aselad felt that if aIet
conld venture to whisper to Eleanour the dearn
deiigbtful ides whicb bad come into ber liead,
sud if Eleanour wonid onhy approve, it migbt t
actnally come to issu something. Wbst tIc
ides was will soon appear. It wag mot mamy l
dsys after, ens asefiow into the morning-room,b
wliere aIl were sssembled, and panted foth, ne-
gardlesa of their presence-t

" Oh, Neliy dean, le is really comiugF
Eleanour fnowued. The young ones wonid bho

enligbteed, -and this was strong meat for men, 1
mot milk for bales. Uer quiet " Who is coni-t
ing t" carried warning in its tome.E

Non was Cecil's "Oh, my brother, " followedr
by "'You know I told you, Nelly," without its i
due spology.a

" Youir brother Aîîtbony. Yss, I know, of 1
course." Circunîspection leig thus restorsd, r
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It xnay be tbat bér transportR were ratber too
often repeated ; it is possible tbat sbe did barp
upon tbe suqject somewbat ; for certaimhy lier
busband, wbo bad at first been pleased ard. in-
terested even to as great an extent as slie could
Wish, gTew taciturn.

"0 f course 1 am ghad, xny dean, " lie was at
lengtb dniven to afflrm witb unnecessary em-
pliasis ; " but you make-bum-go very sure of
it. You neyer let one bear of aiuytbimg else.
And bow can yout tell tbat a bundred tlimgs
may not turm up to stop your brother 1

" Cruel man, to try to damp me 1"
"I1 am mot dampimg you, as you caîl it, -only

prevemting your beimg overmudli vexed and dis-
appointed if anytbing shonhd happen. And lots
of thinga miglit happen, you know, if you would
omhy allow yourself to take tliem into account.
Antbony is an uncertain fellow

" That be is mot!
" And wouhd neyer dreani of putting bimself

about, I sbould say, in order to be bers to a set
time. Suppose the weatber is disagreeshîs-it
lias been abomimabhy squaliy hately-ten to one
lie would wait tili it was more settled. Or be
may take a fancy for a peep at tbe seat of war
by the way. It is a mistake to reckon on a man
wlio bas no tis."

"«Ah, but lie bas ties! He lias me and
Oliver."

"Brotliers and sisters don't go for mucli."
" He bas Blatchwortb."
'« That is more to tbe purpose ; Blatchwortb

will draw him to Blatcbworth, undoubtedly.
But Blatchwortli bsimg a tbing, not a person-
a tbimg witbout feeling or expectation, incap-
able of burling reproaces-it can very well
wait. Blatcbwortli an bardy be called atie."

«You want bu to forn a tie ?" quicklY.
"Ask bu liere."

'«Form a tie ! Ask him. bere1" 1He must have
been marvelloushy obtuse, for it is certain the
ides feil on him like a tbuiiderclap.

"0f course I am tbinking of your sisters,
dean." SIc was laugîing and bluslimg now,
delighted to be able to say out at last, wbat lad
been burnimg in ber bosoni unsuspected before.
" Wby, Alexander, wliere have your wits 'oeen
mot to fiuîd me ont till now ? Listen, then -lie
must admire their fair bair and blue eyes, and
surehy one of them will be compliant enoutil to
be fsscimated by bis beautè de diable. Don't
you. tbiuk so! Don't you. see bow likely it is !
Oh," cried Cecil, clasping bier bauds, Ilindeed
1 bave set my beart upon it !

Tlie ice tbus broken, it was impossible for the
warmi-Iearted creature not to recur to the mat-
ter witb fervour and frequency. True, it was no
longer tlie mere arrival of ber brotber wbicb
filled bier imagination ; it was bis future, thé
life whicli lay before hlm. Since bier husband
was mow in the secret, thene was no fnrtber
occasion for the reticence wliicli bad at firat eni-
bittered lier exultation ; there was no need to
stop sliort and turn away wben ber fancy grew
too busy for prudence. Accordingly, even sncb
brief respites were flot at last accorded him ; and
to confesa tbe trutb, from. bsing sick of the sul-
ject, bie grew sore ou it.

" We must have bimnibers at once," abe would
say, a dozen times of a morning.

"'That depemds on whetlisr lie will come,"
said Alexander, at lsmgth.

"Wliat; dat- did lie write on last? \Yas it tbe
2nd or tbe 3rd.

"I1 don't know," shortly.
" Nor care, " ponting.
*Weli, no. 1 don't cars particnlariy," con-

fessed tlie unfortunate busbaîîd, driven to say it
at last. "A fellow can't be expected to care
about tbat sort of tbing. Tell me whnlie l elat
be bere, and M'I do wbatever yon wat,-tbat is
to say, l'Il "-great effort of hospitality-" l'Il
meet liim myseif witlitlie dog-cart."

H1e bad done bis part, lie thougbt, in comimg
to tbis conclusion. He was not, as may be sesu,
keen to know to an hour wben bis brother-m-.
Iaw miglit be expected to land on Englisli soul;
but if Cecil mamagsd tlie reat lie wouid mett iî
witli the dog-çart presemtiy. H1e did mot emjoy
the idea. By this time bie was baunted par.
petualiy by thie appreliension of being taken by
stormn some fine day, obliged to muster a brother.
Iy welcome, and instaîl in this guest-chamber a
traveller wlio wonld be in nîo further linrny to
move on, and wlio, whilst residing under bis
roof, would be caressed, fsted, listsnsd to, snd
marvelsd at ahl day long. It was mot an agree.
able picturs ; since, if a man likes anything, lie
likes to be cock of bis own dnngbill ; and
notbimg is leas to bis mind than to see anotlien
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and that, in addition, le did mot care to lave
the even tenon of bis life broken in upon ; to be
forced to think about people sud acens different
from tbose to wbicli lie was accustomed.

Since the invasion-bs lad now cois to look
ulpon it as an invasion-was unavoidable, and
since to le behindhand in complaisance would
only le adding to it a disagreeshle, witliont amy
other, t ffect, le made an effort to conquer bis
internai repugnaîucs to thte ides. He wrote to
lis brother-in.-law. To slow himsîf obliging,
bie lad even to carry the letter to tIc post ; and
tIen to wahk on to convey the ncws of Mn.
Delamere's laviîîg landed, to tIe party at the
Castîs.

Cecil w~as satisfied, and le was praised and
thaniked on lis returu.

"'And you said tlat 'vs lad aaked tîsi lotI,
Alexander ?"

"Botb V"
"You tohd me to write to Oliver too."
"Did1IV'
"lndeed you did ; and tlat wus why 1 wrote

to him. You must lave kmowm tbat was wliy
I wrote to hini 1 What cisc did you think ?
R.ealhy, dean Alexander, you are vcry tire-
sois " almoat crylmg.

-Welh, vell, it is ail rugît, my love. Aak
youn Inothers wlenever yon cloose. 1 do't
believe Oliver will come ; ths regiment is lu
country quartera, sud lots of fellows will want
leave as well as lie at this tume. Yon could mot
bave fixed on a worse ; le will neyer cois ; le
is mot the least likely to think of it--"

" But it waa you who told me to write !
It was true ; le lad told bier ; goaded tîcreto

Iy a vearninig for soie coirade in tlie affliction
about to befal l im,-aoîee swlio would le as
averse as lis to long-winded narratives pneluded
by, " Wlen 1 was in sncb sud sudh a place,"-
sois ian, iin sbort. But lic lad mot imagined
tIc suggestion actcd upon ; sud on second
tlionglts liad cancelled it in lis own mimd.
Thers was uothing now for it but to acquisce,
and put up witli tbe probable addition of an.
otlier good shot on lis moor, sud anothen hand-
sois gallant at bis table. Hes waa limsilf mot
good-looki-ng, neitler waa le firat-rate as a
sportsman ; tlerefors it may le iîagiued liow
lie relisbed the prospect. Oliver Delamers le
knew, sud on tlie wholc lie did mot dialike Iii,
-they got on fairly wehl togethe,-and ifli e
conld havs exdliaugsd Anthony for Oliver, lie
would liave leen glad to do no; lut soîcbow,
wlen le came to thimk of it, le was mot quite
sure that le wished for loth.
. Autliomy, le disaded ; Anthony, le fearsd,
wonhd bother liii, wouId amnoy lii, over-
sbadow hi ; and a third person to lave shsred
lis gnievance and bis ignoîiny, miglit lave
Isen a consolation. But Oliver- ? He sliook
lis liead.

And tIen thers was anotler walk to le taken
to the Castîs, to anuounce that thc young men
liad Issu Isard fromn ; that tliey lad severally
accspted tbeir invitations; aud that tbey would
arrive within the week.

Thc reception of the nsws was exactly wliat
blisd sxpected it would le. It was no vexa-
tion nsturally to people who lad notlimg te do
with it. His father thought it a propen atten-
tion to Cecil's relations tbat tbey shonld le
asked to Cichton at thc omly timc of ysar wheu
it was a favour to le imvitcd to a Highland
moor ; sud the girls-wlio, Alexander told liii-
self, would bave dialiked notliiug ions tlan to
bave liad tiresome or uncongenial compan.
ions aaddled upon tleî,-were well enougb'
pleassd tbat sncb s miafortune sliould happen to
him. They plied hitm witl gay questions.

Oliver lad alwaya Issu a favonnite, as a lively
youmg scaîp witb eveny attraction in thc worîd
but-a full purse la sure to le witli a set of girls ;
but thougli lie waa refenned to witli intersat,
curiosity "was rsserved for Anthony. Tlisy
would le ao glad to ses Oliver again, and-ws
Anthony sure to comne ? Oliver was 80 nie,
sud s0 merry, sud sang s0 well, sud dauced no
well, ad-was Anthoîîy like liii? Even thc
bhack-robsd Elsanour lcft ber book sud lier cor-
ner to join in the crosa-questiouiug, put Ion
anm round Jnhia's neck, and looksd affeclionate.
hy at Kate. It wss too bad ; le boped to good-
mess that notbing would come of it ; sud felt
shmoat savags at the extreme pnoîablity of bis
bopes being in vain.

Tliere they were ; four pnetty, liveiy, wel-
boru, sud fairly well endowed daîsela-;
and wlat lisant mot ahresdy sscuned, could le
sxpectsd to le proof agaimat 80 fair a lattery ;
ou omesaide the chetnnt curîs aîîd sud cbiselled
Inow of Kate, sud on tIc other the spsrkliug


