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artillery bridge broke dowi n, nud the crow ds upon
xr, being pressed forward by those in the reary
were prcupltulcd into the water and drowned.
Infuntry,” envalry. and-artillery now rushed upon
the other bridge, and dashed with their horses
and gnn carringes through the mass. of people,
crushing some beneath the wheels and llorsus’
foet, like vietims before the ear of J u"gumm
and pushing: others over the sides of the bridge.
«In these moments of agony, all vavietics of
character were c.\lubntcd—selh:.hnc.ss with its
baseness, cowstrdice with its 1ennness, and he-
roism with its power and generosity. Soldiers
seized infants from expiring mothers, and vowed
to adopt them as”their own ; officers harnessed

. themselves to sledges, (o extricate their wounded
companions; privates threw. themselves on (he
snow beside their dying otheH, andd st ove at the
visk of inewring captivity or death, to solace
their lust moments,” In the midst of this terrific
bcenc. Victor, who had.nobly sustained. the .ar-
“duous duty.of..covering . the. vetrent during ihe
\\hole duy,ar viy od \\'\Ll\ the renvsguard at th n-
teance of the ln-xd«v Tlis troops, with stern.
“severity, opcmd apassuge for themselves through :

“and the shore ndjmmnw n, \\'hum (le:p.u. nnd
misery had ub longth vendered inenpable-of exer-
tion, and who now coull not even be pex-:unded lo,

- cross ta the opposite banls, "llmsc horrors con-
hnuell 1ln-nu"houtlhu night, and when the mom-

ing (lxmuud Victor sm\' the” Ru;smn ml\unccdf
’ gu.l o) approaching; the destruction of the Lridge, -3,

“therefore, became indespensuble, 1o the safety. of
the French army, and ovders were given to hurn
it. A frightful ery arose from. the host on the
castern bank of the river, who were' too late
awakened to the venlities of their situation: num-
hers rushed on the buraing bridge, and, to avoid
the” lames, jumped inte the water, while the
greater propurtion wandered in helpless misery
along the river, nud beheld their st hopes expire
with the reeeding’ eolumns of their conntrymen.
* This dreadful pnssnge of the Beresing com-
pleted the ruin nl the Grand Army, which lost,
during its umllmmnw twenty-five pivees of cnn-
nom, sixteen thonsand men in prisoners, and
twelve thousand in slain. * The corps of Vietor
Oudinot were redueed to the deplorally stato ol
the tronps that crwme from JMoseaw, and the whole:

L Thnving lost n)\ npponrnnce of: mxhun) or-

:ler, murdlcd ina cunmwd mass along the mnd :
o Wilna, h'\u Nl nt (‘uel\ su\)\ lw the C(\
_wha eut off every xgg]pr und. mmlu Lunamnb
attacks on the rem'--fum'(.. In the ml((nL of the
aeneral ruin, n.numburofoﬁcors m"r.uuml them-
el\o into & guard, called the-Sacred -Squadron,
for.the: Empetor's pr--l(chun. “The gentlemen

“the helpless multitndg”wha thronged the biidge”

“the inferior officers dispeysed to fouk alter their

_the blazing piles;
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who LOHIPOS(‘d it dlqh'u"' 1 with hcloxc h\hlny
the tusk usswuml to tlu:m, amd e\ccu'cd without
‘murnuring - all the duties ol common soldicrs
but the severity of the cold soon destroyed
their horses, and they, as well as the Emperor,
were ngain compelled 1o pursue their route
foot thxoup;h the snow.. At night, thclr bivonae
was formed in the middle of ﬂn. still wnbroken
squarcs of the Old Guard; who sat ronud_the
wateh-fires on their hav weks, with their elliows
on their knees, their heads resting on their hands, '
und crowding close together; striving by nssuming
this posture, to repress the pangs of hungcr and
guin additional warmth. .

«On the 5th of December, ;\upulunu reived at -
at Simorgoni. - le there collected: Lis marshals
avomul him, dictated o bulletin which fully deve-
lope(l the ]lOllUla and disasters of the retreat, ex:
plained his reasuns for immediately returning to | ’
DLaris—which - wns connected with o conspiracy
soon, 1o be' related—nnd afier bidding them all
an nﬂu tionate furewell, set out in.q s]cdwc at-ten
oclod\ in the evening, for. the French- mpnnl
e )mpumcd ln Cuulmncourt nml Lobau, lcu\-‘
ing the cumm'md of 'the av u\) to’ \(um :

- The dop'ulurr.- o lhé cmpo\nr inerei ed: thL
(lxsor"nm/xmun of the lmup .~ The ificers e
ed to uhc\' their r-cm_mls, the "cnmnla disremar
ded the marshals, and, the nuu-.hn!a set atdefi
uuce :hc mx(horll rat . The prnutc sol-
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umperor, f'ur"'nt umr_)lhmﬂ' but ﬂu_- instinet - of |
self-preservution. 'l'hc L()lullt‘lb hid the cu"l-.-s in
cerseeks, or buried them in the l"x'onml

own safety; and indeed nothing wos thonght of
but the urgent pangs ol hunger, and the terrible
severity of the cold,  If o suldier. dropped, his
comrades instantly full on Ium,.m(l befure life wus
L\Lmu, tore from him llh clonk, his maney, anild
‘the bread he carv ied in his hosom; when he died,
somie one ul'lhum nould sit on his body, f'ur the
sake of the { {ewporary \unmlh it afturded; and
‘when it becnme colil, he, too, \\uuhl oftén drop
besidy - his companion, to ris¢- no nmn- - The
seteh-fives, at. m--hl, were hlll‘lulmdL(l b) ex-
hausted suen, who crowded like ¢pecires nbout ©
and, in the morning, the me-
les ul. hwo-

lancholy bivonues were markcd by
dics as lifless as the ashes at their fet., -
“\L\crl\xdc-=~, the fhinl loirem. continued to
W dm mndnkhou"h ltccuueu Snwrﬂom nml tlmt
o Jess than l\\Lmy thiotisnnd mu\, u\ sh'.w

Iy ful'(\' (hnumnri in; uH reschied its antes,” Ifere
the txoops found an ul»llm'huu.u of food; Init they
had searcely begun ‘o pefresh t_hcm«-hcc from
the finmcuse stores that-the ¢y contained, \_\'-hcu
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