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sial book. 1t has seemed to me the wiser
course, in my situation, to devole what time
I have had to the eareful study of the Bible.
To this volume T suppose all Christian scets
appeal as an ullimate aunthority. 1 have
thought therefore that if T could learn what
the Dible teaches, T should learn the truths
“which make one wise unto salvation. Now
however, that I happen to be in tlic company
of one who has come, I suppase, from the
-nidst of a- controversy, that seems to be re-
garded as a very important one, [ shall be
much pleased to learn what are the precise
points at issue between Unitarians and Trin-
itarians,” . '

“#¢ It will 'be very agreeable to me, sir,>* I
roplied, # to answer your inquiries, but be-
fore T do so, allow me to hear from you a
fuil statement of your own religious opi-
nions.’?  He rejoined, ¢ Why do you wish
-me to give you a statement first; why not
as well afterwards 222 [ have, siry®? said
£, ““a gaad veason for pr 1z this request,
which 1 will give you, if it does not appear
‘hefore the elose of our couversation. 1
have never -before met with an intelligent
person, who could say, #s you have done,
that he had studied the sacred Seriptures
wlone in order to learn the doctrines and pre-
cepts of our religion. 1 am, therefore, par-
tienlarly carions to know to what canclu-
sions you have been brought.”?

He consented to gratify me, and after a
fuw minutes, evidently spent in collecting
and areanging his thoughts, he gave me, at
considerable length, a full and lucid state-
ment of his religious belief. He permitted
mie to auide him somewhat by my ques-
tions, iu the order of his exposition, so that
I drew from him his opinions upon all the
principal poiuts then in controversy between
** rational Christians > and ¢ the orthodox.*
When he had finished, 1-said to him, * You
will probubly be surprised, sir, at what [
am goingto tell you, })lll itis true.  You are
a Unitarian 1’

The announcement disconcerted him.
He was oflended j and his countenance fell.
I am disappointed,’” he said with con-
siderable emation.  “T took you to lLe a
gentleman and a Christian—teo serious-
minded to trifle upon a subject like this. I
did not suspect that you meant to entrap
me- [ thought you were one f{rony whom [
wight. draw Information upon a subject, to
whichJ have not been able to give any per-
sonal examination. ButI find [ was mis-
taken. Tam disappointed.*’

After a wminute’s silence, Tresumed. Tt
is not unaccountable to me, sir, that vou

-should ‘Le affected as yon are, by what 1
have told you. TYour displeasure shows
plainly.enough -how much .of ‘the current
prejudice.against Unitarianz, yon have un-
conscionsly imbibed. Althongh you have
not read any books of the controversy, it is
evident you have heard so much unfuvor-
able to Unitarianism, that you deem it a
reproach 10 have it said, that you hold that
form of doctrine. 1 .theught it might be so,
and that was the reason why I urged you to
give me your system of beliet” belove [
answered your iquiries. I wished that

. ~~your statement mixht be swholly unaffected

by a feeling of unwillingness to be found
.n the rank of the New England heretics.
I am a Unitarian—a preacher of Unitarian
-Christianity—and I do assure you that the
opinions you have just now expressed, are
very similur to those that I suppose to be
generally enteriained by.the people called
Uuitarians, or Liberal or Rational Chris-
tians.” 1 then went on to give him some
.aceount of the rise of the sect, then and
gince known by oue or all of the above ap-~
pellations. I stated to him the doctrines of
the Humanitarians, not at that time nume-
rous, of the Ariaus, who constituted the
greater portion of our sect, and of some other
minor subdivisions respecting the nature of
Christ. [ also stated to him the doetrines
of Pelagius and Arminins, with the opinion
of Dr. Priestly, and of the prominent Uui-
tarian divines of our own country, on the
nature and destiny of mwan. Ife usked me
many questions ; listened with great at-
tention and increasing kindness—until he
became pretty well satisfied that his own
opinions resembled very ncarly that of Arius
aud Arminius, or the opinions that were
then wvery generally held by the people
called Unirians,
¢ But, sivy” suid I, “as you do not know
me, 1 canuot insist upon your receiving my
statements us true. If you will fuver me
with your address, [ will ere long send you
copies of our best publications, that youmay
see for younrself what are the doctrines which
we are endeavoring to disgeminate.”  He
immedintely gave me the name of “Hon.
John Greene, Iredericksbura *  Je was a
Jadge, ir I remember correctly, the Chancel-
lor of Virginia. Our conversution had occu-
pied several hours, 'We soou after reached
Richmond, and there parted, to. meet no
more, on earth, R :
Immediately on my return to Baltimore,

M;r. Sparks kindly furnished ine with copies

-early Christians by the celebrated Pliny, he

of the-best tracts theu extant, and I seut
then to Judge Greenc. )

Some months afterwards, I received in
Boston, a very cordial letter from himy in-
forming me that he huad read the tracts, and
found his own views of diviue teath on the
whole woll expressed in them. We ex-
changzed several letters afterwards, respect-
ing the vducation of his sons, whom he pro-
posed to send to school in Massachusetis.
Bat his plans, and our correspondeuce, were
in the course of a year or two, terminated
by his death.

Here you have one instance of an intelli-
gent man, who had become a Unitarian
from the study of the Bible alone, and had
lived honored in the midst of an orthodox
community, without being suspected or
suspecting himself, that he held opinious
that were elsewhere denounced as a feacful
heresy. Nor was this, by any means, a
solitary jnstance of the kind within my own
acquaintance. And [ doubtnot, if we should
«o the country throngh, we might hear of
thousands of men and women who had lived
or are livine respected and beloved in the
bosom of orthodox churches, whose religious
opinions, when stated in their own plain
Tangnage, (divested of the techuicalities of
#the ereeds,®) would be found very similar
to the opinions of Unitarians,

S.J. M.

A HOLY LIFE TTIE MOSI PERSUA-
SIVE ARGUMENT.

For a short time after the ascension of
Christ, God wrought with his apostles by signs
and wonders ; but the arm of power was soon
drawn baclk-into heaven, and the work -of
propagating the gospel was then left to human
charity. Now there is nothing that tends so
much to retard the progress of the Christian
religion as the unholy lives of its professors ;
on the other hand, there is nothing so well
adapted to aid its propagation as the holy lives
and conversation of its professors. 7o show
this, we have only to glance at the history
and present state of the Christian Church.

The conversation of the Apostles was
worthy of the Gospel,  They were blameless
in the sizht of enemies as well as of [riends.
Malice itself could find no charge against
them, except that they were defenders of a
faith everywhere spoken against. Their
first disciples were imitators of them. ¢“.Sce
low these Christians love one another I was
the remark even of the Pugans concerning
them. = In an accusation brought against the

states that it was a part of their regular re-
ligious service o bind themselves by an” oath

to lead pure and honest lives.  While this
was the character of the Christian Chureh, it
grew in spite of the rage of the persecutor,

¢
The blood of its martyrs was a seed from which
sprang a most abundant harvest. The purity
with which the Christians lived, the fortitude
with which they suffered, the triumphant
hope with which they died, called forth the
admiration of their enemies, and often changed
them from-enemies to friends.  The very men
who bound the martyr to the stake often left
it Christians, The name of Jesus was, ere
long, preached throughout the then known

not to wallow in vices which we abhor even
to name. Betler that a few devotees should
crush themselves beneath Jugzgernaut’s ear,
better that a few widows shonld falt vietims
to their nuptial vows, than that our people
should be stained with such crimes as these
Christian sailors commit.??  The Alrican will
point with a tearful eyc and an aching heart
to the slave-ship, as she leaves his shore.
% There were men here,”” he wili say, “ not
long since, who tried to persuade us to become
Christians. That cursed ship was manned by
Christians. The religion of our fathers did
not teach them to send their prisoners of war
into bondage in a strange land.  These
Christians taught us this lesson, It is Christ-
ians who send their ships across the deep
hither, to lade them with the living spoils of
war and treachery. We want not the religion
of sitch menj; our own is better,” And to
those heathen who are so situated as to hehold
the internal state of the Christian Church,
what a picture must it present!  “Ilow can
they,” might an intelligent heathen justly
say, ‘“ how can these Christians call theirs &
religion of peace and love? Is it not rather
one of strife and dissension, of pride and
vain-glorying 2 When we go up to worship,
we reach forth the hand to every fellow-
worshipper, and should disdain to feast upon
a sacrifice of strife.  But these men quarrel,
and rail at each other, and abuse each other,
even in the temple of their God.  Let us keep
peace among ourselves, and not endanger it
by changing our religion.

Such are the wounds which Christ receives
in the house of his professed friends, HMis
avowed enemies have done his cause compa-
ratively little harm. That cause cun never
flourish, till these who call themselves his
friends are his friends indeed, and show them-
snlves such by keeping his commandments,
The word of God gives us reason to expect the
universal supremacy of Christianity. But
before that can take place, there must be a
revival of pure and undefiled religion through-
out Christendomn —all the inhabitants of
Christian countrivs niust exhibit such a con-
versation as becometh the Guspel; and then
the Gospel will have free course and be glori-
fied. Then every ainbassador, every travel-
ler, every sailor, will be a missionary of the
eross. Lhose who now sit in darkness will
not be long in learning that justice and truth
and mercy govern the hearts and lives of-all
whe dwell “in Christian lands, and they too
will court the beams of the Sun of righteous~
ness. DBut this moral renovation in (hristen-
dom is to he produced by individual effort, by
individual holiness. . Let ¢very one live as
the Gospel requires, and he does vastly more
towards the diffusion -of the Gospel, than he
Soult otherwise do, by bestowing upon bene-
volent objects all his time, or the whole of
his property, however large.—d. P. Peabody.

RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

The opinion that religion and morality
are revealed only in the Bible, and that
science is “ modless,”” has led to great prac-
tical evils, The religious world has, in con-
sequence, too mueh nezlected the feaching
of seicnee us the basis of conduet 5 and the
meu of science have tao wuch overlooked

world. Christianity soon mounted the throne
of the Cmsars, Butils elevation was a curse
to 1ts prosperity. Its  ministers, when they
put on purple and scarlet, dropped the garment
of righteousness; and, when they began to
fare sumptuously in kings® palaces, they for-
got the example of the meek and lowly Jesus.
Corruption and spiritual death brooded over
the church ; and then its borders ceased to be
enlarged, except by the power of the sword.
There was then nothing to draw unbelievers
into its fold. The conduct of Christians was
no better, and hence there was no reason to
suppose their faith any better, than that of the
surrounding heathen.  And from that time to
the date of the Reformation, hardly any ac-
cessions, except by force, were made from
Paganism {o Christianity. Since the Refor-
malion, the moral character of Christendom
has been constantly improving ; and the pros-
peets of the missionary enterprise have heen
in the same propottion constanlly brightening.

What is the greatest ohstacle to the
christianizing of the wotld? It is .he un-
christian conduct of those who call themselves,
or are called, Christians. Our North Ameri-
can Indian will peint to his while neighbars,
and say: “These are the men who first
tanght us the vice, and who gave us the
means, of intoxication. These are the men
who cheat us and lie to us, and teach us to
cheat and lie. They call themselves Chris-
tians, and want s {o he Christians too.  But
our religion nevertaught us to take advantage
of each ather’s ignorance, or to take by vio-
lence or fraud the property of those at peace
with us. Our great Spirit approves not of
such deeds nor of these who practice them,
nor will He permit his children to embrace
your religion.”” The Hindoo will point to the
Euaropean or American sailors, and say:
¢¢These are your Christians—men who blush

the religions element with which all science

is imbued.  One hears in many pulpits

God’s terrestrial creation, including man

himsell us he naturally exists, decried and
deagraded ; while, in the halls of seience, we
may study for years withoul hearing God
referred o as the fountain of the traths ex-
poutiied, or any practical inferences drawn
reoardine what they teach concerning His
will.  Muny divines are either too intens

upon the trnths of Scripture to study and
appreciate Nulure and her record, or they
are jewlous of her, There are, indeed, en~
lightened exceptions to the iruth of this re-
mark, but [ speak of the general charwcter
of pulpit teaching, The manof science, ou
the other hand, althouzh uet ignorant that
he is expounding the *“ doings of the Lord,?
is yet toe little alive to the practical natare
of the truths which he unfolds, us wuides
to human condnet 3 and he is also afraid of
irenching on the domain of the divine, and
perhaps of teaching something which the
lutter might regard as not alozether doctri-
ually sound. ITe will thrill our highest
faculties by his descriptions of the stupen-
dous magnitude of ereation, and demon~
strate to us one God, and ene law, mling in
every sphere. After having stretehed our
imaginations to their utmost limits, and
deeply excited our wonder and veneration
by these solemn gigantic truths, he will
direet onr attention 10 the minuiest inseet

and show us the same power, wisdom, :m(i
skill, employed in combining and regula-~
ting the minutest atom of matter to consti-
tute a living and a sentient being. Our
souls expaud and glow under such coutem=
plations. But here tlie man of science too
generally leaves us. He either does not
perceive, or is afraid to announce, how the
truths ol science bear a direct relation to

the human mind and body, and preseribe |
cerfain courses of practical aetion or re--
straint. Bvery function of the body, and
every faculiy of the mind, has prlobably
reeeived from the Creator a sphere of ac-~
tiow, as certuiunly defived and as wisely ap-
pointed as is the orbit of every planet.
Eacl is liable to aberiations by the disturb-
ing- influence of the other powers’; but
limits are prescribed to its deviations, and
connteracting forees are instituted to draw
it back into s normal course. Sound ex-
positions of these laws of mind and body
constitute at once science, religion, and
practical wisdom 3 yet how rarely are the
teachings of science thus applied!  Scien-
tific discoveries are employed with promp-
titnde and vigor to increase wealth, to im-
prove the arts of destruction, and to aug-
ment our sources of recrention and amuse-
meut, (1l proper in due season and propor-
tion) but they are too much shut out from
the schooland the pulpit as rules for human
conduct, and themes for human devotion —
Combe.
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P58 Books may be obtuined on loan from the Unitarian
Coungregationn! Library, on application to the Lilrurian
after any of the publie services,
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SLAVERY.

THE BRITISH UNITARIANS AND THEIR AMERICAN
BRETHREN.

We have seen by the London Inquirer that
the British and Foreign Unitarian Association,
at its last Annual Meeting, which was held
at Hackney, in May last, had rather a smart
discussion on the subject of Slavery in con-
nection with American Unitarianism. The
topic was introduced in quite an unlooked-for
manner. 4. friendly invitation had been sent
by some of the Boston Unitarian winisters to
their brethren in Britain, te attend the ap-
proaching anniversary meetings of the deno-
mination in the capital of New England, A
notice of this invitation appeared in the Sec-
retary’s Report of the Brilish and Foreign
Unnitarian Association, which caused the en-
quiry to be more particularly made concern-
ing the source of the invitation itself. - It was
thought by some persons present, that no
invitation whatever should be accepted from
American Unitarjans, so long as they main-
tained their present position in relation to
slavery.

Now, whilst we are always gratified at sce-
ing a free and open testimony given against
the enormous evil of slavery, we are con-
strained to express our humble opinion that
the manner in which the Boston letter of
invitation, its signers, and indeed the Unita-
rians in general of the United States, wero’
spoken of by some of the gentlemen at the
Hackney meeting, was scarcely courteous or
just. It would have been better, we think, if
no formal orofficial notice had been taken of a
communication, in itself so perfectly friendly
and informal. = Tt would have been betler,
we think, if Dr, Tutton, of London, t6 wlom
it was addresscd, had replied to it, as Dr,
Montgomery did to that which was sent to
[reland. But since it was noticed, and the
topic of slavery introduced in connection with
it, we think that more discrimination should
have been exercised by some of the speakers.
From the tone of some of the remarks, a
person unacquainted with the circumstances
would be led o suppose that the British Unit-
arians had been invited to mingle with
¢ defenders and apologisers for slavery,’® and
in some way lo aid them in their very inglo-
vious work. But such an impression would
be entirely false. The American Unitarians,
as a body, are as decidedly anti-slavery in
sentiment as the British Unitatians are. They
differ, however, concerning the modes of

action o be adopted in opposing it. But the
British Unitarians do the sane., We have
attended several meetings of the American -
Unitarian Association, both special and geue-
ral, and we never heard a remark uttered of
a higher pro-slavery charaeter than one made
by Rev. Mr. Madge, at the late meeting at
ITackney. Yet we suppose nonc of our
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